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Bemstein s THEOIY ©. . oi e e B, Dr LAOUERA OMAR

Bernstein’s Theory of Language Codes :
Is It a Theory of Linguistic Deficit ?

By : Dr LAOUIRA OMAR.
Introduction

1 have found some difficulties to understand his ideas, but | managed to
do so from secondary references and from the criticisms which were
levelled against him. | have stated a number of criticim against Bernstein’s
theory which are reasonable in my opinion.

The third point is the answer to the question stated in the essay which is
about the deficiency of Bernstein’s theory claimed by a lot of social
scientists. They take his theory as a good example of linguistic deficit in
schools, and use it to account for educational failure.

Bernstein’s theory of language codes

The first idea in Bernstein’s theory is related to the characteristics of
speech forms. He distinguishes between two types of language-use: « public
language » and « formal language ». ‘

The characteristics that determine « Public language » are as Dittmar
{1976) stated them :

1- Short, grammatically simple, often unfinished sentences.

2- Simple and repetitive use of conjunctions (So, then
because.. ).

3- Inability to hold a formal subject through speech sequence.

4-  Rigid and limited vse of adjectives and adverbs. (p.20)

The Characteristics of « Formal speech » are in Dihmar’s words

‘d]h Accurate grammatical order and syntax regulates ? what is

said.

2- Logical modifications and stress are mediated through
grammatically complex sentence construction.

3« Frequent use of prepositions which - indicate logical
relationships.

4- Frequent use of the personal pronoun « I».

{
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3- A discrinunative setection from a range of adjectives and
adverbs (Ditimar, 19760 p 20

The most widelv known theory of Bernstein states that there are two
ditferent kinds of language-use within the class society, « restricted » and
elaborated » code. The difference between the two languages is within the
guality of speech used by the working class and the middle class. The
difference between the two classes- n terms of languages- is not a matter of
underlying grammar. dialect or slang but 1t is of the different way of using
the grammatical system and vocabulary. _

Rosen (1974} believes that Bernstein assigns the differences in
speech hetween the two classes to their diffevent relationships to the
social structure (Rosen, 1974, p.4).

Rosen (1974) gives a good account of why the twe classes use
different « codes ». He said that: «the two classes can be said to be
using different codes because there are differences in the principles
which underlie the particular choices they make in speech. They arise
because there are two different kinds of socialization involved which
find their expression in different kinds of languages » (p.4).

After drawing attention to the existence of codes in the working and
middle class languages. we try now to emphasise on the essential
differences between the two codes. Rosen (1974) summarises the main
points of difference. :

1) The restricted code is qualified by being predictable because it
s derived from narrow resource of language. therefore it is rigid, the
elaborated code 1s rather flexible.

2) The speaker using the restricted code has some difficulty in
« verbalizing » his thoughts. but the middle class speaker finds it easier to
verbalize his intention, ‘

3) From the codes derive different orders of meaning, the
restricted code end to « particularistic » meanings in which principles are
never made explicit, so that no availability to inspection and change. The
elaborated code gives room to « universalistic » meaning which makes the

principles and operations explicit so that it gives chance to the individuals
1o some possibibity of change.
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4) The concepts « unmiversalistic »  and « particularstic » are
fnked 1o two others which are « context-free » and « context-bound ». The
speaker of the restricted code is refated to the tmmediate situation. and his
speech can be understood only by the participants, But the speaker using
elaborated code is free from this lunitation; therefore. he could be
understood by all people.

3) The restricted code is known to operate through « metaphor »
and condensed symbols. but in the efaborated code, condensed symbols are
nore rational. (Rosen, 1974, pp.4.3).

Resen (1974) points out that all these differences are connected with
two tvpes of family, so that we find the restricted code related to the
« positional » working class family, and the elaborated code in the middie
class « pevsonal » fanuly (p.5)

Stuhbs (1976) draws attention to some details about this latter pomnt that
« both famihv tvpes can be found in both middle class and working ciass.
but implies that. at the present time. « positional » famihes are more
characteristic of the sworking class » (p. 44).

Stubbs {1976) explains further more about Bernsten's theory.

He satd that Bernstein makes a distinction between « sociolinguistic »
codes {elaborated and restricted) and  « speech variants » {elaborated and
restricted) which convert the codes into veal facts. (p. 43)

He defines the «codes» from Bernstein's pomt of view that they are
entively abstracts. underlving interpretive procedures which « generate »
different speech variants in different contexts, » (p. 43)

From this definttion, Stubbs (1976} argues that Bernsten 1s no longer

claiming that there s a direct relationship between a speaker’s social class
and the codes he uses. Bernstein has introduced two new kinds of concepts
of speech, variant and context {p.43). Stubbs (1976) pomts out that « speech
variant » is not a language in itself. He defines it as « contextual constraints
upon grammatical lexical choices » {Bernstein 1975, quoted n Stubbs 1976,
P43

He argues that there is no detail specified in Bernstein’s work of these
choices, but they are defined in the same way as codes, so m the case of s

ak
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restricted speech variant, it is characterized by a reduced range of syntactic
alternatives and a small range of vocabulary.

In sum, speech variants are not defined in terms linguistic forms, but in
terms of « meanings » (Stubbs 1976, p.43).

