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I Abstract:The purpose of this study is to demonstrate the role of retrieval strategies in improving
| the reading comprehension skills of children with reading comprehension difficulties through the
i design and implementation of a training program based on information processing theory. The
: program is based on the subjects' learning of two cognitive strategies: the recitation method and
: the details perception method. Subjects are trained in the use of these methods and their
. implementation in reading situations.

: We also applied a set of tools, including the 1Q test (drawing of a man) as normative
! tools for controlling the sample. The reading comprehension test used in the study, designed by
I the researcher to detect reading difficulties in grade 4 students, is designed to monitor the sample
I and assess the level of literacy skills of its members. The study sample included 30 fourth graders
| without cognitive problems but all suffering from reading difficulties affecting their ability to
i comprehension reading.

The study showed an improvement in the readingcomprehension skills of the study
. subjects due to the effective role of the recitation method andthedetails perception method.

: Keywords:Reading comprehension; Reading comprehension difficulties; Cognitive strategies;
. Retrieval; Information processing.
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The effect of using the concept maps strategy in the grammar course on its
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Abstract:The study aims to determine the impact of using strategy maps concepts in teaching as

on academic achievement, and has been used to search the second design of preliminary designs
experimental method based on experimental group with tribal measurement walbadi. The sample of the
study consisted of (43 pupils and pupil) of the fifth year of study at primary school of Sheikh Mohamed
Ali Debbouze-dirt-free and achieve the objectives of the study and preparation of teaching material in
accordance with strategy maps concepts, test for gauging, and another for dimensional gauging, and were
calculated Psychometric characteristics to ensure its sincerity and consistency. The study took place in
and lasted six weeks (18 servings). After analysing the results statistically using 9-2018the season 201
program spss19.0 the study found the following results:

1. a statistical differences at the level of 0.05 between the average scores pretest and students test

post for different teaching method to fit test post.

2. There are differences statistically at 0.05 level of recollection among average pupils at pretest and
post test for test post.

3.There are no statistical differences at 0.05 level of understanding between the average scores pretest
and students test post.

4. There is no statistical differences at 0.05 level of application among average pupils at pretest and post
test

Kevwords Concent mans strateav: academic achievement : fifth vear nrimarv students.
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Abstract: The purpose of this article is to study the dimensions of creative thinking
(fluidity- flexibility- originality) in light of the modelator variables(sex and
specialization) of students. To achieve this goal, Torrance Tests of Creative Thinking
(Form A) was applied to a sample of(120) terminal students of high schools in Laghouat
city. The results showed statistically significant differences in the dimensions of fluidity
and originality in favor of women, with no statistically significant difference in flexibility
between the sexes, as well as statistically significant differences in the two dimensions
of creative thinking The fluidity and the originality of women and the absence of gender
differences in flexibility. The results also showed statistically significant differences in
the dimensions of creative thinking and the superiority of students in the scientific class.
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I among a sample of El Oued university students. This study used the descriptive method
| correlative and comparative designs. The study sample composed of (449) students from the
| scientific and literary disciplines for the academic year (2016-2017). The study sample was
i selected in random stratified sampling and it used the Future Anxiety Scale (Al-Mashikhi, 2009)
. and the Self-efficacy Scale (prepared by the researcher, 2016). The study concluded to
- following results:

. - There was a significant correlation between future anxiety scores and self-efficacy scores in the
. study sample.

i - There were statistically significant differences in future anxiety scores according to the levels of
I self - efficacy (high - low) in the study sample.

| - There were no statistically significant differences in future anxiety scores according to the

| discipline (scientific - literary) in the study sample.

i Keywords:future anxiety; self-efficacy; university students.
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school violence and their relationship with the Irrational ideas
among middle school students
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Abstract: The present study aimed to know the relationship between irrational ideas and school
violence among middle school students. Where the descriptive correlation approach was used, and
the choice of simple random sample, estimated of 102 students following in the second and the
third years in some Blida’s middle school. By applying too scales, The school violence behavior of
Bou hamla and the irrational ideas of Hijazi, after calculation of the correlation coefficient Pearson.
Analysis of the results showed that: There is no relation of statistical indication between irrational
ideas and school violence among middle school students. There are also no differences based on the
statistics in the irrational ideas due to the gender variable. While there were differences based on
the statistics in school violence due to the gender variable in favor of males. There were also no
differences based on statistics in irrational ideas and school violence due to the variable of the
academic level.

Keywords: Irrational ideas; School Violence; Adolescence.
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Abstract: Adolescence is a sensitive and critical stage with profound psychological, social and !
biological transformations, which is between childhood and adulthood, followed by many '
cognitive behavioral changes, and to determine the kind of behavior that results from this stage, !
the bus and Perry scale was applied for aggressive behavior to a sample of (101) pupils randomly |
selected between the ages of (13-17) years in the middle and secondary phases of in wilaya of |
|
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Eloued, to detect the level of aggressive behavior in the adolescents student, and to know the |
degree of gender difference and the differences between the middle and secondary phases. a :

Aggressive behavior .Based on the descriptive exploratory approach, data collection and |
ompilation based on the SPSS program, the results showed that:

- The level of aggressive behavior in adolescent student in educational institutions is low. :
- There are no statistically significant differences in aggressive behavior among adolescent :
student with different sexes.

- There are no statistically significant differences in the aggressive behavior of the adolescent |
student in the middle and secondary phases. |

Keywords: aggressive behavior; adolescence; middle and high school pupils.
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Abstract: The study aimed to identify the phenomenon of child labor in the city of Jerusalem and
the main reasons that drive children to work at an early age, as well as to identify the most factors
that predict child labor, according to variables: gender, and place of residence.The study was
conducted on a sample of 189 school staff, 114 guardians and 461 children, randomly selected.
The results indicated that the economic difficulties in Jerusalem, which are behind the occupation
policies, are forcing hundreds of students to work and contribute to the family economy. It turns
out that the most predictive factors of child labor are (the futility of education in future life).
Using Factor analysis, child labor is divided into the following dimensions: reasons for the same
student, reasons for school, reasons for the financial situation of students and their families,
reasons for family status, reasons for political status, and community perception. The study
recommended the need to raise awareness of children's rights through lobbying and advocacy
campaigns, educating parents about the importance of education and the danger of working at an
early age, in addition to supporting empowerment programs for youth in Jerusalem,inaddition to
attention to education, vocational and technical training and rehabilitation, and intensifying the
role of media and social media to combat Child labor.

Keywords:Child labor;Education; Jerusalem; Palestinian children.
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| Abstract: The study aimed to identify the impact of social networking sites on the :
| occurrence of marital differences from the perspective of married couples working in i
| Palestinian universities, in addition to determining the impact of gender variables, age, i
| place of residence and scientific qualification. ;
! The study population consisted of married users of social networking sites in !
| Palestinian universities. The study was conducted on a sample of(160) married persons !
. who used social networking sites in Palestinian universities. They were randomly '
| selected. The questionnaire consisted of 28 paragraphs divided into four dimensions. It '
. was found that the coefficient of stability of the study instrument was(0.88) which !
i confirms the possibility of using the tool for study purposes. !
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- existence of a high family dysfunction indicator and unresolved conflicts within the |
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Abstract Our study is based on the results of research on the effectiveness of family therapy in
Algeria, which shows that the therapeutic process should be based on the specificity of the
Algerian family and its culture. This study aimed to explore the specific family factors and the
factors associated with the psychologist that affects its application. We have adopted the
descriptive approach and have applied a family therapy questionnaire built by the researcher
after studying its psychometric properties on a sample of 118 families in three pilot departments
: Mostaganem, Oran and Ain Temouchent;, the researcher has analyzed statistically all the data
by SPSS. 20 programmers, using the arithmetic mean and the percentage to describe the data of
the study, and the value of Eta square n? to determine the magnitude of the effect. The study
concluded that the application of family therapy in Algeria is influenced by the educational level
of the family not by its economic level, and is also greatly influenced by the experience of the
psychologist, and not affected by his framework.

Keywords: family therapy, educational level, economic level, therapist experience, framework.
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. Abstract: The aim of the present study was to find out the difficult and bewildering situation that
. a mother of a child with Down syndrome goes through due to the intense shock when she

' discovers the handicap of her child, including her behavior, the nature of her representations and

I' the psychological dynamics. This child’s disability does not fit with her expected representations.
I Actually, the magnitude of the handicap makes the mother experience psychological pain to the

| extent that she refuses her child’s disability. This will lead to a vulnerable psychological

| organization and poor mental representations expressed by explicit or implicit rejection which we
i will test by using the clinical method, that is, by analyzing the mothers’ speech during the

© clinical interview, besides the TAT.

. The results reveal that mothers have a neurotic psychological functioning (phobic, obsessional),
. caused by the disturbed emotional relationship with their children, this was reflected by the

- unusual defense mechanisms revealed by their mental representations

I Keywords: Down syndrome, mental representations, psychological functioning.
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The role of the physical education class in controlling the movement and activity of
children Suffering from attention deficit disorder accompanied by hyperactivity And in
increasing their academic education
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controlling the movement and activity of children who suffer from attention deficit
coupled with overheating disorder and increase their academic achievement and its
causes also the concept of play and its relation with personality of the child, and, finally,
the share of physical education and sports as a way to treat children who suffer from
attention deficit coupled with hyperactivity .

The study found that sport and play is the most important behavioral programs that help
teachers and parents to help their children who suffer from attention deficit coupled with
overheating disorder for excess energy emptying and guide their behavior to be socially
acceptable, as well as to increase their focus and their attention to the important things in
life like learning and its different forms and to increase their education school through by
the exploitation of the kinetic and educational games that would be appropriate for such
children who suffer from attention deficit disorder coupled with overheating.

key words: Physical education; Child; disturbance; Attention deficit; Hyperactivity;
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Levels of burout and its relation to depression among civil protection agent
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Abstract: This study aims to reveal the levels of burnout and the relationship with depression
among civil protection agents. To achieve the aims of the study and to answer to its hypotheses,
one adopted the descriptive method one chose a real arbitrary sample of the category of the
agents of the direction of civil protection and these units at the level of the wilaya of Annaba .
The Burnout scale and depression scale were applied at work.

After collecting and statistically analyzing data by SPSS v20 the study concluded the next results:

— There is a direct relationship between psychological-physical exhaustion and Depression
response among the participants.

— There is a direct relationship between negative relations orientation to others in work
place and Depression response among the participants.

— Social and psychological support absence lead to high levels of Depression response
among the participants.
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i Keywords: Burnout; depression; depression at work; civil protection agents.
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| Abstract: Dysphonia is not a common disorder, but the Algerian Society does not consider it as |
| adisorder, because there are many dysphonics whose disorder goes back two or three years, |
| without consulting a specialist. ,
; During our investigations in hospital settings, we have noted many weaknesses that this is in: the |
i incomplete history, the recording of the patient’s voice does not exist, the diagnosis of the speech i
i therapist does not establish.

