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Abstract

Noting the absence of academic works explaining how Arkoun's work entitled
"Applied islamology, Science of Islam, or Critique of Islamic Reason" can constitute a solid
theoretical project aimed at studying Islam both as a corpus, hadith, and religious practice,
we propose to examine to what extent Arkoun's critique of Islamic reason can constitute a
cognitive strategy capable of taking it out of its dogmatic enclosures in order to open up new
horizons for it. We will try to clarify the project in question by trying to make its content
more explicit.

First, by refining the definition of the project in question, based on Roger Bastide's
model of applied anthropology and Gaston Bachelard's rationalism. Secondly, by making
explicit the objectives of this approach, and finally by elaborating a more explicit idea of
Arkounian thought. Some useful recommendations are then made to his potential readers.
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