Stubbs (1976) continues arguing that elaborated speech variants ae
known to form « universalistic » meanings which are explicit and related to
a given context. On the other hand we have restricted speech variant giving
access 10 « particularistic » meanings which are « implicit » and don’t give
importance to many meanings shared between the speaker and the hearer
(p-43). '

Stubbs (1976} draws attention to what Bernstein calls the four critical
socializing contexts which determine whether a person is an elaborated or
restricted code user.

The Bernstein’s four critical socializing contexts are :

1} Regulative, e.g; to be told off by mother.

2} Instructional, ¢.g; the classroom.

3)  lmaginative, ¢.g; in play.

4)  Interpersonal, e.g; in talking with others where

the child is made aware of emotional states (Stubbs 1976, p.43).

In the end we come to the crucial point of Bernstein’s theory. Stubbs
(1976) believes that Bernstein is attempting to formulate a theory which
relates a child’s social class, family background, language-use and cognitive
style »{p.44).

Bernsten (1974) claims that access to the codes is « broadly related to
social  class» (Bernstein 1974, quoted in Stubbs 1976, p.44) and that
possibly there is a selective access to elaborated code. In other words, some
working class speakers do not have access to elaborated code but on the
other hand, middle class speakers have the opportunity to speak both codes,

agd this 1s because there is a selective access to the role system which
brings out the use of the codes (Stubbs, 1976, p.44).
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{n order to make clear the cmzcept of class in Bernstein’ s theory. 1
prefer to quote what Adlam (1977) said in this context : « In Bernstein’s
thesis class is seen as regulating the distribution of what counts as dominant
or privileged meanings and the acceptable form of their realisation,
According to this particular thesis, class affects the form of transmission
and the institutionalisation of elaborated codesO in education as well as their
distribution between families. Middle class families are orientated to the
meanimgs and communication patterns of the elaborated code because the
class  structure points such families towards a structure of social
relationships  which gives rise to an elaborated code. The structure of social
relationships typical of many lower-working class families gives rise to the
semantic orientation and communication patterns of the restricted code
again through the action of the wider class structure » (p.3)

Criticisms of Bernstein’s theory :

There have been some criticisms against Bernstein’s theory. In this
essay, 1 would hike to summarise some of them in the following points :

1) Jakson (1973} believes that Bernstein's theory has been changing a
lot, because what was said in the period between 1965 and 1971 1s not the
same after 1971, The idea of «code» in 1971 means something quite
different from what was its conception before.

The same criticism is levelled by Stubbs (1976) when he said that « It is
difficult to assess Bernstein’s work for several practical reasons (...) first,
his views have altered in crucial respects since his first paper was published
in 1958 (p.36).

2) Jakson (1973) points out that there is no evidence that the codes
exist. In other words, there scem to be no data uncovered by Bemstein or
anybody else, for which could be taken as a proof to the existence of
claborated and restricted codes, and which may be considered as a useful or
economical explanatory hypothesis (p.66).

The same argument is held by Stubbs (1976). He 1s sceptical about the
existence of the codes, because as he said : «Bernstein dropped the notion
that the codes exist as observable language» (p46).
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Stubbs (1976) believes that there is only one sense in which the codey
could be said to exist which s as « hvpothetical constructs » having the role
to explam the social class ditferences in language use and cognitive
ortentation, (pd6)

3} Dittmar {1976} argues about the devision of language into « public »
an « formal » langnage that « the charactenistics of the two speech forms do
not correspond either in their sequence or in their references to linguistic,
psychologic or other evidence » (p.21).

He summarises the criticisms of Bernstein’s characterization of the
speech forms in the following poinis. he said :

1) « They only give us a very global idea of what kind of differences
can exist between the two speech forms ».

2} « The division between the linguistic level and other levels is not
clantied » {(p.21)

3} «’the characterizations originate {rom normative concepts which
are netther questioned from the social point of view nor justified by any
explicit, empirically explanatory model »(p.21).

Jackson (1973) also criticises Bemstein's distinction between « public »
and « formal » language. He said that « It is natural to comment that these
are habits of thought rather than of language. and their connection with
matters like - sav- the structure of syntax is not ar all obvious »{ p.69).

+) Stubbs {1976) suggests that « Bernstein's theory has an unclear and
unacceptable status. First, it is now formulated in a way which makes it
uniestable. Second, it has & Joose. if not actually contradictory relationship
to the expernmental evidence said to support it » { p48).

>Rosen (1974) has tried o make the following criticisms of
Berpsterw’s work, he said

a)

it 15 based on an madequate concept of class which lacks theoretical
support,

’D}A o« Arising from that. he presents a stereotyped view of working
class life in general and its language in particular »

G
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o) Further, he atmbulcs m msdd ¢ class spual\em In %nuai certain rare
and remarkable intellectual virtues. but there 1s an inadequate examination
of the way in which their language is affected by their class positioit »{pl13).

Rosen 11974) goes further in his ¢riticism to Bernstein's work. thus he
said that there 18 an ambiguity in Bernstein's stance, or possibly a kind of
tension between some of his arguments and others. He said also that .