. For these reasons, we have proposed a complete vocal check-up so that the speech therapist can !
| meet all the patient’s expectations, namely: |
I - Gathers a large amount of information about the patient; [
I - A subjective evaluation using the GRBAS scale; |
I |
I |
| |
l |
| |

| - An objective evaluation with PRAAT software;
| -An analysis of the gesture
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Abstract: the novel and increasingly changing forms of knowledge in the current world
place a premium for university teachers to cultivate sophisticated faculties of rational
reasoning and critical reflection in students. Following this line of thought, an
investigation was carried out in order to probe into teachers’ use of instructional
strategies that foster critical thinking in EFL learners. The present paper sought,
therefore, to investigate particularly teachers’ role in developing critical thinking skills in
learners of English as a foreign language. For this purpose, a survey questionnaire was
designed, on the basis of readings from relevant literature, and given to teachers from the
department of English at Badji Mokhtar university. Results were interpreted using both a
qualitative and quantitative approach. In line with the underlying assumptions, the
findings display significant implications as regards the implementation and teaching of
instructional strategies to develop critical thinking in EFL classrooms. A set of
pedagogical recommendations were suggested regarding teachers’ pivotal role in
cultivating critical thinking in EFL students.
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1- Introduction:

Currently, the university teacher has a double-edged mission in the face of the
unprecedented educational changes and the aftermath of globalization, namely, disseminating
knowledge and developing the ‘mind’ In other words, in addition to diffusing content-based
information, teachers are expected to cultivate in learners criticality and self-discovery
(O’Malley, 2016). In fact, teachers worldwide are faced with new challenges as a result of
new educational paradigms that place increasingly complex demands on language learners to
develop cognitive and metacognitive skills that do not qualify them only for a good position
in the future but rather enable them to manage various academic and non academic intricate,
changing and non-linear hindrances. Hence, endeavor is made, through this paper, to
consolidate the aims of the Algerian academicians and specialists regarding ensuring quality
in higher education institutions. It is the author’s belief that the sustainment of permanent
development is a long process with far-reaching goals. It needs necessarily a huge investment
of human capital and resources. This agrees also with other international educational
orientations that regard high quality of education and proper professional training as
contingent on the intellectual enrichment of both the individual and society.

In this framework, an investigation has been undertaken on EFL teachers at the
department of English during the academic year 2019-2020 in order to assess the extent of
their involvement in criticality development in EFL classrooms. Our main objective was,
hence, finding out whether or not teachers use instructional strategies to instill critical
thinking among EFL learners. To this end, the following research questions were posited:

- Do university teachers use instructional strategies in the EFL classrooms that foster
criticality?
- Do they encourage the development of critical skills in their students?

1.1. Hypothesis:
- EFL teachers do not sufficiently implement and teach critical thinking skills in the
classroom.

2.1. Critical thinking:

The concept of critical thinking has been for a long time a topic of heated debate among
educators and scholars. Intertwined with other multi-dimensional concepts such as freedom;
integrity; citizenship; intellectual discipline; creativity and empathy(Uribe-Enciso et al.,
2017), the foregoing review of literature reveals that the concept of critical thinking is a multi-
dimensional construct that does not lend itself easily to scientific definition. This is due,
following(Zhou et al, 2012) contention, to the existence of several sub-categorization in the
literature in relation to thinking processes. According to Ennis(1987) critical thinking entails
three basic components: a) critical thinking disposition; b) implementation of Bloom’s (1956)
higher-order thinking skills and c) strategic problem solving strategies. Moreover, Weinstein
(2000) suggests another approach to critical thinking that is inclusive of: 1) skillful thinking;
2)-responsible thinking, 3)-non-routine thinking, 4)-criteria setting; 5)-self-correction and 6)-
sensitivity to context.

Furthermore, Lun et al.(2010) conceives critical thinking as a concept that is
represented by a set of behaviors such as ‘overt questioning’ or ‘debating of ideas’ and entails
significant skills and dispositions like illustratively, resourcefulness, intrinsic goal orientation,
open-mindedness and clarity. Additionally, they provided a summary, on the basis of a
synthesis made on specificities and features related to critical thinking, of major critical skills
found in the literature as associated with university level that is: identification of assumptions
behind an argument; recognizing important relationships; making correct references from
data; drawing conclusions from the information or data provided; interpreting the merit of a
conclusion based on available information; evaluating credibility of a statement and its source
and making self-corrections.
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2.1. The role of the teacher in criticality development:

In the process of criticality development, the teacher is deemed an important actor of
change and an essential partner in developing learners’ minds and behaviors. Through
providing students with specific modalities and skills, teachers are likely to play an active role
in enlarging the spectrum of students’ knowledge and widening their perspectives. It is the
author’s belief that when students possess such intellectual instruments, they are likely to
function in a productive, generative and creative way and ultimately ‘enact change in
appositive way.

As a matter of fact, wealth of research in the educational field has emphasized the
significant role that teachers play in the teaching learning enterprise (Ulug et al, 2011). Many
studies in the field of language learning have underscored the potent impact that teachers have
upon student’s psyches and behaviors through the attitudes they adopt vis a vis learners and
the approaches they embrace in the classroom (Arnold, 2011).

In this orientation, the overriding goal of the teacher as an educator is perceived as the
development of critical ‘mindsets’ in learners that is, developing learners who are able of
making consistent and reasonable assessments instead of passively accepting, flawed, at
times, information and assertions from others. In this respect, Amrous & Nejmaoui (2016)
contend that university graduates are expected to make ““an intelligent” use of the knowledge
they acquired at the university to bring concrete, practical and innovative solutions to
problems they are bound to face in their professional life later on.

However, in the Algerian academic setting, a scant attention is granted to the teaching
and use of critical thinking strategies in EFL classrooms at the university level. It seems,
unfortunately, that teachers are not always aware of the strategies and requirements they
should implement for the development of critical reflection in learners. Adopting an intuitive
approach, they generally emphasize solely the comprehension of the subject matter in
question rather than equipping learners with solid tools of analysis and exploration.

From an insider perspective, it is often the case that teachers in the context of teaching
English as a foreign language, display sentiments of dismiss and frustration about the passive
learning habits of the learners and their attraction towards rote learning and ready-made
materials. Nevertheless, it is the author’s belief that teachers, through professional tutorial
coaching can have a strong influence in building in learners ‘novel’ habits of learning and
modifying their ‘modes of functioning’ through creating for them concrete spaces for
knowledge acquisition where they can read, understand, analyze and evaluate information
from different sources and construct, on this basis, their own personalized theories and
assumptions.

2- Method and Tools:
2.1. Population and Sample:

The population of this current investigation comprises EFL teachers at the Department
of English Language, Faculty of Letters, Human and Social Sciences, Badji Mokhtar
University —Annaba during the academic year 2019-2020.The total number of the population
is estimated at 60 full-time teachers and display noticeable differences in terms of age,
gender, teaching experiences and qualifications in EFL.

The respondents who took part in the study are 12 full-time teachers from the English
Department. To ensure reliability of data, the EFL teachers were chosen on a random basis
depending on their availability the day of the administration of the questionnaire. They were
teachers who were in charge of different modules related to both graduate(Licence) and post-
graduate level(Master 1 and Master2) and taken from the three streams taught in the field of
EFL namely, linguistics; British/American literature and British/American civilization.

The debriefing of data shows that nine out of the twelve respondents were female
teachers. This was expected given the fact that the number of female teacher in the whole
population is largely superior than the male teachers. This could be explained by the fact that



259 | Page SAKRAOUI

females tend to be more attracted than males towards language arts and foreign language
learning and thus often engage in postgraduate studies in this area(Kobayashi, 2002).
2.2. Research Instrument:

In order to check our hypothesized relationship between the insufficient use of
instructional strategies displayed by teachers in EFL classroom and the narrowed criticality
manifested by EFL learners, a questionnaire was designed as the measuring tool of the study,
on the basis of web readings in the literature related to assessment of critical faculties among
learners(Sarigoz, 2012) and to teachers perceptions and practices(Dwee et al,2016).
Composed of a total of eight questions, the questionnaire entails seven close-ended questions
and one open ended question. It purports specifically to highlight the teachers’ opinions about
the use and implementation of instructional strategies that are likely to enhance critical
thinking in EFL classrooms. The introductory page entails some information about the
respondents including the gender and their area of specialization and their experience as
shown by the number of years they spent in teaching EFL.

3- Results and Discussion:
Q1-Do you organize brainstorming in classroom during debates or team-work activities?
yes/no.

mYES
mNO

Figure 1: teachers and brainstorming

This question aims at collecting information about whether or not teachers use
brainstorming in EFL classroom. It should be noted that brainstorming is a teaching strategy
that encourages creative productivity and consists of granting opportunity for students to
freely express their opinions, views and perceptions regarding a given topic and then making
a deeper analysis and reflection of the different ideas on the basis of group dynamics. In this
process, the teacher’s role is paramount as it consists basically at guiding and organizing the
discussions in the classroom.

Figure 1 shows the frequency of stimulating brainstorming in EFL classrooms during
debates or team work. The results show that 58,33% of the surveyed teachers endorse the
statement while 41,66% opt for the no alternative. We trust that including brainstorming as a
major teaching strategy in the EFL classroom would enable students, in the course of their
learning to engage in reflective judgments and assessments and ultimately take decisions in a
mindful and knowledgeable way (Ahmed, 2014).

Q2-Do you teach students in classroom the ways to collect and select appropriate facts and
information? yes/no.
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M YES
mNO

Figure 2: teachers and information fluency

As it is shown in graph 02, 33,33% % of the teachers state that they teach students how
to collect data and amass information while 66,66% of the surveyed teachers say the opposite.

It is the author’s belief that the linguistic mastery of English is not sufficient to
achieving academic success. The pervasive demands of the present world characterized by a
digital and technological revolutions requires from learners to be information fluent.
Information fluency means being able to make an intelligent and selective use of data from the
large board of information with respect to his/her own personal needs, goals, choices and
expectations. It is based on processing and filtering information and extracting what is useful
to accomplish required tasks following one’s prioritized objectives(Lombard, 2016).

Q3-Do you teach students problem solving strategies in the classroom? yes/no
Y p g g Yy

W YES
mNO

Figure 3: teachers and problem solving strategies

This question targets teasing out information about teachers’ use and teaching of
problem solving strategies in EFL classroom. Surprisingly enough, the largest proportion of
teachers that is, 83,33% say that they do not teach problem solving strategies in EFL
classrooms while 16,66% of the teachers endorse question.

Emphasis should be laid on reconsidering the role of project-based activities in EFL
classrooms. It is only through an enquiry-based learning that learners can develop a genuine
and deep understanding of the material and actively propose thoughtful solutions to problems
(Ghahremani-Ghajar et al, 2011). Besides, project-based assignments and activities would
increase learners’ receptiveness to various theories, hypotheses and assumptions and provide
them with the opportunity to amend their faults and misconceptions.

Q4-How often do you provide students with reading assignments and other home works that
sustain what they learn in the classroom? Very often/ sometimes/Rarely/No answer
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= Very often
m Sometimes
Rarely

m No Answer

Figure 4: teachers and extra reading assignments

Data recorded in figure 4 shows that the largest proportion of teachers(33,33%) opt for
sometimes; 25% opt for very often; 25% chose rarely and 16,66% provided no answer to the
question. As it can be deduced, findings demonstrate a mitigated tone regarding teachers’
emphasis on reading assignments in EFL classrooms.

