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Archives et production du savoir historique
au Maghreb médiéval

Dr. Allaoua AMARA
Université Emir Abdelkader-Constantine
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Dr. Allaoua AMARA Archives et production du savoir

Bien que Phistoriographie arabe médiévale ait fait I’objet de plusicurs
travaux', il n’existe pas une étude globale concernant le Maghreb. Méme la
plus récente contribution en arabe de I'Egyptien Mu~miud Isma‘il® n’apporte
pas de précision sur les différents aspects de la production du savoir hitorique
dans le Maghreb médiéval. L’auteur s’inspirait d’une conception matérielle de
I’histoire qui ne tenait pas compte de I’évolution politico-sociale de la région
occidentale du monde musulman. I'aborderai cette question en parlant

cgalement de 'apport des documents d’archives dans la recherche portant sur
"histoire du Maghreb médiéval.

Documents d’archives : une représentation maigre

Il pourrait étre surprenant aux modernistes ayant [*habitude de travailler sur
des documents d’archives que I’historien du monde musulman médiéval se
fonde en fait sur une documentation en majorité littéraire pour traiter son sujet,
Cela s’explique par la rareté des documents d’archives qui nous soient
parvenus. A IPexception de quelques dépdts que je vais citer plus bas, le monde
de PIslam médiéval n’a pas connu une tradition d’archives proprement dite,
comme on trouvait dans la Chrétienté a partir de la deuxidme moitié du XI®
sigcle’. Il y avait certainement des dépbts de documents administratifs, mais la
présence d’archivistes de métier est incertaine. La conception de I’Etat en terre
d’Islam favorisait une tendance qui ne s’opposait pas a la destruction de
documents administratifs laissés par le pouvoir précédent, car la dawla était
une alternance pour gouverner une communauté de croyants, dont la fin
signifie non seulement la disparition de la famille dirigeante mais aussi la
dissolution de I’Ftat. La dynastie qui prenait le pouvoir s’efforcait d’effacer
toute trace de la dynastie précédente, ce qui signifie la destruction des
documents administratifs conservés dans les bureaux de la chancellerie {diwéin
al-ina’y.

Nous avons donc trés peu de documents d’archives concenant le Maghreb et
dont la majorité nous est parvenue des régions limitrophes.

1- Parmi ces travaux, citons Franz Rozanthal, 4 History of Muslim Historiography,
rééd. Leyde, E. J. Brill, 1968 ; Claude Cahen, « Quelques chroniques anciennes
relatives aux derniers Fatimides » dans Bulletin de {’Institur Jrangais d’archéologie
orientale, 1939, p. 127 ; « Les chroniques arabes dans les bibliothéques d’Istanbul »
dans Revue des études islamigues, 1936, p. 333-368, ‘Abd al-*Aziz al-Diirl, Bahr J
nas’at al-tdrth ‘inda al- ‘arab, Beyrouth, Dar al-3urilq, 1983 ; Abdallah Larout, /slam et
histoire, Paris, Albin Miche], 1999,

2- Al-Fikr al-tarihi fi al-garb al-islam7, Rabat, Man&{irat al-zaman, 2001,

3- Cf. Olivier Guyotjeannin, Les sources de I’histoire médiévale, Paris, Librairie
générale francaise, 1998, p. 178-181.
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Les papyrus égyptiens sont les plus anciens documents concernant le
Maghreb. Ils ont été publiés par plusieurs auteurs, dont Karabacek, Papyrus
Erzherzog Rainer, Fithrer durch die Austellung (1894), et Grohmann, Arabic
Papyri in the Egyptian Library (1934-1959).

Les dépbts d’archives qui nous sont parvenus de I’époque mamlouke
concernent les communautés maghrébines en Orient. A I’ image des documents
du Haram de Quds', nous disposons d’actes de wagf qui fournissent une
documentation importante pour I’étude des installations des Maghrébins dans
le Proche-Orient.

Il est & signaler le nombre important de lettres de la chancellerie qui sont
reproduites dans des chroniques et des anthologies. 11 est impossible de vérifier
leur authenticité, mais on peut les utiliser avec prudence. Deux recueils de
lettres sont & signaliser : Lettres almohades’ et Subh al-a'sha” de Egyptien
al-Qalgashandi (m. 821h/1418). Il va de méme pour les recueils de
consultations judiques qui pourraient dans certains cas remplacer les
documents d’archives dans la mesure ou ils reproduisent les documents
conservés dans les archives des cadis et des jurisconsultes. Ces consultations
nous sont principalement parvenues dans quatre recueils : Madahib al-hukkéam
de Qadt ‘Iyad de Ceuta (m. 543h/1148)", Masd il al-hukkin? d’al-Burzulf de
Tunis (m. 841/1438), al-Durar al-makniina fi nawdzil Mézing® de Yahya al-
MagilT de Mazouna (m. 883h/1478), et al-Mi‘yar al-mugrib’ de Ahmad b.
Yahya al-Wan3arTst de Tlemcen (m. 914h/1508).

Découverts a la fin du XIX® siécle, les documents judéo-arabes de la Geniza
‘du Caire ont une grande importance pour I’étude de 1’économie et de Ia société
du Maghreb, de I'Egypte et principalement des communautés Jjuives. ] s’agit
de documents écrits soit en hébreu, soit en arabe, ou encore en langue arabe &
Paide de caractéres hébraiques. Les documents traitent essentieliement de
théologie, de mariage, de divorce et comprennent également des contrats

1- Chritian Miiller, directeur de la section arabe de I'Institut de Recherches et
d'Histoire des Textes (Paris) est en train de travailler sur ces documents et envisage de
les publier prochainement.

2- Trente-sept lettres officielles almohades, éd. E. Lévi-Provengal, Rabat, Imprimerie
économique, 1941. (collection de textes arabes publiée par Plnstitut des hautes études
marocaines, vol X). Nouvelle édition, Ahmad *Az&wT, Rasa il nnnvahhidiya, magmii ‘a
gadida, Kénitra, 1995,

3- Ed. Le Caire, al-Matba‘a al-amiriya, 1913-191.

4- Ed. M. Bencherifa, Beyrouth, Dar al-gharb al-islami, 1990.

5- Manuscrit de la Bibliothéque Nationale de Tunis, n® 18356, Le manuserit a été
récemment publi¢ 4 Beyrouth, Dar al-gharb al-islami,

6- Le recueil se trouve sous forme de manuscrit 4 la Bibiothéque nationale de Tunis et
a la Bibiothéque nationale d’Alger. Il fait I’objet d’une édition par Elise Voguet.

7- Ed. Mohammed Hadjdji et al., Beyrouth, Dar al-gharb al-Islami, 1981-1983, 13 vol.

-~
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commerciaux. La majorité des ces documents ont été exploités par S. D
Goitein dans ses études, notamment dans Mediterranean Society ( 1967) et
dans Letters of Medieval Jewish Traders (1973)".