« there can be found throughout his work a persistent concern that
education  should be reshaped to accommodate the working — class child by
embodving his value and Tus culture »(p13)

Rosen (1974) stated also that « this concern is tied to giving working-
class children access to the elaborated codes, a concept which s explained
m such a way that it fumnishes no guide to possible strategics and can be
made to justify quite contradictory practices. »{(p.13)

i feel that the three criticisms pointed out by Rosen (1974) are quite fair
but the last point which dealt with education and the social class is
misleading because Bernstein does not have in his strategy to help the
working class to overcome their language problem when he constituted his
theory, | can conclude from that a judgment on Rosen’s attitude. He 13
taking Berpstein's theory as a deficrt one,

o)Berpstein (1971) claims that the working class has a restricted code.
but Rosen (19745 proves from a Bernstein’s quotation-that the working
class has powerful potentialities of speech. He argues also that some of his
colleagues { Barnes. Bmmn)hd\e satd that :

_ wexpressive lapguage is persistently outlawed in schools, especially
m those areas of the curriculum which supposedly demand the elaborated
code, hisfory, science, etc. »(p. 14)

7) Rosen (1974) considers that the criticisms of Bernstein to the
concept of « compensatory education « is applicable to his theory as well.
He wonders why Bernstein claims that there is something lacking in the
working class which is the « elaborated code », and in the same time
protests agaist the harm provoked by the label « linguistic deprivation »
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Bernstein stated in one of his books that « the normal linguistic
environment of the working class is one of relative deprivation »,
{Bernstein, 1971 p.66 quoted in Rosen, 1974 p.15)

I think that Rosen {1974) from his last cristicism to Bernstein is bearing
* in mind that his theroy is a deficit one.

8) Westergaard and Resler (1975) criticise Bernstein’s theory in several
points, { shall point out two important ones only ;

a) Bernstein is promoting a « caricature » when he labels the working-
class perspectives and orientations to be lacking vision and capacity to
move from the particular fo the general and from the present to the future.
This attitude of Bernstein leaves out of account those features of the
working class file and history which cannot be fitted with it (p. 336)

b) Bernstein has a progressive inspiration because he encourages the
content of education for the majority of children to be designed to make
schooling more relevantto their current and probable future daily

experience, and more closely to the local circumstances and particular
situations with which they are familiar.

I think, from the second point of criticism that Westergaard and Resler
tend to consider Bernstein’s theory as a deficit one.

9} Dittmar {(1976) reported the critics of Coulthard to Bernstein. He said
that: «apart from the contradictory formulated definition of the code
concept, it is still unclear to Coulthard by what linguistic characteristics the -

further subdivisions of the codes (object, person division, means, aims,
etc...) can be diagnosedy. (p. 91)

Coulthard (1969) Concludes also thaf « the theory now has three binary

divisions producing eight codes, but there is no reason why it should stop
here (976 p91).

10) The criticisms levelled by Labov (1971) against Bernstein deals
with the implications of the code 'concept for prammatical theory. I his
view, the 'idea of a limited vocabulary in Bernstein’s restricted code means
that there is a limited possibility of speech utilizing grammar, which helps

8
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to predict the occurence of vocabulary items. Bur that cannot happen unless
the speakers have a command of grammar capable of generating only a
finite number of sentences. However, as all speakers of English can produce
an infinite number of sentences, so Bernstein cannot reach to the idea of
restricted code from the quantification of lexical units such as rare
adjectives, pronouns efc. (In Dittmar 1976 p.91).

Dittmar (1976) Points out that « It should be borne in mind that with a
basic vocabulary of 850 words, the speaker of English can already produce
an unlimited number of sentences » (p. 92).

[1) Even though Oeverman (1970) has been influenced by Bernstein’s
theory, he has criticized 1t in some points -

1§ He said that « Bernstein has not paid sufficient attention to the
« non ~verbal » factor of behaviour.
2) Oeverman (1971) finds the definition of the « linguistic

codes » « circular », so he describes that as a general methodology dilemma .
of sociological measurements.

He finds also that this circularity deriving from the unspecified
definition of the « linguistic codes » on the sociological, psychological and
Iinguistic levels.

3} Oeverman (1970} argues that « there is a difference between »
« Hnguistic code » and «dialect». He believes that «apart from the
« codes » which are primarily relevant to class differences, dialect can act
solely as a secondary filter of intellectual capabilities » (In Dittmar, 1976
p.77). '

Bernstein’s theory : is it a deficit one ?

In order to come to the conclusion whether Bernstein’s theory is a
deficit one or not, we must start by the definition of the deficit theories, and
state their arguments about the educational failure.
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Robinson (1976) considers a deticit theory. the one which says tha -
«some children are lacking qualities which the educational service has 1o
make 1p »{p. 39)

Dittmar (1976) has the same argument as Robinson {1976} when he
said that « the fallacy of the proponents of the deficit theory lies in their
tracimg the faifure of the child at school to his personal deficiencies, to the
« harmtul » environment of the peer group »(p. 94)

Some deficit theories are known by their emphasis on the crucial
feature of «cultural deprivation » which is linguistic and cognitive
deprivation.  Some of the recently researches have concentrated on the
characteristics of the verbal deprivation which are .

1y The «lower~class child’s verbal response to a  formal and
threatening sifuation is used to demonstrate his lack of verbal capacity. or
verbal defieit »,

2} «This verbal deficit is declared to be a major cause of the lower-
class child’s poor performance in school ».

31« Since middle class children do better in school. middle class
speech habits are seen to be necessary for learning ».