Providing students with reading assignments will widen the scope of students’
knowledge and will enrich his vocabulary in English language. Besides, the inclusion of
artistic masterpieces is likely to sharpen learners’ criticality; develop their sensitivities and
stimulate their cognitive, affective and spiritual responsiveness and tolerance of differences
(Dirkx, 1996).

Q5-How often do you use well-known, great classical literary works in your classroom?
Very often/ sometimes/Rarely/No answer

8,33% 16,66%

H Very often

N
@

B Sometimes
Rarely

® No Answer

Figure 5: teachers and classical literary works

Figure 5 reveals that 50% of the EFL teachers opt for rarely; 25% opt for sometimes;
16,66% opt for ‘very often’ and 8,33% provided no answer to the question It is the author’s
contention that rote learning or passive reading or listening to the material taught in class
would not be sufficient to developing learner’s reading abilities (Alderson, 2010). Rather,
training learners to adopt a critical approach that applicable inside and outside the confine
limits of the classroom requires from learners to raise questions about the material; build their
‘own personalized’ understanding of the material and find out adequate solutions in case there
are problems.
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Q6-How often do you use project-based learning activities in the classroom? Very often/
sometimes/Rarely/No answer

16,66%

H Very often
B Sometimes
Rarely

m No Answer

Figure 6: teachers and project-based activities

Project-based instruction is a very useful pedagogy to be implemented in the language
classroom for university students. Projects related to class curriculum can engage students for
ample and varied opportunities for interchange and creativity. Following this thread, students
will learn via projects to set priorities, plan their projects design and take decisions and hence
will acquire a multitude of linguistic and social skills that are central to critical thinking
(Dimmitt, 2017).

As it is displayed in graph 6, 33,33% of the surveyed teachers say that they very often
use project-based learning activities; ; 25% say that they sometimes do it; 25% say that they
rarely do it and 16,66% of the respondents did not provide any answer.

7-As an EFL teacher, how do you evaluate your students’ critical thinking skills?
high/average/low.

m High
W Average

Low

Figure 7: teachers’ evaluation of students’ critical thinking

Current educational research converge on the fact that teachers, through the pedagogy
and behavior they adopt in the educational environment, are likely to strongly influence the
development of learners’ critical thinking capabilities. This is due to the huge impact teachers
exert on learners’ motivations perceptions and actions(Dehghayedi & Bagheri, 2018).

Regarding teachers’ evaluation of learners’ critical thinking faculties, 58,33% of the
respondents depict, as shown in Figure, their students’ critical thinking skills as ‘avergae’
while 42% of the teachers consider them as low. It is interesting to note that there is a
convergence among the twelve teachers to avoid the extreme positive option ‘high’ and to opt
for mitigated (average) or negative tone(low).

From an insider perspective, it seems that teachers converge on the fact that learners
display narrowed critical abilities but differ- given their variances in terms of knowledge,
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experience, perceptions and practices- in their assessments of learners’ critical thinking skills.
Thus, teachers should discuss this issue in an attempt to reach an agreement about the critical
thinking skills that should be cultivated in students and that ought to be calibrated,
unavoidably, according to students’ needs, levels and expectations.

8-According to your experience in teaching English at University level, what would you
recommend to improve your students’ critical thiking abilities?

It is the author’s view that the inclusion of an open ended question in addition to the
previous close-ended question will enable teachers to respond ‘in the best possible way’
(Choy & Cheah, 2009) and to feel free to answer according to their own perceptions and
views rather than being ‘limited’ by the researcher’s proposed alternatives. The analysis of
teachers’ responses displayed thought-provoking results regarding the way teachers perceive
critical thinking and the channels through which it can be incorporated into English curricula
and syllabi.

Teachers” recommendations about the improvement of students’ critical thinking
recorded in question eight can be summarized as follows:

-Teaching critical thinking as a separate course (T1).

-Involving EFL students in conferences, seminars and workshops on critical thinking
(T2).

-Including critical thinking as a major theme to be taught to all streams and levels (for

both graduates , first, second and third year) and postgraduates (master 1 and Master

and doctoral students) (T3).

-Designing group work and team activities to enhance critical skills (T4).

-Offering specialized training programmes for teachers on critical thinking (T5).

-Reducing the large number of classes and allotting more time for the development of

critical thinking (T6).

-Involving students in the topics they would be interested in learning and organizing

debates around them (T7).

-Designing for EFL learners project-based activities that need practical investigation

and enquiry outside the classroom (T8).

-Planting seeds for autonomy and creativity through strengthening EFL learners’

confidence and effectiveness (T9).

-Creating a stimulating classroom environment that favors communication and

exchange (T10).

-Consolidating learners’ proficiency in the English language to empower them to seek

information on their own (T11).

-Alleviating teachers’ pressures to cover the syllabus and grant more space and time

for the design of activities that foster critical thinking (T12).

3.1. Summary of the Results:

The present research sought to tap teachers’ opinions and perceptions about their use
of instructional strategies to foster critical thinking among university learners in the specific
context of learning English as a foreign language. Focus was laid on understanding the role
that university teachers play in the promotion of critical thinking among EFL university
students through the use of instructional strategies that target the development of criticality.

The findings emanating from data processing underline thought-provoking insights as
regards teachers’ perceptions about the use of instructional strategies that promote critical
thinking in the EFL classroom. The research results, with an eye to making a link with the
proposed hypothesis, supported the hypothesis that teachers do not make a sufficient use of
instructional strategies to develop critical skills in EFL learners. Therefore, as a consolidation
to the hypothesis of the study, findings recorded in the questionnaire instrument, as voiced by
most EFL teachers, highlight ‘modest’ utilization of instructional strategies that foster critical
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thinking among learners. According to the analysis of the questionnaire results, most of the
respondents perceive that they do not teach students enough strategies to enhance their :
information fluency (Q2); problem solving abilities(Q3) ; active reading capacities(Q4) ;
literary and artistic sensitivities (Q5) ; project-based skills (Q6). Additionally, the majority of
the EFL teachers voice ‘an average’ mitigated appraisal about students ‘ critical thinking
skills while a nearly close proportion of teachers perceive that learners display ‘low’ critical
thinking skills in the EFL classroom (Q7).

3.2. Pedagogical Recommendations:

The current investigation demonstrates the importance of critical thinking as a concept
that stands as an essential ingredient for knowledge construction and stresses the need to
develop critical thinking mindsets and skills among EFL university learners. This tallies with
other previous studies that regard the development of critical thinking in academic settings as
paramount to sound educational functioning Duron et al.(2006).Yet, it is our contention that
the development of critical thinking is intimately closed to the type of perceptions and
attitudes adopted by teachers in the language classroom. This stands in agreement with Choy
& Cheah (2009)’s view that we should utterly rethink the type of perceptions attitudes and
instructional strategies teachers adopt in the classroom prior to asking them to teach critical
skills to learners. This stems, accordingly, from the fact, that teachers are often complacent
with information dissemination and focus on ‘the comprehension of the subject matter’
(p.198) rather than the enhancement of critical thinking in EFL learners.

Furthermore, the development of critical thinking goes necessarily through the
implementation of what (Coyle 98, as cited in Uribe-Enciso et al, 2017) depicts as the ‘4cs
framework’ namely,, Content, Communication, Cognition and Culture. Accordingly, the first
element, Content, is related to the subject or topic taught in the classroom The second
element, Communication, refers to the use of the target language to achieve communication
purposes such as conveying one’s perceptions, thoughts and feelings. The third element refers
to development of higher cognitive skills of analysis, reflection and assessment that enable
students to engage in self-discovery and decision taking The fourth C is associated with
Culture and entails development of values related to respect and tolerance of differences.

We deem that the data recorded for the sample can constitute a starting point for further
investigation not only in the field of EFL but across other areas and settings. The restricted
number of the sample constitutes a major limitation of the study. Thus, it is our belief that the
present investigation can pave the path for other future studies in order to get a better
understanding of the factors that can deter the development of critical thinking in EFL
learners. The exploration of critical thinking from the teacher’s eye ought to be reinforced by
other studies that tackle other dimensions and facets in EFL learning.

4- Conclusion:

The findings highlighted thought-provoking conclusions regarding what teachers
‘think’ they do for developing critical thinking in learners and what actually ought to be done
for learners. The implications would imply a strong need to further discuss the concept of
critical thinking in order to find out strategies that would help teachers in higher education
bridge the gap between content delivery and active learning for the promotion of intellectual
and aesthetic sophistications in EFL learners.

It is our contention that university teachers, in general, and EFL teachers, in particular,
differ tremendously in the way they perceive importance of metacognition and its significance
in the learning mechanism. Their differing perceptions regarding the development of critical
thinking in students culminate from various sources of influence such as, to cite only few,
teachers’ background, teaching experience, personal convictions and instructional strategies.

Therefore, we should engage, as teachers and educators in deep reflection over the issue
of critical thinking and ponder over the modalities that could be used to nourish critical
‘spirits’ in learners. Teachers given the significant role they play in activating the logical and
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reasonable part of students’ minds, should be aware of the need to guide and coach learners in
their long and strenuous path towards knowledge construction. Along this way, not only
should they sustain learners’ effort to master the English language but also they should
provide them, through this channel of communication, with opportunities to explore and make
sense of the world.
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Appendix 1
Table (1) Demographic Information of the Sample
Code 1y 12 73 T4 T5 T6 T7 T8 T9 T TIi ¥
Gender F F = F F F M F F M = M
Speciality Ls |g LS Ls Ls CvV o LT LT CIV LS Clv
Experience /Years 10> 1>O <5 20> 10> 1>O 1>O 10> 10> <5
<5 <5 = = = =
Appendix 2
Code
*Please state you Gender ?
1-Male
2-Female

*What is your specialized field in EFL ?
1-Linguistic science and English language teaching
2- British or American Literature

3- British or American Civilization

*How many years have you been teaching EFL ?
1-Less than 5 years<

2-Equals or more than 5 years>

3-Equals or more than 10 years>

4-Equals or more than 20 years>
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Q1- Do you organize brainstorming in classroom during debates or team work
activities ?

1-Yes

2-No

Q2-Do you teach students in classroom the ways to collect and select appropriate
facts and information ?yes/no

1-Yes

2-No

Q3-Do you teach students problem solving strategies in the classroom ?

1-Yes

2-No

Q4-How often do you provide students with reading assignments and other home
works that sustain what they learn in the classroom ?

1-Very often

2-Sometimes

3-Rarely

4-No answer

Q5-How often do you use well-known, great classical literary works in the
classroom ?Very often/ sometimes/Rarely/No answer

1-Very often

2-Sometimes

3-Rarely

4-No answer

Q6-How often do you use project-based learning activities in the classroom ? Very
often/ sometimes/Rarely/No answer

1-Very often

2-Sometimes

3-Rarely

4-No answer

7-As an EFL teacher, how do you evaluate your students’ critical thinking skills ?