Le monde de la Chrétienté n’a pas laissé de dépots importants pour la
période antérieure & I’essor commercial des villes italiennes au XI° siécle, a
Pexception des lettres pontificales envoyées aux évéques du Maghreb ou aux
dynasties musulmanes, comme celle envoyée au prince hammadide al-Na ~ir
en 1076. A partir du milieu du XII® siccle, sont nombreux les documents
concernant les activités commerciales du Maghreb. Dans ces dépéts, on trouve
essentiellement des actes notariés, qui sont actuellement conservés i Génes,
Vatican, Naples, Pises, Palerme, Valence et Marseille. Il v a également des
traités de paix signés par les ‘Abdalwadides de Tlemcen, les Mérinides de Fés
et les Hafsides de Tunis avec les puissances chrétiennes’.

Tradition manuscrite et savoir historique

Le monde de I'lslam est dominé par une forte production littéraire,
largement supérieure a celle de 1’Occident médiéval, Cette production nous est
partiellement conservée grice A une ancienne tradition manuscrite. Sciences du
Coran, recueils de traditions prophétiques, histoire, poésie et prose sont les
disciplines les plus représentées. Je parlerai seulement de la production qui
reléve du savoir historique, particuliérement les genres de chronique et
d’annales.

Le Maghreb créé par la cour de Bagdad

Les premiéres écritures historiques concernant le Maghreb dans sa version
islamique sont parues dés le début du califat abbasside a Bagdad. Sont
nombreux qui écrivaient sur les expéditions militaires, dans le cadre de
conquétes (futith), qui débouchérent sur I’annexion du Maghreb au califat de
Damas. Parmi ces auteurs citons Ibn ‘Abd al-Hakam (m. 257h/871)", al-Wagqidr
(m. 279/892)’, al-BaladurT (m. 279/892)° et Ibn A ‘tham al-Kift (m. 314h/926)’.

1- California, University of California Press, 1967, 550 p.

- Princeton, Princeton University Press, 1973, XVIII +359 p.
3- Une grande partie de ces documents a été publiée par plusieurs chercheurs
notamment Mas Latrie dans Relations et commerce de | ‘Afrique septentrionale ou
Maghreb avec les nations chrétiennes ay Moyen Age, Paris, Librairie de Firmin -
Didot, 1886. Cf. aussi Documents inédits sur le commerce de Marseille au Moyen Age,
¢dités intégralement et analysés par L. Blancard, rééd. Genéve, Mégariots, 1978, 2
patties en | vol.
4- Futith al-Magrib wa-I-Andalus, éd. et tred. A, Gateau, La conguéte de I'dfrique et
de I'Espagne, rééd. Alger, Edition carbonel, 1947, (Bibliothéque arabe-francaise, 11).
5- Al-Waqidi est I"auteur de plusieurs ouvrages sur les conquétes musulmanes.
6- Kitab futiih al-buldan, Le Caire, Sarikat tab* al-kutub al-‘arabiya, 1901.
7- Al-Futith, Beyrouth, Dir al-kutub al-‘ilmiya, 1986.
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Ces auteurs voulaient montrer le rble des nouveaux convertis dans la
civilisation de I’Islam. Aprés la consolidation du pouvoir califal de Bagdad, on
assistait a I’émergence des chroniques universelles, reflétant la politique
multiethnique des califes abbassides. Dans ce genre d’écriture, sont rapportées
les informations concernant les premiéres dynasties musulmanes du Maghreb,
comme le montrent le Kitab al-tarih de Ya‘qubi (m. 284h/897) et le Kitab térth
al-rusul wa-I-I-mulik de TabarT (m. 310h/922). La géographie est également
I'un des champs du savoir marqués par la politique du califat lorsque les
auteurs écrivaient les masalik wa-I-mamalik (itinéraires et royaumes) pour
informer les bureaux de ’administration et des finances de Ia composante
socio-économique de Ddar al-Islam. Les ouvrages de Ya‘qabi, d’lbn
Hurdabdah (m. aprés 30011/912) d’Ibn Hawgal (m. aprés 367/977) et de
Maqdist (m. 377/987)" s’inscrivent dans ce contexte. On tire donc notre
documetation de la premiére période musulmane au Maghreb de la production
historique et géographique des auteurs abbassides.

L’éclatement de I'unité du califat et I’émergence des histoires locales

Quelques dnnées aprés I’avénement des Abbassides en Orient, plusieurs
dynasties furent fondées au Maghreb, signifiant I’éclatement de I'unité de Dar
al-Islam. Ces dynasties s’intéressaient peu & I’écriture de leur passé, du fait de
la place accordée a I’histoire dans la formation de leur idéologie. Au Maghreb
central, les événements des Rustumides de Tahart ont été rapportés par Ibn al-
Sagir (all 294h/906) dans une chronique intitulée Akbar al-a’imma -
rustumiyin’. Tandis que les Aghlabides d’Ifriqiya composérent une chronique
dynastique rapportant leur histoire.

Aprés le premier siécle abbassde, le monde musulman connut des
soubressauts qui débouchérent sur I’éclatement de Punité du califat et
I’émergence des dynasties locales. Ainsi en 297 h/909, les isma‘ilites
(Fatimides) fondérent un califat 4 Mahdia grace 4 ’appui des Kutama de I’Est
algérien. A Cordoue, les Omeyyades d’2l-Andalus transformérent leur
principauté en un califat dés 317h/928. Le monde de I’islam est pour la
premiére fois gouverné par tois califats rivaux. Cette situation favorise la
production du savoir historique, car Phistoire est devenue un enjeu de pouvoir.
Au Maghreb, les Fatimides s’entouraient de plusieurs écrivains qui

I- Kitab al-buldan, éd. M. 1. De Goeje, rééd. Francfort, IMAIS, 1992. ( Islamic
Geography, 40),

2- Kitab al-masalik wa-l-mamalik, rééd. Francfort, IHAIS, 1992. (Islalmic Geography,
39).

3- Kitab siirat al-ard, rééd. Beyrouth, Dar matba‘at al-hayat, (s.d.).

4- Kitab ahsan al-tagasim fi ma'rifat al-agaiim, éd. M. J. De Goeje, rééd. Francfort,
IMALIS, 1992, VII+398p. (Islamic Geography, 36).

