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Abstact :

The exploration of the Arab poetic legacy imposes the discussion of Muslim philosophers’
attempts at nativization of this legacy. Philosophers who were affected by Greek
philosophy have contributed very clearly in shaping the essential pillars of poetic notions.
In his book: On the Art of Poetry, Aristotle states that poetry is a simulation, and the latter
paved the path for objective poetry, and therefore, these philosophers’ discussion about
poetry, outlines the notions for poetry, its nature, its function and the tools to convey it,
despite the differences in their publications. These notions form a complete pattern where
every part follows the next one, and the philosophers’ view of the poetic language,
determines their view of the function and nature of poetry.

This study aims at exploring one side of our critical legacy, to study the views and
imaginations of ancient Muslim philosophers about poetry. It also aims at revealing the
difference of the Islamic theory, through the discussion of the literature phenomenon and
the rules that guide it and determines its ways and goals.

How can we describe the poetic theory among Muslim philosophers? Was it an
updated copy of the Aristotelian theory, or did it contain “personal” ideas that express the
properties of the Islamic poetic and critical legacy?

Key words:

Muslim philosophers; the notion of poetry; Poetry goals; simulation; imagination;

poetry and change; lies of poetic statements.
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