1-High

2-Average

3-Low

8-According to your experience in teaching English at University level, what
would you recommend to improve your students’ critical thinking abilities?

How to cite this article by the APA style:

Sakraoui Amel (2019). Exploring critical thinking from the teacher’s eyes: The case of the department
of English-Badji Mokhtar university-Annaba.Journal of Psychological and Educational Sciences. 5
(4). Algeria: El-OuedUniversity. 256-267.
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Abstract: Interaction is a vital construct in the social fabric of the classroom. The ability
to instigate, maintain and foster such an endeavor is a necessity that researchers and
practitioners are constantly seeking to promote. In this regard, developing a classroom
interactional competence lies at the heart of fostering a dialogic pedagogy. The latter is a
prerequisite in the learner-centered teaching/learning trend. Nevertheless, there have been
scant studies that attempted to tackle the status quo of classroom interactional
competence especially in the Algerian context on the grounds that classroom
interactional competence is a byproduct of classroom ethos. Thus, the present research is
attempt to shed light on classroom realms by investigating teachers’ attitudes and
practices regarding classroom interactional competence in the Algerian context. To this
end, three teachers fromthe university of Dr. Moulay Tahar (Saida) constituted the
research subjects. Accordingly, a qualitative approach was opted for: a/classroom
observation in which data was analyzed according to Walsh’s conversation analytical
tool SETT (self-evaluation of teacher talk). Furthermore, a teachers’ interview was
conducted with the selected teachers for the sake of obtaining a deeper understanding of
their schemata and attitudes regarding classroom interactional competence.

Resultsshowed a discrepancy between teachers’ professed attitudes and actual practices

Keywords: classroom interactional competence, Self-Evaluation of Teacher Talk, Teacher based
research. classroom ethos
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1- Introduction

Modern language paradigms have witnessed a major tendency towards communicative
based teaching. The idea of form learners’ who are not only able to communicate in the target
language but to develop interactional awareness and competence was the leitmotif of today’s
research scope. Hence, foreign language teaching methods were oriented to meet this end and
a focus from “what” to “how” to teach was placed at center of educational research. In this
light, Many researchers (Malamah-Thomas,1987; Richards, 1990; Johnson,1992; Allwright &
Bailey,1996; Tsui, 1996 ; Kumaravadivelu, 1999; Walsh, 2013) and socio-constructivist
theorists drew attention to the interactive exchanges in the classroom on the premise that
interaction lies at the heart of teaching , some even believe that that interaction that takes
place is learning (Van Lier, 1988 qtd in Walsh, 2013,52). Furthermore, learning was
considered as a social activity which is strongly influenced by involvement, engagement and
participation (Walsh, 2013, 46).

To this end, teachers who are considered as a fundamental pillar in the
teaching/learning process are required to acquire, develop and update their practices vis-a-vis
the construct of classroom interaction. Hitherto, developing classroom interactional
competence allow teachers’ to be empowered, gain insights into their classrooms and promote
dialogic, engaged and safe classroom environment in which learners are actively engaged in
their learning process (Walsh, 2006, 52).

Notwithstanding, Literature reviews have indicated that there were limited studies on
teachers’ Classroom Interactional Competence especially at the tertiary level. In this regard, it
is quintessential to delve into the dynamics of classroom interaction and shed light on
teachers’ attitudes and practices regarding their interactional competence.

Thus, the present research attempts to answer the following questions:

1. To what extent are teachers aware of their interactional practices in their
classrooms?

2. How is teachers’ Classroom Interactional Competence manifested in their
practices?

In an attempt to answer the aforementioned research questions, the researcher has
opted a qualitative research paradigm due to the exploratory/ descriptive nature of the study.
Hence, the current study contributes to our knowledge by addressing four important issues:
a. Investigating teachers’ Classroom Interactional Competence by pinpointing
teachers’ attitudes and practices
b. Shedding light on teachers’ background knowledge and their practices to
promote Classroom Interaction.
c. Elucidating the construct of Classroom Interactional Competence as an integral
component in Classroom ethos.
d. Raising teachers’ awareness about the importance of developing their
Classroom Interactional Competence and its implications on the teaching/

learning process.

1.1- Classroom as a social context:

The classroom is a “place where more than two people gather together for the purpose
of learning, with one having the role of the teacher” (Tsui, 1995, 01). It is a setting in which
each of its participants has his assigned role, i.e, Firstly, the learners being a group of
heterogeneous body culturally, psychologically, cognitively and socially brought together for
the same purpose which is learning .Secondly, the teacher being the moderator, the guide or
the instructional, pedagogical and social manager of the class. These interactants manage to
create a social context in which they have certain social norms to respect and follow.

Accordingly, the EFL classroom is a dynamic social context which is similar to any
“real world” context in which its participants exchange opinions, feelings, concerns and
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information. Similarly, Hudgins et al (1981, 01): “the process of teaching should be thought

of as a type of everyday social interaction, rather than a specialized type of human behavior”.
Walsh argues that instead of seeing the classroom as a single context, Classroom is

constituted of (plural) contexts (Walsh, 2006, 16). These contexts are co-constructed through

the process of talk-in-interaction which are tied to pedagogical and institutional goals of a

lesson.

1.2. Classroom Interaction:

The Longman Dictionary of Language Teaching and Applied Linguistics defines
Classroom Interaction as “the patterns of verbal and non-verbal communication and the types
of social relationships which occur within classrooms “(Richards, 2001, 72). It is a
sociolinguistic setting in which meaning making is co-constructed and co-produced by its
main participants: The teacher, the learners. This dual process of meaning negotiation and
meaning making is constructed through employing a variety of verbal and non-verbal cues.
Admittedly, the joint nature of Classroom interaction lays the grounds for the process of
teaching/learning to take place. Thus, “Classroom interaction serves as an enabling function:
its only purpose is to provide conditions for learning “(Malamah-Thomas, 1987, 02).

Classroom Interaction encompasses a number of aspects which shapes and determines
the quality of interaction between the participants. Be it teacher fronted classroom or learner
centered, aspects of classroom interaction are part and parcel of any classroom setting. These
aspects include Negotiation of meaning, feedback, Repair, Recast, questioning techniques,
and Turn Taking System.

Before addressing the construct of Classroom Interactional Competence, we should
first take a look at one of its basic theoretical roots; the term “Interactional Competence”. The
latter served as a basis for developing the concept of Classroom Interactional Competence.
1.3. Interactional Competence:

This term was first coined by Kramsch, she proposed Interactional Competence as a
emancipating means for optimizing learners’ foreign language education (Kramsch, 1986,
370).

Interactional Competence is defined as “a relationship between participants’
employment of linguistic and interactional resources and the contexts in which they are
employed” (Young, 2008 gtd in Young, 2011). This posits that Interactional competence
entails the employment of linguistic and para-linguistic resources in a joint-enterprise milieu.
In an attempt to expand the conceptualization of the term “Interactional Competence”;
Markee (2008),Young (2001) proposed a set of features of Interactional Competence : These
features include linguistic features such as grammar and vocabulary .Interactional aspects
such as Turn taking and Repair nonverbal cues such as gaze as well as identity resources .

1.4. Classroom Interactional Competence and its main features:

It was Steve Walsh (2006) who first coined the term “Classroom Interactional
Competence” (CIC henceforth) as an attempt to conceptualize construct that is necessary in
classroom life. Classroom Interactional competence is defined as “teachers’ and learners’
ability to use interaction as a tool for mediating and assisting learning’ (Walsh, 2011, 158). It
highlights the interplay between teachers’ and learners’ roles; their use of language and
interactional artifacts in determining interaction. In addition, it assumes that these
interactional skills foster communicative language classrooms and optimizes learning
opportunities. This is done through “teachers’ successful interactional management of
pedagogical activities” (Sert, 2015, 54).

As an attempt to provide a profound understanding of CIC, Walsh identified five features of
Classroom interactional competence; they basically revolve around teachers’ use of language
and his /her interactional decision-making conducts. In fact, these interactional features
become meaningful as long as they coincide with the pedagogical goal of the moment. This
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means that they are either constructive or obstructive to the teaching/learning process. Sert
(2015) summarized these features as follows:

a. Maximizing interactional space:
It means that teachers provide learners with extended interactional opportunities. This can be
done by reducing teacher echo, increasing learners’ turns and allowing learners planning time
for “rehearsal” for their participation in order to “optimize their output”(Walsh, 2006, 132)
and maximize the potential for learning opportunities.

b. Shaping learner contributions:
This is done through the employment different interactional strategies such as seeking
clarification, scaffolding, modeling and repairing learners’ input. This process is also called
“appropriation”.

c. Effective use of eliciting:
This is considered as an integral feature in the construct of CIC. The ability to “import”
opportunities into the classroom (Thompson, 1997, as cited in Walsh, 2006, 137) allows
learners to optimize their language negotiation skills .Put simply, when the teacher use
interactional strategies such as comprehension checks and clarification questions ,they
provide learners with the opportunity to manage interaction by themselves and gives them
practice opportunities .

d. Instructional idiolect:
An instructional idiolect refers to the teacher’s understanding of their individual speech
behavior. That is, their style of speaking, their regional accent, their voice, their tone. They
are determined by teacher’s “personality and teaching style” (Walsh, 2011, 140). Teachers’
instructional idiolect may have a positive or a negative impact on interactional construct of
the classroom.

e. Interactional awareness:
Interactional awareness is a central idea in the construct of CIC. In the classroom context, it
refers to “teachers’ sensitivity to their role in a particular stage of a lesson” (Walsh, 2011,
142). This may include adjustments made by teachers according to the pedagogical mode. (i.e,
mode switching). Also, the interactional decisions which are suitable to the instructional
moment (knowing when to withdraw from a conversation and leaving extended space for
learners). The interactional awareness is an optimal strategic feature that is supportive for
both teachers’ and learners’ interactional exchanges.

1.5. The role of Classroom Interactional Competence in the EFL classroom

Needless to say, Classroom interaction plays an integral role in the EFL classroom. In fact,
a large and growing body of literature focused on the impact of interaction on the acquisition
and development of language.

Interaction is considered as a the basis for foreign language learning .In fact, it is through

interaction that learners are “engaged both in enhancing their own communicative abilities
and in socially constructing their identities through collaboration and negotiation” (Brown &
Lee, 2015, 80) .In a similar view, Chaudron (1988,10) posits that : ” Interaction is viewed as
significant because it is argued that only through interaction can the learners decompose the
TL structures and derive meaning from classroom events. That is to say, interaction allows
for comprehensible input, interactional feedback, and opportunities for negotiation for
meaning (Gass & Mackey, 2007).
This view is shared by Hedge (2000,13) who posits that: “interaction pushes learners to
produce more accurate and appropriate language, which itself provide input for other
students” .Therefore, Classroom Interactional Competence can be seen as a necessary
component in classroom life .It is the “engine” of classroom pedagogy; effective classroom
interaction establishes linguistic and interactional rules. Thus, it creates a hospitable learning
environment that prompts learners to achieve better performance in the classroom.