5- Ed. Muhammad Nagir et Ibrahim Bahhaz, Beyrouth, Dar al-gharb al-istami, 1986.
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participérent a écrire I’histoire du Maghreb fatimide. Ainsi al-‘ Azizi al-Mansr,
un haut fonctionnaire de la chancellerie fatimide au X° siécle, écrivit une
biographie de son chef militaire I’'Ustad Gawdar, dont le titre est Sirar al-Ustad
Gawdar'. Dans le méme contexte s’inscrit 'ouvrage écrit par Haydara b.
Muhammad b. Tbrahim al-Kutamj qui s’intitule al-Sira al-Kutdmiyya. Celui-ci
cst consacré a Phistoire des Kutima et leur rdle dans la fondation du califat
fatimide. De son coté, le médecin des califes fatimides, Tbn al-Gazzar (m.
360h/970), composa un cuvrage sur ’histoire des Fatimides, dont le titre est
Abbar al-dawla. Le grand nombre d’ouvrages d’histoire sur les Fatimides au
Maghreb doit 2 al-QadT al-Nu‘man b. Muhammad (m. 363h/973), grand cadi
du calife al-Mu‘izz, qui écrivit notamment le Kitdb iftitah al-da'wa, le Kitah
al-magdlis wa-l-muséayardt’ et le Kitab Sarh al-ahbér fi fadd il al-a'imma af-
athar’, Les sociétés tribales berbéres du Maghreb ont une place importante
dans cette historiographie fatimide,

Les Fatimides de Mahdia et les Omeyyades de Cordoue se livrérent a une
guerre politico-idéologique. lls utilisérent les Berbéres Sanhaga de I'Algérie
centrale et les Zanata de I"Oranie dans un conflit sanglant. Ces événements
sont rapportés par les chroniqueurs de la cour de Cordoue dans leurs ouvrages,
gui sont donc indispensables pour écrire [histoire des iribus berberes
impliquées dans ce conflit. Parmi ces ouvrages citons le Mugtabas fi habar
bulad al-Andalus’ d&’Ibn Hayyan al-Qurtubl (m. 469h/1076) et I'Ahbdr
magmi‘a (anonyme)”.

Face & la résistance des tribus berbéres du Maghreb central et extréme au
califat fatimide, celui-ci se décida de fonder la ville du Caire et quitta
définitivement le monde berbére, réputé par son hostilité aux monarchies. Les
Fatimides déléguérent alors le gouvernement du Maghreb aux Sanhidga de la
région de Titri. Ceux-ci s’installérent au Kairouan jusqu’a I'éclatement de la
famille princiére. Hammad se sépara de son neveu Badis et fonda la Qal‘a des
Bani Hammad, un siége pour sa dynastie connue sous le nom des Hammadides.

I- Ed. M. K. Husayn et M. ‘A. H. Sa‘lra, Le Caire, Dar al-fikr al-‘arabi, (s. d.).
(mah{ttat al-fatimiyin, 11), trad, M. Canard, Vie de I’Ustadh Jawdhar {contenant
serimons, letlres et rescrits des premiers califes), Alger, Imprimerie fa Typo-litho et L
Carbonal, 1958. (publications de I'Institut d’¢études orientales de Ia Faculté des letires
d*Alger, XX),

2- Ed. Wadad al-QadT, Beyrouth, Dar assakafa, 1970.

3- Ed. al-Habib Hila et al., Tunis, Université de Tunis, 1978,

4- Adam Gacek, Catalogue of Arabic Manuscripts in the Library of the Institute of
fsmaili Studies, Londres, Islamic Publications, 1984, vol. I, p. 138,

5- Ed. ‘A. A.*Ali Hadjdji, Beyrouth, Dar assakafa, 1983, vol. IV.

¢- Ed. Bagdad, Maktabat al-Mutanna, {(s.d.).
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Les deux dynasties des Sanhaga (Hammadides et Badisides)
s'intéressent également & écrire I’histoire. A la cour des Badisides, st
succédent quatre chroniqueurs pour écrire non seulement [’histoire de la
dynastie mais aussi les événements survenus dans toutes les parties du
Maghreb. Ainsi, al-Raqiq al-Qayrawant (m. 420h/1029) compose unc
chronique intitulée Tarth Ifrigiva wa-I-Magrib', dont la version des faits est
chiite. Cette chronique est complétée par Ibn Saraf al-Qayrawant (m.
460h/1071 ) et son fils. Cette suite est 4 son tour complétée par Umayya b.
Abi-1-Salt (im. 529h/1134)*. Quant aux Hammadides, leur histoire est rapportée
par lbn Hammad al-Sanhagi (m. 628h/1230), un descendant de la méme
famille, dans un ouvrage intitulé al- D:baga al-muhtaga fi ahbar Sanhaga bi-
Ifitgiva wa Bigaya®. On doit aussi a ce Jjuriste du Maghreb central une autre
chronique sur les Fatimides, 4abar mulik Bani ‘Ubayd wa sTratihini’.

La tentative d’annexion du Maghreb a I’Orient

La rupture politique entre le Maghreb et I’Orient est aussi accompagnée pur
une absence quasi-totale de I'histoire du Maghreb dans les ouvrages écrits par
les musulmans d’Orient. Au X1I° siécle, *Izz al-Din b. Saddad al-Sanhagr (all.
600h/1203), d’origine berbére des Sanhdga et descendant de la famille
princiére des Badisides, se rend 4 Damas et écrit pour le public local un

1- Une seule partie de I’ouvrage a été retrouvée et publiée et dont ’authenticité pose un
probleme. Cf. Hady Roger Idris , « L'Occident musulman (Ifrigiya et al-Andalus) «
I'avénement des Abbasides » dans Revue des Etudes Islamiques, XXXV I, (1969 ), p.
372-373, 1d, « Note sur Ibn al-Raqiq (ou al-Raqiq ) » dans Arabica, XVII-3, (1970), P
311-312. Mohamed Talbi, «Un nouveau fragment de I'histoire de I'Qccident musulman
(62-196/682-812). L'épopée d'al-Kahina » dans Cahiers de Tunisie, 73-74, (1971), p.
19-96, rééd . dans Etudes d'histoire ifrigienne de civilisation musulman médiévaic,
Tunis, Publications de l'université de Tunis, 1982, p. 125-167 ; Id, « Ibn al-Rakik »
dans Encyclopédie de l'islam, vol. III, p. 927, 1d, « A propos d'lbn al-Ragiq » dans
Arabica, XI1X-1, (1972), p. 86-96.

2- Allacoua Amara, « al-Raqiq al-qayrawanf wa balwarat al-fikr al-tarth7 bi-bilad al-
Magrib » dans a/-Tarh al-‘arabl, 25, (2003), p. 111-144.

3- Cet ouvrage est considéré comme perdu. Cf. - « Ibn Hamadu » dans Encyclopédic d.
Ulslam II, vol. 111, p. 805-806 ; J.F.P. Hopkins, Corpus of Early Arabic Sources for
West African History, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1981, p 154 ; Djamii
Afssani, « Les investigations autour d’lbn Hammad (1150-1230) et de son manuscri
relatif & ['histoire du Maghreb et de Bougie » dans Les sources de ['hisioire du
Maghreb, journée d’étude du CNRPAH, Alger, décembre 1996, p. 25-28 ; id., « Le
mathématicien Eugéne Dewulf (1831-1896) et les manuscrits médiévaux du Maghreb »
dans Historia mathematica, 23, (1996) p. 257-268.