4}« Class and ethoic differences in grammatical form are equoted
with differences in the capacity for logical analvsis » (Labov, 1970, quoted
in Dittmar 1976 p 933,

Educationalists have found in Bernstein's theory a good support for
their educational policies, and recommended the solution for the working-
class children within the « compensatory education ».

Stubbs (1976) said that « Bernstein®s work has been used, for example,

to support the oversimple statement that « educational failure is linguistic
failure »{p. 48).

As i_ have said previously, there are some social scientists who have
been using Bermstein's theory as a basis for their research and as 8

10
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heoretical solution to the deprived children. We can give as examples.
Bereiter an Engelmann.

According to them. «the poor intellectual ability of black lower class
children 1s reflected in their inadequate speech. »(In Dittmar, 1976 p. 80)

P ocan  cite also Dittmar (1976) and Rosen (1974) who are taking
Bernstein's theorv as a deficit one.

Dittmar {1976} said that « the value attached to the tests is based on the
assumiption  that the verbal part has more singnificance than the none verbal
part. If this 1s valid as a general assumption for the intelligence test. then we
must, together with Eels etal. (1951) object that this very promise inﬂicti
an unfair handicap on lower-class children »{p. 33 |

Rosen (1974) believes that Bernstein has criticized himself when he has
rejected the idea of « compensatory education ».

lensen (1969) also finds in Bermstein’s theory a useful support to his
argument.  He believes that the « elaborated code » of Bernstein is so
«lexible », detatled and subtle (in Keddie, 1973 p.4}.

There are also Hess and Shipman who draw on their interpretation of
the carly work of Bernstein to  prove that there is a linguistic differential
responses between different social groups (In Robinson, 1976 p. 41).

The Tast one 1 would like to mention here is Labov (1969). Apart from
his criticisms to Bernstein’s theory. he is taking it as a deficit one. He
believes that « Bernsteins views are filtred through a strong bias against all
lorms of working-class behaviour. so that middle-class language is seen as
superior 1 every respect » (Labov, 1969 quoted in Keddie, 1973, p.24).

Now we come to the conclusion about the deficiency of Bernstein's
theory. whether it is right to say so. As Stubbs (1976) points out that it is
unfair to Bernstein that a lot of social scientists have been using his theory
o explain the educational failure. He reported that « bevond a pupil’s
lnguage. Bernstein emphasies a highly complex set of factors : family
background, social class, and so on » (Stubbs, 1976, p. 48).
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I think from the facts stated earlier that Bernstein’s theory is far from
being a deficit theory because as the deficit theories blame the victim he has
not done so.

Cook-Gumperz (1973) describes Bernstein’s theory in the aspect of the
relationship of the family to social class. He says that « a child socialized
by his parents and family into a restricted code will be less able to acquire
the other code as he grows up, unless it is transmitted by the school, his
socio-cognitive abilities will be continuously reinforced by his speech, and
by social mteractions which the speech regulates ». (p 17)

From this quotation we find that Bernstein believes that the child is not

cast by his restricted code but he can move to the elaborated code through
the process of school.

Yet there 1s also another argument which helps to prove that Bernstein’s
theory is not a deficit one. Bernstein is known by his famous criticisms to
the programmes of « compensatory education ». He said in this purpose
that, « the concept of compensatory education serves to direct attention
away from the mternal organisation and the educational context of the
school, and focuses it instead upon the families and children. It also implies
that something is lacking in the family, and so in the child. As a result the

children are unable to benefit from schools. « (Bernstein, 1972, in Cazden,
1972 p. 135},

this quotation shous that Bernstein is not holding the idea of the deficit
theories. He firmly believes that the fault is within the system and not
within the family and the child as the deficit theories said.

12
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Conclusion

In this essay, | have tried to find out whether Bernstein’s theory is a
defictt one or not, because a lot of social scientists take his theory as a
deficient one and use it to justify the « educational failure ».

In reality, Bemstein’s theory is more complicated asto be used in such
an easy way. In fact, he never claims that the « restricted code » of language
has been an obstacle to the achievement in school from the lower class
children.

Therefore the claim of the deficit theories has no logical basis, thus |
can not qualify his theory as a deficit one, but I am still confused about
what he wants to say specifically.
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INTRODUCTION

Un observateur naif penserait peut-étre que les événements qui ont leu
a chaque instant et 3

chaque moment dé¢ notre vie dans le monde sont rapportés tels quels, a
I"¢tat brut en quelque sorte. par e journal. la radio, la télévision. Selon cette
opirion, e lecteur, Vauditeur ou le téléspectateur n aurait qu’a lire, écouter
ou regarder pour étre en contact avec les faits réels. {1 n’en est rien, comme
nous allons tenter de le démontrer dans les pages qui suivent.