In this light, Classroom Interactional Competence lays the ground for learning opportunities
for learners. This allows space for practice in the target language. As a result, learners can be
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“more motivated to engage in further communication, and they can reach a successful
communication” (Ellis, 1991).

2- Method and Tools:

The exploratory nature of this research paper postulates an employment of a
qualitative approach. Such an approach allows the researchers to gain a deeper understanding
of the realms of classroom interaction by examining this phenomenon in its natural setting.
Put simply, it is a suitable tool that is used “to capture the reality” of classroom interaction in
the Algerian context by providing “snapshots” of real classroom interactive events.

In order to execute the adopted research paradigm, a naturalisticdata driven methodology was
the suitable so as to reach the aims of the study. This is done by obtaining data from the
classroom by selecting two qualitative research instruments.

Three teachers from the university of Dr. Moulay Tahar (Saida) constituted the sample
population of the research. For reliability and validity purposes, teachers were chosen based
on a random sampling approach. The selected teachers are two females and one male teacher.
Their teaching experience ranges between 3 to 16 years of. They teach different courses: Oral
expression, American Literature and Sociolinguistics.

The researchers have opted for a qualitative approach in which two research
instruments were utilized:
a. Classroom Observation:

As a primary source of inquiry, Classroom observation allows the researchers to
“capture” the realities of Classroom life. It is considered as an integral part in Classroom
based research. It provides the researchers access to teachers” online decision making”
practices (Walsh, 2013,59). Thus, the researchers have arranged two observational sessions
with the selected teachers. Regarding the classroom observation sheet, The researchers have
opted for

Walsh SETT (2006),i.e., Self-Evaluation Teacher Talk . The latter is based on
conversation analytical framework. Within this framework, classroom context is comprised of
“modes” .These modes “encompass the interrelatedness of language use and teaching
purpose” (Walsh, 2013,73).

Following this framework, there are four modes; each mode is related to specific
interactional features such as Feedback, Repair and Questions in addition to pedagogic
goals.Thus, the teachers were observed for a period of twice a week within a period of four
weeks, mainly, between March 29" to April 301" 2018. It should be noted that the sessions of
classroom observation were transcribed based on Gail Jefferson‘s transcription code.
(appendix a)

e Walsh’s analytical framework (SETT):

The SETT (Self-Evaluation of Teacher Talk) is an analytical tool that was introduced by
Steve Walsh in 2006. In his book “Investigating Classroom Discourse”, Walsh (2006, 62)
postulates that the SETT was designed as a means to “help teachers describe both classroom
interaction and foster an understanding of interactional processes”. Thus, this analytical too
offers a “fine grained, up close, adhoc “understanding of the interactional structure of the
classroom (Walsh, 2013, 69) .Since its introduction, the SETT framework has been used in a
variety of educational settings such as initial education programmes (PGCE), INSET course
for experienced teachers and several institutional settings (Hougham, 2015; Ghafarpour, 2016).
Walsh (2006,2011,2013) views classroom discourse as a series of complex micro contexts,
each of these contexts is related to a specific pedagogic goal and their underlying interactional
features. These micro-contexts are called ‘modes” In fact, these modes delineate the
relationship between discourse and behavior. They are identified in term of turn taking and
topic management patterns.
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There are four main modes in the SETT framework (appendix c); each mode is aligned
with aset of pedagogic goals and interactional features.
i.  Managerial mode:

It is the introductory mode of the instruction. Generally, its aim is to organize the physical
conditions for learning to take place, transmit information and introduce or conclude an
activity. Hence, the managerial mode is used to set “the tone “of learning and explain its
organizational structure. ldeally speaking, it occurs at the beginning of the lesson or any new
activity. The managerial mode can be characterized by long extended teacher turn and an
absence of learner involvement. It also can be manifested in a number of interactional features
such as the use of comprehension checks, the use of transitional markers and lack of learners’
contribution.

ii.  Materials mode:

In this mode, the main pedagogic goal is “to provide language practice around a piece of
material” (Walsh, 2013,74). This means that learners are presented with written or audiovisual
materials as an input to elicit, check and evaluate learners’ contributions. The materials mode
is characterized by the predominance of a rigid IRF structure (Initiation-Response-Feedback);
the use of scaffolding, display questions and corrective feedback are highly eminent features
in this mode.

iii.  Skills and systems mode:

Practice and production are the main backdrops of the skills and systems mode. Basically,
learners are provided with the necessary sub-skills to produce correct forms and manipulate
the target language. Thus, the interactional features of this mode are manifested in the use of
direct repair, display questions clarification requests as well as form focused feedback.

iv.  Classroom context mode:
The classroom context mode is an opportunity for learners to express themselves freely.
In fact, one of its main pedagogic goals is to establish a context in which oral fluency is
promoted. This mode marks the transition from teacher-centered interaction to a learner-
centered one. The classroom context mode is characterized by extended learner turns, repair
and content feedback as well as the use of referential questions to foster a fruitful classroom
interaction.

b. Teachers’ Interview:

Teachers’ interview is a qualitative research instruments that assist the researchers in
eliciting the research’s subjects’ attitudes, beliefs and viewpoints. It “allows for a more in
depth exploration of issues “(Richards, 2001, 61).

In this light, the researchers have conducted an interview with three teachers whose
educational background, teaching experience and teaching styles are different from one
another.

Teachers’ interview was set out to understand the attitudes and beliefs of teachers
regarding their CIC. The questions were divided into two main sections: The first section is
dedicated towards teachers’ schemata about CIC. This allows the researchers to understand
thecognitive background of teachers regarding the construct of CIC. One the other hand, The
second section deals with teachers’ application of CIC in their practices. In other words, how
is teachers’ CIC manifested in the classroom from the viewpoint of teachers? (see appendix
b)

Table (1) : Research Design
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Type of Study Research Questions Method used

1.To what extent are teachers aware of

their interactional practices in their Teachers® Interview
classrooms?
Qualitati
ve study 2.How is teachers’ Classroom
Classroom Observation /
conversation analytical

their practices? framework (SETT)

Interactional Competence manifested in

3- Results and Discussion:
This section summarizes and discusses the main findings of the study;

1/ To what extent are teachers aware of their interactional practices in their classrooms?

3.1Teachers’ interview:

The interview questions were compartmentalized into two sections: each section has
its goal. Section one is concerned with collecting data regarding teachers’ schemata and
background information about Classroom interaction in general and CIC specifically. It is an
attempt to understand teachers’ theoretical knowledge and attitude regarding CIC in their
practice

The second section is concerned with the application of CIC features in their
classrooms. It is hypothesized that even if teachers didn’t possess the adequate metalinguistic
awareness of their interactional practices. Features of CIC might still be integrated in their
pedagogical management of interaction. Therefore, the second section asks questions which
are in line with the features of CIC as proposed by Walsh (2006).

e Teachers’ schemata about Classroom Interactional Competence:

When asked about providing a definition for the term Classroom interaction, T1
concluded that Classroom Interaction is a debate made between different members of the
classroom, teachers and their learners, between learners themselves or learners and materials.
He defined the term from the viewpoint of creating an environment in which students
contribute in the learning process. T2 views Classroom Interaction as a strategy that teachers
use to encourage learners to engage in discussions, language practice and anything that
enhances their learning. Similarly, T3 emphasizes on the fact that Classroom Interaction is
“the most crucial “aspect in the teaching/learning process.

The second question dealt with the term Classroom Interactional Competence, answers
revealed that T1 and T3 had little or no familiarity with this term. On the other hand, T2
defined it as the ability to create an atmosphere of learning that encourages students to
participate

Regarding the interactive considerations that teachers take during the lesson: T1
contended that He/she does not take it into consideration. He prefers to spontaneously create
an interactive learning environment by asking questions, reformulating answers and inviting
others to give their opinions. T2 believes that the nature of the subject area is important in
determining the interactive considerations that he/she opt for. Nevertheless, Classroom
Interaction remains a fruitful and necessary to enhance students’ four skills.

T1 believes that features that determine the dynamics of CI revolve around creating a
competitive environment and participation. On the other hand, T2 contends that she focuses
on learners’ engagement in the process while taking account of their emotional intelligence.
Additionally, T3 considers teacher’s presence, interest and motivation as the founding pillars
of CI dynamics.

e Teachers’ application of CIC in their interactive practices
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As for the strategies that teachers take to shape learners’ contributions. T1 reports that
he asks them critical questions, invite learners to reflect on their classmates’ answers and give
their own opinions. T2 and T3 agree on the fact that shaping learners’ contribution is tied
with the aims of the lesson. In other words, each lesson requires a certain space of leaners’
contributions and thus these teachers use strategies accordingly.

All in all, what is observed from the answers of these teachers is that they have an
idea about Classroom Interaction, in the sense that it revolves around participation, debate and
urging students to take initiative. What is apparent here though, is the lack of Classroom
Interactional Competence strategies. (repair, recasts, turn taking, time allotment) were not
mentioned. these are critical features that determine CIC.

2/How is teachers’ Classroom Interactional Competence manifested in their practices?

3.2Classroom Observation:

Teacher 01:

The module under observation was “Sociolinguistics” and the topic of this session was
“intercultural communication”. The teacher was a male teacher; he has five years of teaching
experience. He started the lesson by asking student to tell the class a joke. At first; students
were hesitant to initiate the interaction. He initiated the interaction by telling them a joke first
for the purpose of inciting them to participate. After that, students started discussing the
meaning of the jokes and their cultural backgrounds .Furthermore, they tried to dissect the
reasons underlying the intercultural differences in languages .Throughout the course, the
teacher managed to maintain the flow of the interaction by using interactional techniques such
as comprehension checks, requests for repair and employing referential questions.
Nevertheless, the teacher’s intent of maintaining the interaction granted him a larger
interactional space. Hemonopolized turn allocation system and as a consequence learners’
interactional initiations were sparse.

Here, it is clear that the teacher has employed the managerial mode in which the
pedagogical goal was to introduce the activity. It usually applied by teachers to help learners
“find their place” (Walsh, 2013,75).

As the lesson progresses, the application of the Materials mode and Skills and
Systems mode was dominant in a disproportionate distribution. In fact, the teacher attempted
to elicit responses from learners, clarify ambiguities. When communication breakdowns
occur, the teacher reframed his questions. This generated more participation and engagement
in the lesson. Extract 1.1 clearly illustrates the accomplishment of these two modes
(Materials, Skills and Systems)
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Extract 1.1

T: Cant anyone tell us{ what ! Doesyou:r friend means by CULTURAL gap? |

L1: erm (0.3) he means ! that erm (0.2) there is a difference between> for example<
Chinese people and arab people ---

[yes ?]

T: in what sense 1 ?

L1: (1.0)

T: I mean (0.1) what are?! these differences that exist between Chinese and
Arabpeople ?=

L1: hhh. Like erm ingreeting people . >for example< the chinese people for exa:
:mple, doesn’ t.

L3: [don” t]

(0.3) don? t tatke>as much time as< we do erm arabic ! arab?! peopletake a LOT of
time

L2 : [Algerian people to be exact]
((laughter))

T :$ok good$ .now let” s tmove to the Main aspects of intercultural

communication {

As for the fourth mode; Classroom context. The teacher avoided form focused repair,
he also refrained from applying negative feedback.