4- Ed. Gallil Ahmad al-Badawi, Alger, ENAL, 1984. Trad. partielle par A
Cherbonneau, Documents historiques sur [’hérétigue Abou-Yezid Mokhalled fbn Kidad
de Tademeket dans Revue Africaine, 78 (1869), 31 p. (extrait).
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ouvrage rapportant les événements survenus au Maghreb de la conquéte
musulmane a la tentative du rétablissement des Almoravides en Algérie
centrale en 582h/1186, et dont le titre est al-Gam" wa-I-bayan fi ahbar al-
Qayrawdn wa man ftha wa fi s@’ir bilad al-Magrib. Cette ccuvre fait la base de
tous les chroniqueurs d’Orient écrivant sur le Maghreb tels Ibn al-Atir (m.
630/1233), Ibn Hallikan (m. 681h/1281), al-Nuwayri (m. 733/1332), al-Dahabi
(m. 784h/1374), al-Safadi (m. 764h/1362), al-Magrizi (m, 845h/1441) et Ibn al-
Furit al-Hanaff (m. 807h/1405)".

L’histoire au service de Iidéologie almohade -

I"avénement des Almohades marque sans doute un tournant dans I’histoire
du Maghreb, Fondée par al-Mahdr b. Tamart et ‘Abd al-Mu’min b. ‘Alf al-
Kamt de la région de Nédroma, la dynastie almohade mit fin aux monarchies
almoravide a Marrakech et hammadide a Béjaia, et provoque une anarchie
quasi-totale dans le Maghreb central et en Iftigiva. Les sociétés tribales
réclament leur autonomie et déclenchent une série de révoltes, dont le résuitat
est fa ruine de la région. L histoire devient un enjeu majeur des Almohades
face 4 la résistance des sociétés tribales du Maghreb central et de I"IfrTgiya. Les
fonctionnaires de la chancellerie et les cadis de la dynastie écrivent des
ouvrages d’histoire, dont la tendance almohade est mise en avant. Ainsi, Abi
Bakr b. ‘Al al-SanhagT, connu sous le nom d’al-Baydag?, écrit une biographie
de son maitre Ibn Tumart dans laquelle il rapporte de maniére mythique
notamment le séjour de ce dernier 4 Constantine et 4 Béjaia. De son c6té, Ibn
al-Qatfan al-Marrakudt (XII° s. ), grand cadi des Almohades, compose une
chronique rapportant des événements survenus au Maghreb depuis la conquéte
arabe jusqu’a la fin du XII® siécle, dont le titre est Nuzum al-guman li-ma
salafa min ahbar al-zaman’. Dans la méme période, un autre sympathisant des
Almohades, Ibn $ahib al-Salat (m. 594h/1198), écrit un ouvrage rapportant
I’histoire des Almohades, al-Man bi-l-imama®. Enfin, on doit au pro-almohade
‘Abd al-Wahid al-Marrakushi (all. 621h/1224) une chronique intitulée al-
Mu'gib fi talhis ahbar al-Magriby’,

L’héritage almohade et le savoir historique

1- Pour plus de détails sur lbn §adde‘1d, voir Allaoua Amara, « Ibn Saddad al-Sanhagi
gami® ahbar al-Magrib al-wasii » dans al-Tarih al- ‘arabi, 21, (2002) p. 67-96.

2- Kitab ahbér al-Mahdr b. Tiimart, documents inédits d’histoire almohade, fragments
manuscrits du “ Legajo * 1919 du fond arabe de I’Escurial, publies et traduits avec une
introduction et des notes par E. Lévi-Provencgal, Paris, Librairie orientaliste Paul
Geuthner, 1928. (textes arabes relatifs & I"histoire de I'Occident musuiman, vol. .

3- Ed. Mahmoud Ali Makki, Beyrouth, Dar al-gharb al-islami, 1990.

4- Ed. “‘Abd el-Hadi Tazi: Tarih Bilad al-Magrib wa-l-Andalus fi ‘ahd al-Muwahhidin,,
Beyrouth, Dar al-gharb al-islami, 1987.

5-Ed. M. S al-‘Aryan et M, A, al-‘Almi, Le Caire, Matba'at al-istiqdma, 1949,
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Aprés D'anéantissement des troupes almohades en Andalus par les
Chrétiens, le Maghreb connait une nouvelle conjoncture marquée par
I’émergence de trois dynasties revendiquant I’héritage almohade : les Hafsides
a Tunis et 4 Béjafa, les ‘Awdalwadides a Tlemcen et les Mérinides a Fés. La
production du savoir historique connait une évolution remarquable notamment
grice aux ouvrages écrits par Ibn ‘IdarT al-Marrakust (all. 712h/1312), Ibn al-
Hattb (m. 776h/1374) et Ibn Khaldoun (m. 808h/1405). Le premier laissa
notamment une chronique rapportrant Phistoire des dynasties du Maghreb et
d’al-Andalus depuis la conquéte musulmane jusqu’au huitiéme siécle de
lheglre dont le titre est al-Bayan al-mugrib ‘an ahbar al-Andalus wa-I-
Magrib'. Le deuxiéme est notamment I’auteur d’une histoire du monde
musulman médiéval intitulée Kitab i ‘mal al-‘a‘lam fi man bii’i‘a min muliik al-
islam®. Quant 4 Ibn Khaldoun, il est I’auteur de la chronique universelle, Kitab
al-‘ibar wa diwéan al-mubtada’ wa-l-habar fi ayyam al- ‘Arab wa-1-‘Agam wa-
I-Barbar wa man ‘dsarahum min dawi al-sultan al-akbar’, dans laquelle il
rapporte [’histoire des nations musulmanes et non-musulmanes depuis
I’ Antiquité jusqu’a la fin du huitiéme siécle de I’hégire.

L’histoire des Mérinides du Maghreb extréme est rapportée par un nombre
impressionnant de chroniqueurs® parmi lequels on trouve al-Dahira al-saniyya
[ tarih al-dawla al-mariniyya (anonyme), al-Anis al-mutrib li-rawd al-qirtas fi
ahbar mulik al-Magrib wa tarih madinat Fas d’lbn Abi Zar® al-Fast (m.
726/1326), Rawdat al-nisrin fi dawlat Bani Marin® d’Ibn al-Ahmar al-Garnati
(m. 810/1407). et al-Hulal al-muwasiyya fi-l-ahbar al-marrakusiyya
(anonyme).

Au Maghreb central, les ‘Abdalwadides de Tlemcen laissérent au moins
trois chroniques dynastiques écrites par les courtisans de la dynastie : Bugyar
al-ruwad fi dikr al-mulitk min Bani ‘Abd al-Wad de Yahya b. Khaldoun (m.
780/1378), frére cadet du celébre ‘Abd al-Rahman, Nuzum al-durr wa-I- ‘iqyan
fi bayan Saraf Bani Zayyan de Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Tanasi (m.
899/1493) et Zuhr al-bustan fi dawlat Bant Zayyan (anonyme).

L’histoire de I’Ifrigiya sous les Hafsides est principalement rapportée par le
Constantinois Ibn Qunfud (m. 809h/1406) dans son ouvrage, al-Farisiyya fi
mabadi’ al-dawla al-hafsiyya, Tbn Samma‘ (all. 861h/1456), auteur d’une

1- Ed. Lévi-Provengal et G. S. Colin, Beyrouth, Dar assakafa, (s. d).