1) DE L’EVENEMENT BRUT A L’EVENEMENT
MEDIATIQUE

L'événement se trouve dans ce «monde & commenter » Comme
surgissement dune phénoménalité qui s impose au sujet, dans un état brut,
avant la saisie perceptive et interprétative de celui-ci. En effet, I"événement
nest jamais transmis par Uinstance médiatique (presse. radio, téiévisien}?i
Uinstance de réception dans un état brut. Pour que I"événement signifie, i
faut qu'il passe par un regartl qui. en se posant sur hui. Iintégre dans un
systeme de pensée. et ce faisant. le rend intelligible @ processus de

13
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semiclogisation qui consiste a construtre du sens avec des formes : et ¢ est
ainsi que lo «monde 2 commenter » devient un wmonde conmenté »,

Le regard qui structure {'événement est double : le regm¥ du sujet
communiquant produtsant ['acte de communication qui transforme
événement brut en événement signifiant (¢’est le travail de Ia source. par
exemple les agences de presse). e regard du sujet interprétant qui
restructure  1'événement précédemment signifié selon sa propre compétence
d'intelligibilité (c’est le travail. par exemple, du journaliste a I’intérieur de
son propre organe de presse).

Dans le regard du sujet interprétant. le fait saist se transfornie en fait
médiatique, ¢’est-a-dire devient un propos. autrement dit un acte de langage
ou tout simplement un «umvers de discours ». Celui-c1 est a cheval entre un
hors langage et le processus langagier. H est en prise avec ce qui se passe
dans le monde (les événements du monde) et Macte méme du langage qui
structure 'événement et le transforme en discours en lut assignant sa visée
communicative.

2) L'EVENEMENT A LA SOURCE

Avant  d’arriver a4 Porgane de presse. journal. revue, souvent,
Févénement brut passe par Pagence de presse qui le saisit et le structure a
son niveau. Cette construction du sens constitue le «discours prunaire » sur
I"événement.

Quelle est la nature des événements rapportés par les agences ? De
fagon tout a fait systématique. le «politique » domine, d'une maniére
¢crasante, foutes les autres informations et, en particulier, fes informations
cconomiques qui ne viennent qu’en deuxiéme position. Apres, ¢ est le tour
des informations dites «sensationnelles » {violence politique, crimes,
catastrophes). Le reste de "espace médiatique de Uagence est occupé par
des informations de tous ordres, ou le sport, cependant, a une place
singuliérement importante.
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La dépéche que rédige Pagencier pour 'envoyer au journal abonné egt
un type de communication trés particulier puisque les deux sujets de cette
~communication (émetteur et destinataire) doivent étre gommés. La dépéche
serait donc comme un message référentiel, totalement neutre. Mais cela
n’est envisageable que théoriquement. Pratiquement, on sait bien que ce
processus ne puisse exister : quoi qu’on fasse, il ne peut y avoir de
communication sans un code qut soit commun aux deux partenaires:
Uagence de presse et le journal utilisateur de la dépéche. Le triple choix
suivant est en général observe : '

e Choix d’un vocabulaire convenu : par exemple, les formules figées
«source officielle », «milicux autorisés » désignent la déclaration d’un
porte-parole ou le dirigeant lui-méme | la «source officieuse » désigne les
mémes personnages, mais a un degré inférieur : les «milieux généralement
bien informés» renvoient aux prises de position de responsables ou
d’organismes qui souhaitent ne pas engager 1a leur responsabilité, etc.

e Choix de la modalisation : Ce choix permet de nuancer 4 souhait le
contenu communiqué en fonction de trois positions essentielles de "agence
par rapport a la source de son information : la distance, Vaccordoula
neutralité. La mise & distance s’effectuc par 'emploi des verbes de
modalités comme «affirmer », «prétendre », «aller jusqu’a dire », etc.;
Paccord par «souligner », «faire ressortir », etc. et 'absence de position par
des verbes comme «dire », «déclarer », «se borner a dire », «indiquer », etc.

e Choix des liaisons syntaxiques: On constate dans les dépéches'
d’agences une élimination quasi systématique des relations causales qui
introduisent un jugement de facto, et des relations finales qui introduiraient
pour le moins une mterprétation ou un jugement sur les intentions. Les
liaisons causales on consécutives inévitables sont souvent données spnsia
forme d’un constat («étant donné que »). Mais la majeure partie des
dépéches en provenance des agences ne contient que des asyndetes
L’asyndéte se caractérise par une absence de liaison formelle entre des
¢léments lexicaux ou syntaxiques qui se trouvent dans un rapport de
coordination. Le locuteur s’en sert pour donner a son discours plus de
vigueur. On cite souvent 3 ce sujet, et a titre d’i!lusﬁ‘at}on, la fameuse
phrase de César, « veni, vidi, vici » : je suis venu, j ai vu, j at vainct )2
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3) LA SELECTION DE ’EVENEMENT MEDIATIQUE A
I’ARRIVEE

La dépéche parvenue & un journal doit étre saisie et restructurée pour
acquérir le statut de « nouvelle ». Mais toutes les dépéches neseront pas
canalisées dans le média. Un tri devant se faire, I'événement médiatique
sera sélectionné en fonction de son potentiel d’actualité, de socialité et
Fimprévisibihité
I} Le potentiel d’«actualité »

I s'évalue selon la distance qui sépare le moment d’apparition de
I'événement du moment de P'information, ¢ est-a-dire de sa construction par
I'instance médiatique.