Teacher 02:

Regarding this Class. The teacher under observation was a female in her mid-thirties.
She has been teaching Oral Expression for three years. The main topic was centered upon
“popular English proverbs”. The learners were provided with handouts in which a number of
proverbs were listed. The learner had to guess their meaning and discuss them.

Ideally speaking, the module of Oral expression is the suitable opportunity for
learners to interact and express themselves. Its main purpose revolves around fostering
learners’ communicative and interactional competence. Teachers’ contributions should be
limited and more interactional space should be provided to the learners. Nevertheless,
sessions of Classroom observations revealed that the amount of Teacher Talk dominated
Classroom discourse. In fact, teachers followed a rigid IRF structure (Initiation-Response-
Feedback) in managing interaction with learners. The teacher tended interrupt learner’s
contributions and employ content-focused feedback for every learner’s turn. In addition, Data
shows the teacher’s over use of display questions and teacher echo. As for learners’-initiated
discourse; learners had a reluctant attitude regarding their contribution. They were hesitant to
express themselves and to initiate discussion. Their wavering contributions revolved around
clarification checks and comprehensions requests. Put simply, the interactional climate of the
class was characterized by pure teacher monopoly of talk.

Following Walsh SETT (2006) framework, the researchers may contend that this
class was dominated by two main modes: mostly the Managerial mode and the Materials
mode. As for Classroom context, interactional opportunities were little. Despite the teachers’
attempt to promote dialogue and discussion, learners’ responses did not reflect a “healthy”
interactional environment.

Teacher03:

Concerning this class, the course of American Literature was delivered by a female
teacher. She has sixteen years of teaching experience. The novel of “The Great Gatsby “was
the main topic tackled during this session.

She started the lesson by showing them clips from the movie adaptation of the novel.
It was clear that learners were significantly motivated to discuss the content of the novel.
Here, the Managerial mode was apparent at this level: the teacher organized the physical
learning environment, introduced the lesson and referred to materials by employing a number
of interactional features, she also stimulated learners’ motivation by the provision of videos as
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a psychological inciter of learner’s engagement and involvement. Secondly, the Materials
mode is also prominent; the teacher’s pedagogical goals were aligned with the interactional
features employed (the use of scaffolding, confirmation checks, referential questions and
Clarification requests).

What is evident in this data is that all teachers have attempted to create learning
opportunities. The difference between them lies in the extent to which pedagogical goals and
interactional features are aligned. That is to say, the more these two components are aligned
the more likely it is to create learning opportunities. For the first and the second teacher, their
attempt to create learning opportunities had a counter effect on learners’ contributions. Their
overuse of feedback and repair obstructed the interactional “space “of the learners. According
to these teachers, the overuse of these strategies is ascribed to learner’s low level of
motivation, autonomy in addition to their anxiety to speak publicly (participation was
considered as a face-threatening act). Here, the researchers argue that it is due to teachers’
overly use of form focused feedback was one of the primary reasons of learners’ reluctance to
participate. That said, it is evident that teachers lack awareness of Classroom Interactional
Competence as a construct in the interactional architecture of the classroom (Seedhouse
2004). The sessions of Classroom Observation are illustrated in the following table:

Table (2): Table of classroom observation sessions

Teacher Teacher01  Teacher02 Teacher03  Teacher01  Teacher02 Teachers03

Modes _ )
. Session 01 Session 02
Sessions
v

. v v v
Managerial
Materials v v v
Skills and v v
Systems
Classroom v
Context

4- Conclusion

In conclusion, teachers’ attitudes and practices regarding their Classroom Interactional
Competence revealed a pedagogical dichotomy. Teachers had a positive attitude towards
Classroom Interaction. However, most of their practices showed that they tended to dominate
the classroom talk and they monopolize interaction. In addition, they had no theoretical
background on how to evaluate and measure their Classroom Interactional Competence
(CIC). This is apparent in teachers’ plea to have a training regarding monitoring and
evaluating their CIC systematically in order to have a solid and clear outlook on their
interactive decision-makingpractices.
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APPENDIX A

Table (3) : JEFFERSONIAN TRANSCRIPTION NOTATION

Syrlnbo Name Use

[ text Brackets Indicates the start and end points of overlapping speech.
1

= EqualSign Indicates the break and subsequent continuation of a

single interrupted utterance.

(# of Timed Pause A number in parentheses indicates the time, in seconds, of
seconds) a pause in speech.

) Micropause A brief pause, usually less than 0.2 seconds.

.ord Period or Indicatesfalling pitch.

Down Arrow

?or Question Mark Indicatesrising pitch.
0 or Up Arrow

, Comma Indicates a temporary rise or fall in intonation.

- Hyphen Indicates an abrupt halt or interruption in utterance.

>text Greater than / Indicates that the enclosed speech was delivered more
< Less than symbols rapidly than usual for the speaker.

<text Less than / Indicates that the enclosed speech was delivered more
> Greater than symbols  slowly than usual for the speaker.

° Degreesymbol Indicates whisper or reduced volume speech.

ALL Capitalizedtext Indicates shouted or increased volume speech.
CAPS

Unde Underlinedtext Indicates the speaker is emphasizing or stressing the
rline speech.

Colon(s) Indicates prolongation of an utterance.

(hhh) Audible exhalation

?0r . I .
(.hhh) High Dot Audible inhalation

(text _ . . .

Parentheses Speech which is unclear or in doubt in the transcript.

)

((
italictext )) Parentr?e gggle Annotation of non-verbal activity.

Jeffersonian Transcription Notation is described in G. Jefferson, “Transcription Notation,” in J.
Atkinson and J. Heritage (eds), Structures of Social Interaction, New York: Cambridge University Press, 1984.

APPENDIX B
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Teachers’ Interview

Section one: Teachers’ schemata about CIC
How would you define Classroom Interaction?

Are you familiar with the term Classroom Interactional Competence?

w M Py

When planning your lessons do you take into consideration the interactive instances

that may occur during the lesson and how?

4. According to you, what are the features that determine the dynamics of
classroom interaction?

5. To what extent does a teacher’s awareness of his conversational style would
contribute in optimizing learning opportunities?

» Section two: Teachers’ application of CIC in their interactive practices

1. In your opinion, what are the strategies that you take to shape learners’
contributions?

2. How do you allow space for learners to interact?

3.Do you evaluate your Classroom Interactional Competence?

4. If yes how?

Appendix C:
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Table (4): Walsh‘s revised SETT framework (2006, 94)

Mode Pedagogic goals Interactionalfeatures
To transmit information Single, extended teacher turn which uses
. i . explanations and/or instructions
To organize the physical learning
environment Use of transitional markers
Managerial To refer learners to materials Use of confirmation checks
To introduce or conclude an activity ~ Absence of learner contributions
To change from one mode of
learning to another
To provide input or language practice ~ Predominance of IRF pattern
around a piece of material Extensive use of display questions
. To elicit responses in relation to the Form-focused feedback
Materials material
) Corrective repair
To check and display answers )
Use of scaffolding
To clarify when necessary
To enable learners to produce correct ~ Use of direct repair
forms Use of scaffolding
To enable learners to manipulate the  £ytended teacher turns
Skills and target language Disol i
) ) isplay questions
Systems To provide corrective feedback
Teacher echo
To display correct answers N
play Clarification requests
To pro_\llde learners with practice in Form-focused feedback
sub-skills
To enable learners to express Extended learner turns
il et elleety Short teacher turns
Classroom To establish a context Minimal repair
context To promote dialogue and discussion  Content feedback

Referential questions
Scaffolding

Clarification requests

How to cite this article by the APA style:

DINE Radia & MENEZLA Nadia (2019). A Qualitative Study of Classroom Interactional Competence
among University Teachers.Journal of Psychological and Educational Sciences. 5 (4). Algeria: El-
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I Résumé :Cette étude a pour objet d’examiner si les facteurs métalinguistiques

' (conscience phonologique et conscience morphologique) et visuo-attentionnel sont

| associés a la compétence en lecture de mots et de pseudo-mots chez I’enfant en 4 ™ et 5

: éme années primaires. L analyse de ces trois variables a été réalisée sur la base d’une

| comparaison entre enfants dyslexiques (n=30) et normo-lecteurs (n=111) appariés en age.
. Les résultats de cette étude ont montre que la conscience phonologique, la conscience

i morphologique et I’attention visuelle sont significativement associés avec la performance
| de lecture de mots et de pseudo-mots. Les deux groupes de lecteurs différent

| significativement entre eux dans ces trois variables linguistique et cognitive. Les résultats
| ont des implications théoriques sur la compréhension approfondie des processus de bases
' fondamentales liées a la lecture de mots en langue arabe.

| Mots-clés : dyslexie développementale, conscience phonologique, conscience

E morphologique, attention visuelle.

i Abstract: The aim of this study is to examine whether metalinguistic (phonological

; awareness and morphological awareness) and visual-attentional factors are associated

| with the ability to read words and pseudo-words in children in the 4™ and 5" primary

| grades. The analysis of these three variables was performed on the basis of a comparison

I between dyslexic children (n = 30) and typical readers (n = 111) matched in age. The

I results of this study showed that phonological awareness, morphological awareness, and

I visual attention are significantly associated with words and pseudo-words reading

| performance. The two groups of readers differ significantly in these three linguistic and

; cognitive variables. The results have theoretical implications for the in-depth

i understanding of basic fundamentals processes related to reading words in Arabic.

; Key-words: developmental dyslexia, phonological awareness, morphological awareness,
, visual attention.
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1- Introduction

D’une facon générale, il est admis que les facteurs cognitifs et linguistiques ont un
impact important sur 1’acquisition et la déficience de la lecture (Verhoeven, Reitsma, &
Siegel, 2010). Bien qu'il existe une variabilité dans les modeles de prédiction entre les
differentes systemes orthographiques (Ziegler & Goswami, 2005), le traitement le plus
récurrent est celui du traitement phonologique en générale et la conscience phonologique en
particulier (CP) (Peterson & Pennington, 2012). Toutefois, la morphologie non-linéaire et
certaines caractéristiques orthographiques de la langue arabe (telle que la similitude graphique
entre les lettres et le systeme de voyellisation) semble avoir un impact significatif sur le
traitement des lettre et des mots (Layes et al., 2016). En fait, des recherches suggeérent que le
traitement cognitif de la lecture en arabe exige des capacités de traitement visuo-spatial plus
accentué liées a la nature des caractéristiques morphologiques et orthographiques de la langue
arabe (Abu-Rabia & Awwad, 2004). Ainsi, lorsqu'il s'agit de déterminer 1’importance des
différentes compétences en tant qu'indicateurs de la capacité de la lecture, il semble que les
compétences morphologiques et visuelles revétent d’une grande importance pour la maitrise
de la lecture en arabe par rapport a ce qui est le cas dans d'autres langues.