2- Ed. de la partie relative a al-Andalus par E. Levi-Provengal, Rabat, 1934. Ed. de la
section concernant le Maghreb par Ahmad Muhtar al-‘Abbadi et Muhammad Ibrahim
al-Kattani, Casablanca, 1964.

3- Ed. Beytouth, Mu’assasat Gamal, (s d.).

4- Sur I’historiographie mérinide, voir Maya Shatzmiller, L historiographie mermzde
Ibn Khaldin et ses contemporains, Leyde, E. J. Brill, 1982.

5 Ed. ‘Abd al-Wahhab b. Mangiir, Rabat, al-Matba‘a al-malakiya, 1962,
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chronique dynastique, al-Adilfa al-bayyina al-niiraniyya fi mafihiv al-deovla
son ouvrage qui s’intitule Tdrih

Au terme de cet article, quels résultats pouvons-nous tirer 7 D’abord le
nombre modeste de dépdts d’archives ne nous permet pas d’étudier toutes les
structures socio-économiques du Maghreb médiéval. 11 faut done recourir & un
savoir historique écrit par les auteurs, dont la fiabilité pose un probléme. Car
I’histoire était devenue un enjeu majeur de pouvoir politique qui veut montrer
un modéle de société de cour. Face & cette situation, il est possible d’exploiter
d’autres types de sources, comme la production laissée par le monde des
ulémas sous formes de catalogues (fahdris, baramig) et de dictionnaires
biographiques (fabagat, taragim). Les descriptions géographiques et les
voyages fournissent également une documentation importante & I’historien.
Sans oublier I’apport central de I'archéologie traditionnelle et la New
Archacelogy.
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Islam in the modern American Studies

Dr. Bourouayah Mohamed
Emir Abdelkader University

Abstract:

The aim of this article is to check the image of Islam in some
modern American Studies, which have some common features.
including:

1 - Showing the importance of Islam among other Religions in the field
of religious pluralism in the United States of America.

2 — Considering Islam as one of the monotheistic religions, which
originally  belonged to the same  Abrahamic  Religion.
3 - Showing the relationship between Islam and other religions in
America on one hand, and its relationship with the state on the other
hand.
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Introduction:

It is not a sort of claiming, to say that Islam is perceived to many
Americans as religion that is direct, natural, straightforward, and disciplined.

Malcolm x, a convert to Islam whose father is Jewish, and whose mother
is Christian, suggests some of the ways in which Islam has appealed to him.
Michael Wolfe says :( I hadn’t gone shopping for a new religion, after twenty
five years as a writer in America; [ wanted something to soften my cynicism. |
was searching for new terms by which to see ... I couldn’t drawn up a list of
demands , but | had a fair idea of what I was after ...there would be no priests .
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demands , but T had a fair idea of what I was after ...there would be no priests ,
no separation between nature and sacred things .There would be no war with
the flesh , if I could help it. Sex will be nature, not the seat of a curse upon the
species .Finally, I’d want a ritual component, a daily routine to sharpen the
senses and discipline my mind. Above all, I wanted clarity and freedom. I
didn’t want to trade away reason simply to be saddled with a dogma. The more
I learned about Islam, the more it appeared to confirm to what I was after)'.

During my attendance and participation in the aspects of the 2007 study of
the United States institute on religious pluralism, I took the opportunity to
speak to many attractive and charming American writers, such as Mark
juergensmeyer, who he is professor of sociology and director of global and
international studies at the university of California Santa Barbara .he is the
winner of the prestigious grawemeyer award for 20030in the religion category,
and is the author of ‘the new cold war’.

The second charming writer is Professor Catherine Albanese, who is one
of the foremost scholars in the field of American religions, including Islam.

The third charming writer is Professor Jane [. Smith, a professor of Islamic
studies at Hartford seminary in Connecticut .the co-editor of ‘the Muslim
world’, and an editor of ‘the Encyclopaedia of women in world religion °, she
is the author of ‘the concept of Islam in the history of qu’ranic exegesis, and
serves as a member of the commission on inter- faith relations of the national
council of churches.

It is important to mention that many readers confess that the three named
American writers, Mark juergensmeyer, Catherine Albanese, and Jane 1. Smith
are in the first rank in their areas of study.

What Mark Juergensmeyer says about Islamic Justifications for Terrorism:

It seems very important to mention that the writer doesn't make distinction
between terrorism and violence, he views that terrorism is a sort of violence,
which has usually a religious aspect.

In his book, ‘Terror in the mind of god’, juergensmeyer defines ‘terrorism’
with the following :(... but the term ‘terrorism’ has more frequently been
associated with violence committed by disenfranchised groups desperately
attempting to gain a shred of power or influence .Although these groups cannot
liil on the scale that governments with all their military power , their sheer

1 - iiizhasl Wolfe, The Hajj: An American’s Pilgrimage to Mecca (New York: Grove-
Atizic Press; 1998), 6-9.
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numbers , their intense dedication and their dangerous unpredictability have
given them influence vastly out of proportion. Some of these groups have been
inspired by purely secular causes, they have been motivated by leftist
ideologies, as in the cases of the shining path and the tupac amour in Peru, and
the red army in Japan, and they have been propelled by a desire for ethnic or
regional separation, as the cases of Basque militants in Spain and the Kurdish
nationalists in the Middle East)' .

Mark juergensmeyer claims that inspite the Qur’anic prohibition against
killing; there are other Muslim Principles that justify it. According to the
Writer, Violence is required for purposes of punishment; for example, and it is
sometimes deemed necessary for defending the faith.”

Mark juergensmeyer Sets texts and facts proving that Islam has used force
to protect the faith, since the first confrontation between the prophet and the
idolaters :( Even so, Islam has a history of military engagement almost from its
beginning. Scarcely a dozen years after the prophet Muhammad received the
revelation of the Qu’ran in 610; he left his home in Mecca and developed
military stronghold in the nearby town of Medina .Forces Joyal to Muhammad
integrated a series of raids on Meccan camel; caravans; and when the Meccans
retaliated, they were roundly defeated by the prophet's soldiers in the battle of
Badr, the first Muslim military victory. Several years of sporadic warfarc
between the two camps ended in a decisive Muslim victory in the battle of the
trench. By 630 Muhammad and his Muslims had conquered Mecca and much
of western Arabia, and had turned the ancient pilgrimage site of the Kaaba into
a centre for Muslim worship).’

The writer finds that the military victory, the moral force of Islam started
by the prophet Mohamed had been initiated by his caliphs In this context, Mark
Juergensmeyer says: (The caliphs who succeeded the prophet as temporal
leaders of the Muslims community after Muhammad's death in 632 expanded
both the ;military control and spiritual influence of Islam , and over the years
the extraordinary proliferation of the Islamic community throughout the world
has been attributed in a smail measure to the success of its military leaders in
battle.!