1’événement médiatique ou la nouvelle est par définition quelque
chose de nouveau, et le public ne s’y trompe pas. En ouvrant son journal ou
en sinstallant a son poste de radio ou de télévision & I'heure des
informations, il attend la réponse A une question générale : « quoi de
neuf ? »

L’actualité focalise en quelque sorte I'intérét du public et joue un rdle
d’excitant intellectuel. Mais ["Actualité n’est pas I'Histoire. Celle-ci,
comme I’a montré Emile Benvéniste, ne fait qu’un avec le récit, et le récit
est fait de temps qui s’enchainent ef apprennent appui les uns sur les autres.
L'Histoire institue un temps qui ne dépend pas du locuteur et par rapport
auquel  celui-ci dott apprendre & se situer (comme pour fa carte
géographique). Elle inscrit donc une archive dans la mémoire des vivants.
L'Actualité, quant a elle, parait sans mémoire parce qu’elle est faite de
présents qui s’effacent les uns les autres (un événement chasse un autre). Le
fondement de I'Actualité, c’est le lecteur méme. C’est sur son présent
quelle est embrayée et ¢’est en lui qu’elle trouve son évidence. L’ 'Histoire
6{ I’Actualité, enfin, se croisent sans se reconnaitre : P'une fonde une
dimension profonde du temps, ’autre préléve une synchronie 4 sa surface.
La premiére enracine les événements dans une chronologie, Vautre coud des
¢vénements divers comme une peau qui ﬁnvelappe fa planéte (une peau qu
s¢ renouvellerait tous les }mxrs) ce qui fait de celle-ci un « paichwork »

cosmopolite.
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i1) Le potentiel de « soeialit¢ »

I s'évalue selon son aptitude a représenter ce qui se passe dans un
monde on rien de ce qui est organise collectivement {1a vie de la cité) et rien
de ce qui touche a la destinde des hommes ne peut étre €iranger aux
individus qu s’y trouvent plongés et qui. par vole de conséquence, v sont
impliqués en tant que citovens ou étres humains, Cest ce qui amene les
médias. « plongés » dans cette socialité. & construire les univers de discours
de ]Lb})aht public en les configurant :,ousfosme de rubriques © politique,
Seopomie. sport, culture. seiences, rehigions, eic.
i1 Le potentiel d’«imprévisibilité »

1 sTagit, el pour le média. de capter Iattention. 1"intérét, affect du
supet-cible. {7est la raison pour lagquelle Iévénement choisi doit répondie a
une double condition ; étre « prégnant » et « saillant », ¢"est-a-dire capable
de perturber la franquillité des systémes d attente du sujef consommateur
d wformation. ce qui obligera 'instance médiatique & mettre en évidence
Pinsolite. ou le particuliérement notable. Amsi. les médias parlent plus
volontiers des accidents de chemins de fer ou de crashs d avions que des
traiits ou des avions qui arivent & Vheure. des conflits du travail que de
Pactivité « normale » des entreprises. fls visent moins 3 mformer qu'a
mtéresser. et la vieille formule américaine : « un chien mord un homme, ¢e
n'est pas une nouvelle © un homme mord un chien : ¢est une nouvelle », est
trés révelatrice de leur nature.

4) LA MISE EN DISCOURS DE LEVENEMENT
MEDIATIQUE

Les nouvelles sélectionnées sont recomposées et rendues visibles dans
le média par un jeu de répartition ou de ru briguage. Ces rubrigues sont
censces corespondre aux  grandes catégories de pensée de I'opinion
publique : Uinformation politique comme espace ot "on parle de tout ce qui
touche au pouvoir de la vie sociale ; Uinformation économique comme
espace ol U'on parle de tout ce qui concerne I'économie et la vie de
Pentreprise ; Iinformation cufturelle, comme espace ou 1'on parle de la vie
artistique et de ses acteurs ; I'information sociale ¢>mme espace ot l'on
parle des drames humains | Pinformation SPOTTIVE ¢ ANIME espace oul'on
parle du corps. de la performance physique et de ses héros ; |'information
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pratigue, COMME espace ou i"on mventorie des données concernant les
pratiques  quotidiennes  de tous ordres (pharmacies de garde. liste des
manifestations culturelles : films. pieces de théatre, etc.).

Cette répartittion thématique est €videmment trés générale et chaque
média a toute latitude pour adopter une répartition thématigue de son choix
en se conformant & ses propres représentations  1déologiques : politique,
philosophique...Ce travail. cependant. devant obéir a des critéres d ordre
quentitatit ou qualificatif, les deux se combinant :

» Quantitativement. la répartition consiste a cumuler I'information de
facon appropriée selon les supports d information : dans [espace pour la
presse écrite, dans le temps pour la radio et la télévision. Mais dans un cas
comme daus autre, elle se fait selon certaines contraintes qui aboutissent a
la wuse en place - consciente ou inconsciente — de la « couverture
thématique » des événements.

® [DANS LA PRESSE ECRITE., LA NOUVELLE EST PRESENTEE SELONUN
CFRTAIN NOMBRE DE CRITERES DE CONSTRUCTION DE L’ESPACE
REDACTIONNEL ET ICONIQUE, CENSES CORRESPONDRE AU DEGRE
DIMPORTANCE QUE VEUT LUI ATTRIBUER UN JOURNAL :

o L'emplacement (a la Une. en page intérieure, en double page centrale.
en derniére page. en haut ou en bas de la page, en surtitre. titre ou sous-
fitre ).

e La typographie (taille et corps des caractéres d’imprimerte dans la
titraible).

o La quantité de surface rédactionnelle (et iconique) comparée a celle
("autres nouvelles, en pourcentage.