De nombreuses recherches font le point sur les prédictions des compétences de lecture
au niveau des langues européennes, alors que peu de recherche ont été menées sur ses facteurs
prédictifs de la performance de lecture en langue Arabe, et en particulier sur la conscience
morphologique et I’attention visuelle. Dans la présente étude, les relations prédictives entre la
conscience phonologique, la conscience morphologique et l'attention visuelle (variables
prédictives) et la lecture des mots (variable prédite) ont été étudiées chez des enfants
arabophones dyslexiques et non-dyslexiques. Telle étude pourrait contribuer a une meilleure
compréhension des mécanismes linguistiques et cognitifs spécifiques et universaux liés
a la lecture.

La conscience phonologique, le prédicteur le plus reconnu de la lecture des mots, fait
référence a la conception chez le sujet que le langage oral peut étre décomposé en syllabes et
phonemes individuels (Wagner et al., 1997). En littérature, les problemes de décodage des
mots sont fortement associés a un déficit de conscience phonologique, qui se manifestent dans
I’imprécision et la lenteur durant la lecture des mots (Ramus et Szenkovits, 2008). Les
recherches ont amplement démontré que les enfants dyslexiques sont moins performants en
matiére de discrimination phonémique, et qu’ils ont des problémes dans diverses taches de
conscience phonologique (Vellutino, Fletcher, Snowling & Scanlon, 2004).

Plus précisément, la conscience phonologique s'est révélée d’étre le meilleur
prédicteur de la capacité de décodage des mots a travers les langues, y compris I'arabe (Layes
et al., 2015b; Tibi & Kirby, 2018). Landerl et al. (2012) ont constaté que la CP est un facteur
prédictif significatif de la dyslexie, méme dans les langues les plus transparentes. D'autres
études ont montré que le pouvoir prédictif de la CP diminue dans les systémes
orthographiques transparents apres les premieres années de scolarité. Furnes et Samuelsson
(2010) ont étudié les facteurs prédictifs des difficultés de lecture et d'orthographe chez les
enfants du préscolaire jusqu’a la 2°™ année de scolarisation dont la langue d’apprentissage
est le norvégien et le suédois ainsi qu’en anglais, et ce a l'aide de versions paralléles des
meémes tests. Les auteurs ont montré que la CP en tant qu’un facteur prédictif des difficultés
de la lecture dans I'échantillon scandinave était limité a la premiére année scolaire, alors qu’il
reste un facteur prédictif significatif dans le groupe anglophone. Toutefois, comme la
voyellisation est facultative en langue arabe, de sorte qu’il existe des scripts a voyellisés et
non voyellisés. Par conséquent, le recours aux marqueurs phonologiques peut différer des
langues européennes et le réle de la voyellisation peut aussi différer en conséquence.

De plus, la conscience morphologique (CM) comme une capacité d’analyse des mots
en unités minimales significatives, a €té liée a une variété d’habiletés (Deacon, Benere et
Pasquarella, 2013). Au cours de ces deux dernieres décennies, un nombre croissant d'études
empiriques sur les langues alphabétiques ont montré que la CM joue un réle important dans le
développement de la lecture (Berninger et al., 2010; Carlisle, 2000; Kirby et al., 2012).De
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nombreux chercheurs ont en fait reconnu les multiples réles de la CM dans la lecture des
mots, et il y a de plus en plus d’arguments que l'impact du déficit morphologique sur la
lecture se manifeste difféeremment selon les langues (Nagy, Berninger, Abbott, Vaughan et
Vermeulen, 2003). Les chercheurs ont fait valoir que la morphologie de la langue joue un role
important dans la lecture de lI'arabe (Abu-Rabia, Abu-Rahmoun, 2012).

Des études antérieures en langue arabe ont fourni des résultats controversés sur le role
prédictif de CM. Des recherches ont montré que la morphologie, évalué par les taches
d'identification et de production, est le prédicteur le plus puissant dans la précision et la
compréhension en lecture chez les lecteurs dyslexiques et non-dyslexique, en 3m | géme  geme
et 12°™ années scolaires (Abu-Rabia, 2012). En revanche, les résultats fournis par Taha
(2013) ont montré qu'il n'existe aucune corrélation significative entre la CM et les processus
de lecture et de décodage. Cette divergence peut étre liée a la nature des instruments
morphologiques et au manque de sensibilité des tests utilisés.

De plus, il est largement établi que les enfants dyslexiques ont un déficit d'attention
visuelle (Vidyasagar & Pammer, 2010), comme en témoignent les taches de barrage,
impliquant une attention sélective (Casco, Tressoldi, & Dellantonio, 1998). La capacité
d'effectuer des taches de recherche visuelle s'est avérée réduite chez les lecteurs dyslexiques
par rapport aux lecteurs non-dyslexiques. Une de ces taches est la recherche visuelle dans
laguelle I'observateur doit identifier des éléments multifonctionnels comme une lettre ou une
forme dans un fond d'éléments similaires. Les études ont rapporté que les dyslexiques
exécutent mal les taches de recherche visuelle et de balayage, ce qui indique des déficiences
dans la précision et la vitesse du traitement de I'information (Ferretti, Mazzotti, & Brizzolara,
2008 ; Lima, Azoni, & Ciasca, 2010).

Cependant, le réle du déficit de I'attention dans la dyslexie développementale a fait
I'objet d'un long débat. Il n'est pas clair si les lecteurs dyslexiques ont une déficience générale
de I'attention ou sont affectés par des déficits plus spécifiques. Les dyslexiques présentent une
déficit visuo-spatial fréqguemment étudié a travers une tache de recherche visuelle dans
laquelle un sujet doit identifier I'élément cible, comme une lettre ou une forme, dans un
contexte d'éléments similaires (Ferretti et al., 2008). Les hypothéses qui orientaient notre
étude consiste a : a) la CP devrait étre le meilleur prédicteur des performances de lecture des
mots chez les participants, vu sa relation avec la lecture incontestable. b) la CM devrait étre
un prédicteur important de la lecture des mots puisque le systeme d'écriture en arabe est basé
sur la morphologie, ou la racine consonantique et les modeles vocaliques des morphemes sont
toujours combinés. Par conséquent, d'aprés ces caractéristiques orthographiques, I'attention
visuelle devrait jouer un rdle prédictif important dans la reconnaissance des mots d’une
maniere directe ou indirecte a travers la CM.

2. Méthode
2.1. Participants :

Au total, cent quarante et un (141) participants arabophones en 4 ™ et 5 ™ années
primaires on fait partie de cette étude, dans cent onze (111) normo-lecteurs (moyenne d’age =
120.68 mois; écart type =7.68) et trente (30) lecteurs dyslexiques (moyenne d’age = 12 3.20
mois ; écart type =6.95). Les participants ont été sélectionnés dans leurs propre établissement
scolaires en se basant sur un critére d’un (1) écart-type inferieure a la moyenne de la
population dans un test de lecture de mots et pseudo-mots (Layes et al., 2015 ; Layes et al
2016). Un critére supplémentaire d’inclusion pour le groupe des dyslexiques était une la
habileté intellectuelle générale adéquate évaluee par une version abrégée tu test de Matrices
Progressives de Raven. Les critéres d’exclusion sont liés aux problémes auditifs ou visuels ou
des antécédents de troubles neurologiques, ou le redoublement scolaire, et ce sur la base des
informations fournies par les enseignants. Les deux groupes d’enfants n’avaient pas une
différence d’age [t (139) = -1,60, p > 0,05] ou en habileté intellectuelle non verbale [t (139) =
1,37, p > 0,05].
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2.2. Matériels et procédures

= Test d'habileté intellectuelle non-verbale
Les matrices progressives standard de Raven (Raven, 1938), un test de capacité de
raisonnement non verbal et d'intelligence générale, a été utilisé dans sa forme abrégée (Bouma
et al., 1996) comprenant 36 eléments (A, B, et C).

= Test de lecture des mots et des pseudo-mots
Le test de lecture des mots a été élaboré pour les enfants de 8 a 12 ans. Un ensemble de 80
mots partiellement voyellisés (40 mots fréquents et 40 mots peu fréquents) ont été présentés,
et qui varient en longueur (bi-syllabiques et tri-syllabiques) et en fréquence d'utilisation (haute
et basse fréquence). En plus dune liste de 20 pseudo-mots variant en longueur
orthographique. Les participants ont été invités a lire chague mot a voix haute sans limite de
temps. Le nombre de bonnes réponses représente le score total de chaque enfant. La fidélité
du test a été évaluée par la consistance interne (o = .93).

= Test de conscience phonologique
Le test de manipulation de phonémes a été utilisé, et est décrit comme la capacité d’isoler et
d’assembler des phonémes de la langue parlée. Il est fortement corrélé a la compétence en
lecture, principalement en raison de I'importance du décodage. Vingt paires de mots ont été
présentées oralement une par une, et les participants ont été invités a isoler les syllabes
initiales de chaque mot et a prononcer la nouvelle combinaison de phonémes.

= Test de conscience morphologique

Etant donné que la définition des mots complexes morphologiquement peut nécessiter

I'analyse des significations et des roles grammaticaux des composants morphologiques, la
tache de démantelement morphologique peut faire appel a des processus semblables a ceux
que les éleves peuvent utiliser lorsqu'ils rencontrent des mots morphologiquement complexes
en lecture (Carlisle, 2000). Cette question fait partie d'un test de conscience morphologique
(Layes et al., 2016), qui évalue la CM implicite de I’enfant. Tous les mots étaient
partiellement voyellisés (phonologiquement transparents). Cette tache évalue la capacité des
éleves a analyser et a décomposer les mots complexes en parties significatifs. Ce test est
composé de 14 mots, et les participants ont eu pour cosigne d'écouter chaque mot et le
segmenter en unités significatives. Il est a noter que chaque consigne est immédiatement
suivie d'un exemple pour illustrer ce que les participants devraient faire dans chaque tache. Le
score total de chaque participant est le nombre de bonnes réponses. La fiabilité du test évaluée
par la méthode test-retest est considérée comme adéquate (r =. 71).

= Test d'attention visuelle

L'attention visuelle a été¢ évaluée par la tiche de barrage d’images et des lettres
(Geldmacher, 1998). Tous les tests impliquent le balayage, I'identification et le marquage de
cibles spécifiques. Le coefficient de consistance interne de ce test est adéquat (a0 = .87). La
tache de barrage d’images est présenté sous forme d’une feuille chargée d’images d’objets
uniques dans différentes orientations (main, stylo, livre, ciseaux, etc.). Les éléves ont pour
tache de barrer trente cibles bien spécifiés (ciseaux) dont le temps est limité a une minute. Le
score correspond au nombre total de stimuli barrés correctement. quant a la tache de barrage
des lettres (Layes et al., 2015a) il s’agit de barrer une lettre cible (&). Le test est composé de
lettres alphabétiques disposees de fagon aléatoire en 20 rangées et en 10 colonnes. Le méme
principe est appliqué aussi pour la procédure et la notation.
3. Résultats

Le tableau (2) présente des statistiques descriptives avec les moyennes et les écarts-
types pour toutes les mesures et résultats du t-test entres groupes indépendants.
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Tableau (1) Caractéristiques des participants et rendement moyen dans toutes les
mesures par groupe de lecteurs.