The writer adds elsewhere, that there are many historical examples in the
history of Istam affirms that the use of force was designed to protect religion,

1 -Mark Juergensmeyer; Terror in the mind of god, (California: University of
California Press, 3rd edition 2003) p 5-6.

2- Mark juergensmeyer, P 80-81.

3 - Mark juergensmeyer, Terror in the mind of God, p 81.

4 -Ibid. p 81.
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and not to attack the others, since the Islamic sanctioning of military force s
not indiscriminate; however. Most historical examples justify the use of force
by an established; military or govermental power only for the purpose of
defending the faith. Elsewhere, the writer believes that there are some Muslim
rulers who used force for nation-building and expansion, and not only to
protect the faith and this is the work done by some the Nisari branch of Ismaili
in the twelfth century:’...though there were rogue groups of Muslims in the
twelfth century —the Nizari branch of Ismaili Islam — who used what might be
called terrorism in establishing a small empire based in the north of Persia near
the Caspian sea, Hardly the models of virtuous society, the members of the
order were said to have used drugs and were dubbed hashshashin or; in
Medieval Latin ; assassini ; 'drug users'. They expanded their political power
by infiltrating their opponent's camps and killing their leaders; often by slitting
their throats with a knife .although their empire was short —lived; they left their
legacy on the terminology of political terrorism)." ‘
It seems that the writer has not a clear idea on what he called Ismaili
islam, because he has forgotten many of the historical events related to this
islamic sect and its principles, which I can summarize in the following points:

1-In the eighth century, & dispute arose over who should lead the Shia
community after the death of the Sixth Imam, Jaafar ibn Muhammad (also
known as Jaafar al 8adiq). Those who followed the teaching of Musa al Kazim
became the main body of Shi’ites, while those who followed the teachings of
Musa’s brother, Ismail, were called Ismailis.

2-Ismail was excluded from succession for most Shiites because he
allegedly drank wine. Ismailis are also called “Seveners,” because they broke
off from the main body of the Shi’a community over this disagreement over the
identity of the Seventh Imam.

3-According to the Ismailis, the Quran contained “inner” or “hidden”
meanings which were secretly transmitted to Ali, and from him they passed
down through the line of proper successors to the Imamate. The faith could
gain access to these hidden meanings, but only after a careful initiation process
and gradual teachings. The masses, however, had to remain content with the
outer meanings.

1 - Mark juergensmeyer, P 81-82,
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4-According to Ismaili doctrine, history is divided into seven periods. Each
period starts with a prophet who is followed by six infallible Imams. The first
six prophets were Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jesus and Muhammad. An
interpreter accompanies each Imam in order to teach the secret meaning of the
Imam’s words to a small group of disciples.

5-The previous six interpreters were Seth, Shem, Isaac, Aaron, Simon
Peter and Ali. The six Shia Imams (from al-Hasan to Ismail) followed
Muhammad and his interpreter Ali. They do not believe that their seventh
Imam, Muhammad, actually died. Instead they believe that he went into hiding
and will eventually appear as the Mahdi. At that time, he will inaugurate a new
era in which old traditions, even Islam, will become obsolete.

6-For his followers, Ismail became associated with various movements
seeking not simply to overthrow the Abbasid caliphate, but also the entire
social order. The goal was a wholesale reinterpretation of Islam which would
incorporate various elements of Hellenistic Christianity which had been
prevalent in the Near East before the advent of Isiam.

7-One of the most successful popular revolts stemming from Ismaili beliefs
was launched by the Qarmatians, named after their leader Hamdan Qarmat
They set up something along the lines of a community republic near Kufa, in
Iraq, late in the ninth century CE, and they even gained control of present-day
Bahrain eventually. All goods of “general utility” were owned in common, bul
in the name of the absent Imam.

8-Ismailis do not believe that any of their Imams have disappeared from
the world in order to return later. Instead, they have followed an unbroken line
of leaders, the most recent of whom was Karim al Husayni Agha Khan IV, an
active figure in internaticnal humanitarian efforts.

Mark juergensmeyer claims that there are some Muslim thinkers such as
Sayyid Qutb and Mawdudi who do not believe in dialogue with the West, Bul
on the contrary,

they are intellectually responsible for the status of the conflict between
East and West '...specifically ; Qutb railed against those who encouraged the
cultural ; political ; and economic domination of the Egyptian government by
the west.Qutb spent several years in the united states studying educational
administration .This experience only confirmed his impression that American

ot
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society was essentially racist and that American policy in the Middle East was
dictated by Israel and what he regarded as the Jewish lobby in Washington ;
nc.!

Mark juergensmeyer and his Misinterpretation of Qutb's thought:

There is no doubt that Mark juergensmeyer had misunderstood Sayed
Qutb's thought, especially when claiming that Sayed Qutb is the founder of the
idea of Rejection of cultural and civilizational dialogue

With the west, mainly America; and this true only in the case of official
west and official America and not all the popular West or the popular America.
1 realize that the correct interpretation of Sayed Qutb's thought should be
reflected by giving a full survey of his life; his real principles and his
significance.

Sayyid Qutb was born in 1960 in the province of Asyut, which is located
in southern Egypt. His parents were both deeply religious people who were
well-known in the area. From his years as a young child until the age of 27, he
experienced a rigorous education. Qutb’s evident desire for knowledge
continued throughout his [ife. He began his clementary education in a religious
school located in his hometown village. By the age of 10, he had already
committed the entire text of the Qur’an to memory.” After transferrmg to a
more modern government-sponsored school, Qutb graduated primary school in
1918. Due to his interests in education and teaching, Qutb enrolled into a
teacher’s college and graduated in 1928. Next, he was admitted into Dar al-
Ulum, a Western-style university which was also attended by Hasan al-Banna,
an Arab-Islamic leader who Qutb would later join in the Muslim Brotherhood®

After his graduation from Dar al-Ulum in 1933, Qutb began his teaching
career and eventually became involved in Egypt’s Ministry of Education. The
Ministry sent him abroad to the United States to research Western methods of
teaching. He spent a total of two years in the United States from 1948 to 1950.
During that time, Qutb studied at Wilson’s Teachers’ College on the east coast
before moving west and earning a M.A. in education at the Umver31ty of
Northern Colorado.! Qutb’s strong conviction that Islam was superior to all

I -Sarah Lee Caldwell,'re: Kali's child -reply,’ Religion in South Asia; an internet
listserv; May 5; 1998; quoted with the permission of prof.Caldwell.

2 1. Berman, Paul. "The Philosopher of Islamic Terror.” New York Times, March 23,
2003.

3- Hussein, Mir Zahair. Global Islamic Politics (New York, 2003), pe.74.
4 - Abdel-Malek, Kamal ed. America in an Arab Mirror (New York, 2000), pg.10.
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other systems was made clear in his work Social Justice in Islam, which was
written prior to his trip. Nevertheless, many scholars believe that it was during
his trip to the United States that Qutb became convinced of the West’s spiritual
and moral bankruptcy. In "The America 1 Have Seen," a personal account of
his experiences in United States, Qutb expresses his admiration for the great
economic and scientific achievements of America, yet he is deeply dismayed
that such prosperity could exist in a society that remained "abysmally primitive
in the world of the senses, feelings, and behavior."!