A la radio et a la télévision, la nouvelle se répartit dans le temps et de
¢e fait sera & la fois cumulée et hiérarchisée a I'intérieur d’une certaine
unité temporelle. Elle pourra donc faire I'objet d’une description selon le
nombre de fois qu’elle apparait. son ordre d’apparition (début, milieq, fin
du journal) et Je temps d’antenne qui lui est consacrée. Ces résultats,
considérés sur une certaine périede de traitement de Ia nouvelle, permetiront
d’établir une hiérarchisation des nouvefles entre elles.
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e Qualitativement, la répartition consiste a structurer la nouvelle elle-
méme seton des critéres thématiques et discursifs :

o thématiques : couvrant un vaste espace thématique, la nouvelle
s’institue un <« macro-theme » pouvant s¢ redécomposer en sous-thémes de
divers ordres. Par exemple, une nouvelle relative a la guerre constitue un
macro-théme  qui  se subdivise en sous-thémes: « militaire »,
« diplomatique », « humanitaire », « civil ». ‘

o discursifs: la mnouvelle peut étre rapportée sous diverses formes
discursives : description d’un fait; déclaration d’un acteur de la vic
politique ou civile ; commentaire d’un homme politique ou d’un journaliste
spécialisé ; analyse d’un expert, etc.

Ces opérations de rubriquage sont importantes, car elles constituent la
base de la configuration thématique de 1’espace public (et non privé) qui est
construit par les médias. Elles témoignent donc de la fagon dont chaque
instance médiatique traite les thémes, les sous-thémes et les acteurs qui se
rapportent a une méme nouvelle, et donc de la fagon dont celle-ci construit
sa « couverture thématique ».

Enfin, la description des opérations de rubriquage par comparaison,
permet de mettre en évidence les caractéristiques propres a chaque organe
d’information.

CONCLUSION

L univers de Pinformation médiatique est donc bel et bien un univers
construit. 11 »’y a pas d’mnocence possible a croire que la nouvelle est le
reflet — serait-il déformé — de ce qui se passe dans I"espace public. Les
procédés de la construction thématique en témoignent. L’événement n’est
jamais transmis dans son état brut. L’activité du journaliste ne consiste pas -
mettre en mots une réalité factuelle, mais plutdt a construire du sens  partir
de cette réalité factuelle. Ainsi, I'instance médiatique impose au citoyen-
consommatewr de I'information une vision du monde qui a la fois est
ordonnancée a sa mamdre et présentée comme si elle était la vision

« naturelle » de ce monde,

20



LACONSTRUCTION DU SENS . iiiiinnn ... DIM.S. CHEHAD

BIBLIOGRAPHIE

[, Albert, P. La Presse, Que sais-je ? Paris, PUF, 1968

2, Balle, F. Médias et sociétés, Paris, Ed. Monchrestien, 1994

3 Benvéniste, E. Probléemes de linguistique générale (Tomes 1 et 2),
Paris, Gallimard, 1974

4. Charaudeau, P. Langage et Discours : Elémenis de sémiolinguistique
(théorie et pratique), Paris, Hachette/Université, 1983.

5. Charaudeau, P. Grammaire du Sens et de |'Expression, Paris,
Hachette. 1992

6. Charaudeau. P. Le Discours d'information médiatique, Paris, Nathan-
INA, 1997

7. Chehad, M.S. Etude dans la presse algérienne de textes de critique
littéraire, Theése de Doctorat, Université de Paris X111, 1999

3. Lazar, J. La Science de la communication, Que sais-je ? Paris, PUF,
1992

9, Mathien, M. Le Systeme médiatique : Le journal dans son
environnement, Pans, Hachette, 1989

10. Mowllaud, M. - Tét, JF., Le Journal quotidien, Presses
universitaires de Lyon, 1989

1. Tudesq, A.J. (sous ladirection de), La Presse et | 'Evénement, Paris,
Mouton, 1973

12. Viallon, Ph. L’Analyse du Discours de la Télévision, Que sais-je ?

. Paris, PUF, 1996 :

13.  Voyenne, B. L Information aujourd hui, Paris, Armand Colin, 1990

21



Les points de vues expprimés dans les
articles publiés dans cette revue
n'engagent que leurs auteurs

v

Directeur de 1a Revag

. Dr Abd-Altak Boukhelkhel

Responsable de ta Rédaction

Dr Hamida Amiraoui

Responsable de Pédition

Dr Hamida Amiraoui

Secrétaire de la Revue

M. Mahmoude Benzaghda

Camité de Rédaction

fr. br A. BOUJELLAL
Pr. Br §, EL-KINANI
Dr A, SARI

Dr B. BOUDJENANA
Dr. J. CHOUALEB
Dr. M. SAADA

Pr. M. BAJOU

Dr. M. B. MOGHLI
Br. O. LAOUIRA

Dr. R. DOB

Dr.S. NACER

Comité de lecture
Dr Ahmed Rahmani
Dr Abd-El Aziz Filali
Dr Abd-El Karim Bousafsaf
Dr Abd-El Karim Aoufi

‘Pr Al Errezak (Guessouy

Dr Ammar Zaamouch
Dr El-Heclhimi Loukia

" Dr Ibrahim Touhami

Dr lsmail Yahia Radouan
Dr Mohammed Khazar
Dr Miloud Sefan

Dr Omar Bougroura

Dr Said Fckra

Dr Salah Salhi

Dr Youcel Ghioua

Dr  Zin Fddine Masmoudt -

Les contributions des suteurs doivent dtre enveyees 4 1 atlention de Monsicur
te Rcsp_onsthiz de lif Rixdaction de ta Revie de 1 Universit® Emir Abdelkader
\?0{4 Stiences istamigues Vice Rectorat de Danimation et de ta Promotion
Seientifique et Technique et des Relations Fxtéreures.