Lecture normal Lecture Dyslexiques Différences

ESHIES M (SD) M (SD) t (139) Sig.
Age 120,6 (7,68) 123,2 (6,95) -1.62 NS

Raven 26,08 (4,07) 24,93 (4,02) 1.37 NS

Lecture de mots 67,08 (9,61) 19,00 (15,6) 15.98 .000
Lecture de pseudo-mots 27,05 (9,00) 3,33 (3,30) 22.66 .000
CP Suppression 14,72 (4,08) 6,77 (4,77) 9.12 .000
CP Mélange 5,68 (4,30) 1,20 (2,31) 7.62 .000
Totale de la CP 20,40 (6,89) 7,97 (5,56) 10.28 .000
CM 3,32 (1,52) 1,73 (0,82) 7.60 .000
AV des objets 17,60 (2,53) 15,27 (4,37) 2.80 .008
AV des lettres 17,68 (2,79) 14,83 (3,94) 3.70 .001
Total AV 35,28 (4,96) 30,10 (7,79) 3.45 .001

Note: CP= conscience phonologique; AV= attention visuel; CM= conscience morphologique;
MV= mémoire visuelle ; NS = non significatif.

Une analyse unidirectionnelle multi variée de la covariance (MANCOVA) pour le
contréle d'age et du Ravena été effectuée pour déterminer les différences possibles entre les
deux groupes sur les tests de conscience phonologique (CP), consciences morphologique
(CM) et I’attention visuelle (AV). Les groupes différaient a tous les niveaux [Pillai’s = 0,43, F
(3, 13) = 34,40, p <0,001, partiel n2 = 0,43]. Les analyses plus détaillées (ANOVA) ont
montré des différences associées au facteur « Groupe » dans la CP [F (1, 13) = 76,27, p
<0,001, partiel n2 = 0,35]; la CM (F (1, 13) = 24,21, p <0,001, n2 partiel = 0,15] et ’AV (F
(1, 13) = 24,62, p <0,001, 2 partiel = 0,15].

En outre, I'analyse de corrélation partielle (Tableau 2), en neutralisant 1’effet de 1'dge
et de Raven, a montré que la lecture de mots et de pseudo-mots est significativement corrélée
a la conscience phonologique, a I’attention visuelle et & la conscience morphologique (tous les
ps <0,001).

Tableau(2) Corrélations entre toutes les mesures de I’étude.

Variables Lecture PA.B PA.D MA VS.0 VA.L
Lecture - A2Fx* T0*** H9*** .38*** 39***
CP de Mélange - A8F** 25%* 13 19*
CP Suppression - RN R 22%* 20*
CM - 29*** 29%**
AV objets - JBF**
AV lettres -

Note: CP= conscience phonologique; AV= attention visuel; CM= conscience morphologique;
MV= mémoire visuelle ; NS = non significatif.
*p<.05; **p<.01;***p<.001



Layes& Bouakkaz Page 287]

4. Discussion :

Comme prévu, les résultats ont montré que la CP et la CM sont fortement corrélées a
la lecture des mots et des pseudos-mots. Ce résultat duplique une étude antérieure (Layes et
al, 2015) ou la conscience phonologique a été trouvée un facteur prédictif robuste de la
performance en lecture des mots chez les enfants arabophones scolarisés en 4°™ et 5°M¢
années primaires. Plusieurs chercheurs ont débattu la relation de la conscience phonologique
et morphologique en tant que deux composantes de la conscience métalinguistique, au
développement ultérieur de la compétence de lecture chez les enfants (Berninger, Abbott,
Nagy, & Carlisle, 2010).

Des résultats similaires ont été obtenus pas d'autres études sur des enfants
arabophones. Dans ce contexte, Tibi (2016) a constaté que la CP était le prédicteur le plus
important de la lecture chez les enfants de 3°™ année scolaire. Dans cette étude, la
contribution de la CM est demeure aprés avoir pris en compte d'autres facteurs linguistiques et
cognitifs. Des résultats similaires ont été rapportés par une étude menée par Al-Mannai et
Everatt (2005) ou on a trouvé que la CP anticipe la lecture des mots chez les jeunes éleves
arabophones de la 1°® jusqu’a la 3°™ année. Ces auteurs ont constatés que les aptitudes
phonologiques mesurées par le décodage des pseudo-mots et la CP étaient les meilleurs
prédicteurs de la lecture et de I'orthographe. Abu-Ahmad, Ibrahim et Share (2013) ont
également montré que le prédicteur individuel le plus significatif de la reconnaissance des
mots est la conscience phonémique. Les enfants semblent renforcer leur compétence
phonologique a 1'école du fait qu’ils sont constamment exposés au processus d'apprentissage
et de lecture. Ainsi, la CP favorise un processus de lecture normal et, en retour, le processus
de I’apprentissage de la lecture affecte le développement de la CP.

Nos résultats sont en divergence avec certaines recherches préceédentes qui indiquent
que lI'impact de la CP diminue progressivement en tant qu’une compétence importante de
lecture dans les langues transparentes (Furnes & Samuelsson, 2010). A I’inverse notre étude a
montré que la CP continue a jouer un réle primordial dans le développement de la lecture des
mots en arabe, langue transparente, aprés le premier stade d’apprentissage de la lecture.
Ziegler et al. (2010) ont montré que 1'impact de la CP en qualité d’un facteur principal
associé a la performance en lecture chez enfants en 2°™ année, était modulé par la
transparence orthographique. Il est vraisemblable que le processus d'identification des mots
€crits utilisés par les lecteurs arabophones difféere des autres langues quant a 1’utilisation des
signes de voyellisation. Bien que la lecture soit de plus en plus automatisée au fur et a mesure
que l'expérience en lecture augmente, le besoin de signes de voyellisation persiste d'une année
a l'autre.

La langue arabe est une langue homographique, en ce sens que les mots se ressemblent
orthographiquement lorsqu'ils ne sont pas voyellisés. C’est ainsi que la présence des voyelles
courtes (HARAKAT) peuvent rendre la prononciation des mots plus précise d’ou la précision de
lecture des mots (Abu-Rabia, 2001). Ainsi, le traitement phonologique semble continuer a
jouer un role essentiel méme dans les étapes ultérieures du développement de la lecture, car la
reconnaissance des mots en arabe est essentiellement fondée sur des modéles phonologiques
basee sur le traitement des racines. Ainsi, la nature phonologique de la langue arabe, dont la
correspondance de graphémes-phonemes est tres consistante, est susceptible de jouer un réle
facilitateur dans la lecture des mots (normaux ou en difficulté de lecture). Mann (2000) a note
que la conscience morphémique est fondamentalement basée sur la conscience des syllabes et
la CP. Par conséquent, la relation bi-directionnelle entre la phonologie et la morphologie
favorise le développement de la lecture.

La deuxiéme conclusion principale de notre étude est que la conscience
morphologique est significativement corrélée a la lecture des mots et des pseudo-mots,
indiquant son role clé dans le développement de la lecture chez I’enfant. De nombreuses
études ont aussi montré que la conscience morphologique explique la variance des scores dans
les taches de lecture de mots (Deacon & Kirby, 2004). Carlisle (2000) a démontré que pour
les éléves de 3°™ et de 5°™ années, il existe une association significatif entre la conscience de



Les facteurs métalinguistiques et visuo-attentionnels prédictifs.... 288 Page

la structure et la capacité a reconnaitre des mots morphologiquement complexes. La force de
I'association entre la conscience morphologique et la lecture est manifestée par la capacité de
I'enfant a analyser des mots complexes, a identifier la structure de base d'un mot et a y séparer
les affixes. Ceci permet a I’enfant d’identifier les mots en se référant au lexique mentale, ce
qui peut contribuer a élargir son vocabulaire et sa capacité de lecture (Carlisle, 2000).

Des études antérieures (Abu-Rabia, 2003) ont montré que la morphologie, a travers les
taches d'identification et de production, était le prédicteur le plus puissant de la précision de
lecture chez les lecteurs dyslexiques et non-dyslexiques scolarisés en 3°™ jusqu’a 9°™ années.
Les differences les plus significatives entre les enfants dyslexiques et les normo-lecteurs,
appariés en age chronologique et en niveau de lecture, ont été observées au niveau des taches
morphologiques (Abu-Rabia et al., 2003). Ces résultats soutiennent I’idée que les lecteurs
arabophones s'appuient sur l'identification des racines des mots en tant que entités
morphologiques clés pour I'acces lexical en lecture.

Plus récemment, Abu Ahmad, Ibrahim et Share (2013) ont constaté que la CM est un
facteur supplémentaire important dans la reconnaissance précoce des mots voyellisés. Ce
résultat souligne la relation entre la CM et le développement de la lecture dans différentes
langues. Schiff et Saiegh-Haddad (2018) ont examiné les la performance en CP et en CM
ainsi que la lecture de mots chez les enfants arabophones, en comparant 1’exécution de ces
taches en deux versions, arabe vernaculaire et standard. Les résultats ont montré un écart
significatif entre la 2°™ et la 4°™ années scolaire dans la CP et la CM, mais cette différence a
disparait entre les niveaux scolaires plus avancés, a savoir de la 6 *™ a la 8 °™ années, pour les
taches CP et CM. Dans I'ensemble, les données empiriques de ces études indiquent selon les
auteurs l'importance de la CM pour la lecture en arabe.

Nos résultats ont ¢galement montré que I'attention visuelle était corrélée d’une fagon
significative a CM et a la lecture. Il semble que la racine du morpheme-racine des mots soit
au centre du processus de ’attention visuelle pendant la lecture, car la racine est I’'unité de
base porteuse du sens du mot. Ainsi, I’AV permet aux lecteurs d'analyser la structure interne
des mots et de les décodé adéquatement. Diverses études sur l'attention visuelle chez les
enfants suggerent que les enfants atteints de dyslexie développementale ont une vitesse de
traitement d'information plus lente lors de I’exécution des taches de barrage (Hawelka et
Wimmer, 2005). Hari et Renvall (2001) expliquent ces caractéristiques par la Théorie du
Déplacement Attentionnel Ralenti, qui suggere que le traitement d'une séquence de stimuli
est ralentie par une capture attentionnelle lente et un temps de réaction étalé. Facoetti et ses
collaborateurs (2000) ont montré que les troubles visuels, souvent associés a la dyslexie,
pourraient étre déterminés par un déficit d'attention spatiale, c'est-a-dire un déficit des
mécanismes qui perturbe le traitement des informations (déficit de concentration
attentionnelle). Ces données empiriques suggerent une implication cruciale de I'attention
visuo-spatiale dans la dyslexie ou le déficit peut étre attribué a un traitement défectueux de
I'information visuelle (Facoetti, Turatto, Lorusso, Mascetti, 2001).

En guise de conclusion, les données de la présente étude montre bien le rdle respectif
des facteurs métalinguistiques, la conscience phonologique et la conscience morphologique,
et de I’attention visuelle dans la performance en lecture de mots et de pseudo-mots. Ce role
est lié a la fois de la nature de la tache de reconnaissance des mots, universellement reconnu,
et aussi aux caractéristiques orthographiques de la langue arabe.
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