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Abstract

Polysemy, in contrast to monosemy (a word having one meaning), can be defined as a
linguistic unit changing its meaning following context. Ancient Arab linguists studied this
phenomenon in the Holy Qur’an and called it “Al-Ishtirak Allafdhi” or “Al-Mushtarak
Allafdhi”. In Arabic, polysemy may be prepositional, verbal or nominal. This paper will
discuss the various meanings of two words “Umma” and “Dean” as used in Qur’an and show
how they can be translated Into English.
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"Of the People of Moses there is a section who guide and do justice in the light of

truth s

" And among the people of Moses there is a nation who guide to justice, and with it they
) .Mz
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away, is proved against them ,for they are utterly lost ."

"...And the" word " which passed true on the previous nations of the jinns and mankind
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1S proved true agalnst them and they are the losers .
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"Abraham was indeed a model, devoutly obedient to Allah,( and) true in faith ,and he

joined not gods with Allah. nte
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"But the man who had been released ,one of the two (who had been in prision ),and
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who now remembered him after (so long) a space of time...
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"There is not an animal (that lives) on the earth, nor a being that flies on its wings, but

o1 121
(forms part of) communities like you...
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There is not any creature on the earth nor a bird ﬂymg with its two wings, but they are
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nations the same as you are...
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"Nay! They say: « We found our fathers following a certain religion, and we do guide
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ourselves by their footsteps»

"Nay, They say: «We found our fathers following a certain religion, and we are

following their footsteps» ."24
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"And verily this nation of yours s a single nation and I am your Lord and Cherisher:

125

Therefore fear Me (and on other).

26
" And this, your religion, is but one religion and I am your Lord; therefore fear Me !
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"And be not like a woman who breaks into untwisted strands the yarn which she has?

spun, after it has become strong. Using your oaths to deceive one another, lets one party

27
should be more numerous than another: oo

"And do not be like the woman who separated the threads, which she has firmly spun,

into bits; thus you take your oaths to deceive one another, because one nation might be

1" 28
more numerous than the other...
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" And when he arrived at the watering (place) in Madyan ,he found there a group of

men watering (their flocks), and besides them he found two women who were keeping

back (their flocks). ..." %
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"And when he came to the water of Madian, he found there a band of men watering
(their flocks) and he found apart from them two women keeping back (their sheep). T
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(And when he arrived at Madyan’s water, he found there too many people providing

their cattle with water, and, far from them, he found two women keeping back their

cattle...)
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"Do they seek for other than the Religion of Allah? while all creatures in the heavens

and on earth have, wiﬂing or unwﬂling, bowed to His will (accepted Islam).And to Him

shall they all be brought back. "3

"Do they want a religion other than that of Aﬂah’s? To him submitted all that is in the

heavens and on earth, willingly or unwiﬂingly, and to Him they shall all be brought
back .
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"1f any one desires a religion rather than Islam (submission to Allah) never will it be

accepted of him; and in the Hereafter he will be in the ranks of those who have lost ."41

"Anybody who adopts a religion other than Islam, it will not be accepted from him,

and in the Hereafter he will be one of the losers e
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"He is who hath sent His Messenger with Guidance and the Religion of Truth, to cause

it to prevail over all religion, even though the Pagans may detest (it). "

"It is He Who has sent forth His Messenger (Muhammad! peace be upon him) with

Guidance and with the Religion of Truth to make it prevail over all religions, even

though the idolaters may dislike g
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" And verily judgement and justice will surely come to pass S

" And the judgement will, certainly, come to pass .”
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"On that Day Allah will pay them back (all)their just dues...

17 50

"On that day Allah will repay them the punishment that is due for them...
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” (44 . . . . » ” 2
Say: verlly, [ am commanded to serve Allah with sincere devotion”. >

”Say (Oh Muhammad! peace be upon him) :“ I am commanded to worship Allah

» I 53

making the religion pure for Him (only)” .
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"The woman and the man guilty of fornication ,ﬂog each of them with a hundred

. . . . . . " 56
strlpes: let not compassion move you 1in their case, 1n a matter prescnbed by Allah... >

"The adulteress and the adulterer, lash each one of them a hundred stripes. And do not

17 57

let pity for the twain prevent you from obeying Allah...
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" Pharaoh said: “leave me to slay Moses; and let him call on his Lord! What I fear is lest

he should change your religion, or lest he should cause mischief to appear in the land ."
59

" Pharaoh said: “leave me to kill Moses, and let him call his Lord, I fear lest he change

. . . . . 17 6
your religion, or lest he may cause mischief to spread in the land . °
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For you 1s your( own) rehg1on and for me is my own rehglon !
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3. Jean Dubois and others, Dictionnaire de Linguistique et des Sciences du Langage,

(Paris: Larousse-Bordas, 1999 ), p.369.
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