Boite postale 137 Constantine RP 25000 ALGERIE

BO319221 98/ 031 92 2290 - Fax 0319221 98/03192 21 41

E.Mal = USIEAK 1 @ IST. CERIST DY/ TELEX 9295417




Revue
De l'université Emir Abdelkader des
sciences islamiques

Revue académique spécialisée en sciences
islamiques et humaines

Dhou Elhija 1421, Mars 2001



SOMMAIRE

¢ Dr LAOUIRA OMAR.

s+ DrM.S. CHEHAD



	001.pdf
	002.pdf
	003.pdf
	004.pdf
	005.pdf
	006.pdf
	007.pdf
	008.pdf
	009.pdf
	010.pdf
	A004.pdf
	A005.pdf
	A006.pdf
	A007.pdf
	A008.pdf
	A009.pdf
	A010.pdf
	A011.pdf
	A012.pdf
	A013.pdf
	A014.pdf
	A015.pdf
	A016.pdf
	A017.pdf
	A018.pdf
	A019.pdf
	A020.pdf
	A021.pdf
	A022.pdf
	A023.pdf
	A024.pdf
	A025.pdf
	A026.pdf
	A027.pdf
	A028.pdf
	A029.pdf
	A030.pdf
	A031.pdf
	A032.pdf
	A033.pdf
	A034.pdf
	A035.pdf
	A036.pdf
	A037.pdf
	A038.pdf
	A039.pdf
	A040.pdf
	A041.pdf
	A042.pdf
	A043.pdf
	A044.pdf
	A045.pdf
	A046.pdf
	A047.pdf
	A048.pdf
	A049.pdf
	A050.pdf
	A051.pdf
	A052.pdf
	A053.pdf
	A054.pdf
	A055.pdf
	A056.pdf
	A057.pdf
	A058.pdf
	A059.pdf
	A060.pdf
	A061.pdf
	A062.pdf
	A063.pdf
	A064.pdf
	A065.pdf
	A066.pdf
	A067.pdf
	A068.pdf
	A069.pdf
	A070.pdf
	A071.pdf
	A072.pdf
	A073.pdf
	A074.pdf
	A075.pdf
	A076.pdf
	A077.pdf
	A078.pdf
	A079.pdf
	A080.pdf
	A081.pdf
	A082.pdf
	A083.pdf
	A084.pdf
	A085.pdf
	A086.pdf
	A087.pdf
	A088.pdf
	A089.pdf
	A090.pdf
	A091.pdf
	A092.pdf
	A093.pdf
	A094.pdf
	A095.pdf
	A096.pdf
	A097.pdf
	A098.pdf
	A099.pdf
	A100.pdf
	A101.pdf
	A102.pdf
	A103.pdf
	A104.pdf
	A105.pdf
	A106.pdf
	A107.pdf
	A108.pdf
	A109.pdf
	A110.pdf
	A111.pdf
	A112.pdf
	A113.pdf
	A114.pdf
	A115.pdf
	A116.pdf
	A117.pdf
	A118.pdf
	A119.pdf
	A120.pdf
	A121.pdf
	A122.pdf
	A123.pdf
	A124.pdf
	A125.pdf
	A126.pdf
	A127.pdf
	A128.pdf
	A129.pdf
	A130.pdf
	A131.pdf
	A132.pdf
	A133.pdf
	A134.pdf
	A135.pdf
	A136.pdf
	A137.pdf
	A138.pdf
	A139.pdf
	A140.pdf
	A141.pdf
	A142.pdf
	A143.pdf
	A144.pdf
	A145.pdf
	A146.pdf
	A147.pdf
	A148.pdf
	A149.pdf
	A150.pdf
	A151.pdf
	A152.pdf
	A153.pdf
	A154.pdf
	A155.pdf
	A156.pdf
	A157.pdf
	A158.pdf
	A159.pdf
	A160.pdf
	A161.pdf
	A162.pdf
	A163.pdf
	A164.pdf
	A165.pdf
	A166.pdf
	A167.pdf
	A168.pdf
	A169.pdf
	A170.pdf
	A171.pdf
	A172.pdf
	A173.pdf
	A174.pdf
	A175.pdf
	A176.pdf
	A177.pdf
	A178.pdf
	A179.pdf
	A180.pdf
	A181.pdf
	B001.pdf
	B002.pdf
	B003.pdf
	B004.pdf
	B005.pdf
	B006.pdf
	B007.pdf
	B008.pdf
	B009.pdf
	B010.pdf
	B011.pdf
	B012.pdf
	B013.pdf
	B014.pdf
	B015.pdf
	B016.pdf
	B017.pdf
	B018.pdf
	B019.pdf
	B020.pdf
	B021.pdf
	C001.pdf
	C002.pdf
	C003.pdf