Qutb’s rejection of the West would lead him towards a more radical agenda
in Egypt that affirmed his Islamic beliefs. Upon return to Egypt in 1950. he
joined the Muslim Brotherhood. The cause of the Muslim Brotherhood. which
was founded in 1928 by Hasan al-Banna, had much in common with Sayyid
Qutb’s anti-West attitude. The Brotherhood was established in reaction to the
Western dominance over Egypt at the time. Al-Banna and the Brotherhood
believed that the solution to the Western problem lay in a return to Islam.

In fact, I do not agree with Berman Paul to the use of the term 'Islamic
terror', because this means that Islam is not peaceful and non-tolerant, which is
denied by the texts of Islam.

Islam, a religion of mercy, doesn't permit terrorism .In the quran, God said:

(God does not forbid you from showing kindness and dealing
justly with those who have not fought you about religion and have not
driven you out of your homes. God loves just dealers). (Quran, 60:8)

The Prophet Muhammad (P.B.U.H) used to prohibit soldiers from killing
women and children; and he would advise them: (...Do not betray, do not be
excessive, and do not kill a newborn child.)* And he also said: (whoever has
killed a person having a treaty with the Muslims shall not smell the fragrance
of Paradise, though its fragrance is found for a span of forty years.) *Also, the
Prophet Muhammad (P.B.U.H) has forbidden punishment with fire. He once
listed murder as the second of the major sins,” and he even warned that on the

I - Qutb, Sayyid. "The America I Have Seen" (New York, 2000), pg.11.
2 - Narrated in Saheeh Muslim, H1731, and A/l-Tirmidi, H1408.

3 - Nairated in Saheeh Al-Bukhari, 113166, and 16n Majah, H2686.

4 - Narrated in Abu-Dawood, H2675.

5 - Narrated in Saheeh Al-Bukhari, H5871, and Saheeh Musiim, H38.
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Day of Judgment, {the first cases to be adjudicated between people on the Day
of Judgment will be those of bloodshed.)'

Muslims are even encouraged to be kind to animals and are forbidden to
hurt them. Once the Prophet Muhammad (P.B.U.H) said :( A woman was
punished because she imprisoned a cat until it died. On account of this, she was
doomed to Hell. While she imprisoned it, she did not give the cat food or drink,
nor did she free it to eat the insects of the earth.}?

He also said that a man gave a very thirsty dog a drink, so God forgave his
sins for this action. The Prophet (P.B.U.H) was asked, “Messenger of God, are
we rewarded for kindness towards animals?” He said: (There is a reward for
kindness to every living animal or human.)?

Additionally, while taking the life of an animal for food, Muslims are
commanded 1o do so in a manner that causes the least amount of fright and
sutfering possible. The Prophet Muhammad said: (When you slaughter an

animal, do so in the best way. One should sharpen his knife to reduce the
suffering of the animal.)*

In light of these and other Islamic texts, the act of inciting terror in -the
hearts of defenseless civilians, the wholesale destruction of buildings and
properties, the bombing and maiming of innocent men, women, and children
are all forbidden and detestable acts according to Islam and the Muslims.
Muslims follow a religion of peace, mercy, and forgiveness, and the vast
majority have nothing to do with the violent events some have associated with
Muslims. If an individual Muslim were to commit an act of terrorism, this
person would be guilty of violating the laws of Islam.

Catherine Albanese and his book' America: religions and religion:

Book Description
Since its first publication in 1981, 'AMERICA: RELIGIONS AND

| - Narrated in Saheeh Muslim, H1678, and Saheeh Al-Bukhari, H6533.
2 - Narrated in Saheeh Musiim, H2422, and Saheeh Al-Bukhari, H2365.
3 - Narrated in Saheeh Muslim, H2244, and Saheeh Al-Bukhari, H2466.
4 - Narrated in Saheeh Musiim, H1955, and Al-Tirmizi, H1409,

18



v

Dr. Bourcuayah Mohamed Inlaran ite nede: © Anaiwsn

RELIGION' has become the standard introduction 1o the study of Americar
religious traditions, Written by one of the foremost scholars in the fieid o
American religions, this textbook has infroduced thousands of stndents i 1y
rich religious diversity thai has alwavs been a hallmark of the Amoericar
religious experience. Beginning with Native American religious fradiions apo
following the course of America's religions history up to the present day. 1his
text gives students the benefir of the author's extensive, miluential scholarship
in a clear manner that has proven to be readily accessible for toda~
undergraduates. This long-awaited new edition explores a variety recent ey ents
and developments, inctuding increasing religious pluralism, the srow(h of pos
pluralism and the culture of religious combinations, recent elipious change
among Native Americans, renewed interest in the Kabbalah amonp Jows ane
others, present-day concerns in Catholicism and among Protestants, the
Christian Right, new spirituality, religion and sexuality.

The writer dedicated, Chapter IX to Lastern Peoples and Eastorn Relipion.
including Islam. In brief, the writer has dealt with the tbllowing topics:

1- The religious meaning of Islam: Catherine Albauese allivmed that Lilam
is one of monotheist religions; his fellows announced themselves the spiritual
relatives of Jews and Christians. Thus; Islam is defined by a manathertie and o
peaceful meaning.'

2- Transformations of Islam in the United States: la the eariy time. the
United States Muslims built only slowly: the first mosque at Highland Parl
(Detroit), Michigan, in 1919 .even in the carly 19705, anly about nhwenty
mosques existed in the country .but by the 19905, that pattern clearly clinngeed,
and in the early twenty first century numerous mosques stand in citien aml
towns all over the Nation >

I have to note that Catherine Albancse was Mcerely talking abwour (he
history of Islam in America without mentioning the factors for the grnvil.
which are identified in the book' The Muslims of Amcrica’ Profl Yvonne
Haddad addresses the main factors in Islam’s growth in the 115 “lhe
dramatic growth of the Muslim community in the United Siates is o recent
phenomenon, taking place primarily over the last three decades in responsa 1o
changes in American immigration laws and the demands of the fabor market,”™
Islamic Horizons echoes this assertion: “The Muslims ol North Americn
proudly flaunt the fact that they arc a people with a population over cig

1 -Catherine Albanese, America: religions and religion (Thomson Learning Acadernin
Resource Center, 1999, p208,

2 -Ibid; p 209.

3 - Haddad, “Introduction: The Muslims of America,” 4
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million and growing.... These figures do not, however, highlight the fact that a
west majority of these eight million are Muslims who either came to this
~cntinent after the 1960°s or are reverts [i.e., people who return to their former
+uslim beiiefs].”

Again, conversion has not been the major factor in Islam’s growth, with

+0 major exceptions, The first is given by Wendy Zoba in a Christianity

“rday cover story entitled “Islam, U.S.A": “Islam is gaining most of its U.S.

