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Abstract

This paper tries to deal with a specific subject that has not attracted
enough attention within the academic research in Algeria. The introduction of
the concept of civil society to analyze the social and political changes since
independence can be regarded as an endeavour that would lead to a better
understanding of those changes from different perspectives.

The focus will be put on the following points; description of the main
characteristics of the different eras of Algeria civil society formation, and
analyze the duality of this society (formal and informal) regarding its
structural, representative and functional sides.

Among the main findings of the study: the failure of the ruling elite, the
official political culture, the ideological choices and both the administrative as

well as the legal system to produce an efficient and effective civil society in
Algeria.
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