~rnverts in prisons and on university campuses. The majority of American

~nverts to Islam — 85 to 90 percent — are black.” In addition, the number of

% merican women who marry Muslim men and convert is estimated to be about
00 per year.2

African-Americans make up an estimated 42 to 45 percent of the Muslims
. America’. Carl Ellis places the actual number of African-American Muslims

2.6 million. Of these, only 18,000 to 20,000 are members of Louis
“arrakhan’s organization, the Nation of Islam.*

Christians may wish they could say that Islam and Christianity were two
~mplementary faiths; two alternate paths to salvation. In reality, their
“undational teachings are diametrically opposed.” For Muslims “it is an article

I' - Muzammil H. Siecigi, “Learning from History,” Jslamic Horizons, March—April
1418/1998, 6. It s conservatively estimated there are about 35,000 Muslim immigrants
searly. (Poston, 16, 33.) ‘

v - Dretke, 4. According to Dretke, this statistic is mitigated by the fact that many of
trzse wemen revert back to their Christian roots when their children get older (i.e.,
=hove 7 or 8 years old). Also, cf., Zoba, 42.

= - Further references include, Joseph P. Gudel, “Hate Begotten of Hate,” Forward,
F=I1 1986, 9-11, 23-25: Poston with Ellis, 109-66; 247-61; Gilbreath, 52-53. Azim
inzamuddin, “What Muslims Can Offer America,” Islamic Horizons, March-April
[418/1998, 35; Poston, 22.

4 - Gilbreath, 53. For years orthodox Muslims have denounced Farrakhan’s Nation of
i~lam as heretical; however, this may have changed last year when Farrakhan claimed
in accept orthodox Muslim beliefs, rejecting his previous heretical doctrines and
tazism. See “The Family Grows: Farrakhan and Nation of Islam Move toward Islam,”
I"lamic Horizons, March-April 1421/2000, 10; Toure Muhammad and Askia
Muhammad, “We .Are a Family,” The Final Call: Online (www.finalcall.com), 15
March 2000; Askia Muhammad and Eric Ture Muhammad, “Savior’s Day 2000
Weekend Brings Many Joyous Surpriscs,” The Final Call: Online, 15 March 2000.

" - For more information see Joseph P. Gudel, “Islam’s Worldwide Revival,” Forward,
Fall 1985, 16-21; Joseph P. Gudel, “To Every Muslim an Answer,” Forward, Winter
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of faith that Islam is guidance for humanity,”' and they are commanded to do
all they can to spread their faith. Islam denies the Trinity, the deity of Christ,
his death on the cross for our sins, and salvation by grace.

James Dretke expresses the Christian attitude very well: “For Christians
who take seriously Jesus” Great Commission in Matthew 28:18-20, it is a great
thrill to see so many Muslims on our doorsteps. While we cannot easily gain
entry into their countries...God has brought them to ours.” ?

Jane 1. Smith and his book ' Islam in America';

The above Smith's book gives for readers with no background in Islam, a
fairly readable overview of the basic tenets of Islam and some of the tensions
within the Muslim community in the United States. She is particularly good in
her coverage of the development of Islam amongst African Americans and the
relationship between Islamic practice and American identity politics.For
anyone with more than a passing knowledge of these issues, however, Smith's
treatment will seem overly simple and far too defensive. Her work is
remarkably uninformed by the study of Islam in other societies and makes no
reference to scholarly debates regarding Islam in the United States. Her work
shows a strong bias towards what she understands to be Orthodox practice and
a corresponding disdain for synchretist movements. She mentions tensions
within the Islamic community, but fails to give the reader enough details to
understand the relative importance of the positions she mentions. In the end,
Smith's work is readable, but not particularly enlightening. it could only be
recommended to the reader with the absclute minimum of background on the
subject.

The five elements of faith and how they are presented by Jane Smith:

Jane Smith presented the five elements of Islam as the following:

I- Faith in God: according to Jane Smith; this faith is often expressed by
the term” tawhid’ ; meaning both God's oneness and the human acknowledge of
it. It presupposes that no other being is like god and that humans must not only

1986, 21-25; Joseph P. Gudel, “Religious Radicalism: Rmht or Wrong?" Christian
Research Journal, Winter-Spring 1990, 16-19,

I - Abdullah Ghazi, “Reaching Out with the Guidance for Humanity,” Islamic
Horizons, September—October 1420/1999, 33

2 - Dretke, 5
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testify to god's uniqueness but also must reflect their belief in it through their
own lives and actions.'

2-Faith in the reality of angels : Jane Smith realized that Muslims believe
that angels exist and play and active role in human life; this faith , as Jane
Smith added has been part of Muslims' religious awareness from the earliest
days of Muhammad's encounter with God through the angel Gabriel.?

3-Faith in God's Messengers: Muslims understand that God has sent his
revelation (wahy) through a series of communication to humanity in a variety
ways; through a variety of people. Jane Smith affirmed that Jesus is considered
in Islam to be the greatest of the prophets and messengers of Islam before
Muhammad, although not the son of God or in any way Devine. With the
revelation of Muhammad; God is said to have concluded the process of
revelation Muhammad is thus referred to as the seal of prophecy.’

4- Faith in the Holy books: Jane Smith affirmed the Muhammad; the fact
that God has sent books; and complete revelations; to both the Jews and
Christians before the coming of Muhammad. The message contained in those
books is essentially that contained in the Qur'an.*

5- Faith in the day of resurrection and judgment: In Islam, as the concept of
tawhid ties together all people at the end off time for an accounting of how
they have lived their lives. As the Qur'an makes abundantly clear; this will be a
momentous occasion, signalled by the trumpet of the ange! [srafil.}

According to point of view, what Jane said is not incompatible with the
opinion of Muslim scholars on the foundations and elements of the Islamic
faith. Fethullah Gulen in his book 'Essentials of the Islamic Faith’ explains the
principal elements of Islamic belief - belief in the existence and Unity of God,
in Resurrection and the Day of Judgment; in Divine Scriptures and other
familiar themes of Islamic discourse. What is special and unique about the
presentation of them in this book is that the author is constantly aware of the
encroachment (and the seductive appeal) of cultural attitudes which are hostile
not to Islam only but to any religious and contemplative way of life.

! -Jane I .Smith; Islam in America (Columbia University Press: New York 1999: p 6.
2 -Ibid.

3 -lbid; p 7.
4 -Jane Smith ,P §.
5 - Ibid, p 8.
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Conclusion :

In order to sum up this research, I can mention the following points:
1 - Islam was not presented in the modern American studies in the same way,
some of the studies focused on the history of Islam in the past, the present but;
some others did not give importance to this issue, they were merely seeking for
link between Isiam and terrorism.
2 — Some American writers; especially Mark juergensmeyer did not make
distinction between Islam and Muslim behavior.
3 - We must note that Jane Smith has committed a great objectivity in dealing
with the history of evolution of Islam.,
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