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Title: The Portrayal of commoners in the Literature of Islamic Heritage 
and the Contemporary Humanistic Discourse 

Review and Criticism 

Abstract 

of a political authority, and who are also subordinate to a scientific authority in terms of 
deducting provisions from the Islamic Law (Sharia), then the disparity between the elite 
and the commoner becomes normal considering the diversity of functions, without any 
arrogance or contempt for the common people. However, different political and 
jurisprudential sources from our heritage have portrayed the commoner with a degree of 
contempt. On the other hand, we find the Holly Quran praising the concept of honoring 
all human beings, regardless their positions and status. Hence, it addresses their reason, 
intellect and conscience and holds them fully responsible for their actions. 

Today, with the rise of the cotemporary discourse of human values, which is 
centered on the human being as a source of values, it excludes religious values and 
therefore calls for the exclusion of the scientific heritage of Muslims, basing its argument 
on some ideas or practices that may indicate public contempt. Thus, according to this 
discourse, any following of the scholars is considered plundering of individual freedoms, 
and it is a violation of the right to understand and practice religion.  

This threefold rapprochement between: the portrayal of commoners in Quran and 
Sunnah (traditions of the prophet), their portrayal in some heritage literature, and the 
contents of contemporary humanistic discourse, imposes the necessity of determining the 
concept of human values, and the creedal dimension  to control them (human values) 
before discussing the arguments of this speech, and all the claims adopted by its pioneers; 
starting with the claim to the necessity of being regularized under the contemporary 
human values and renounce legacies that contradict it, based on the fact that man himself 
is the center of values, to the claim of the necessity to innovate through liberation from 
religious values, to the necessity of involving the commoners in expressing their religious 
opinions, and any call for the commoners to follow the scholars is nothing but a 
dedication to a religious authority that strips people of their freedom. 
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The discussion of these claims requires, in addition to defining concepts, a set of 
fundamentalist contents on which it is based, mainly the origin of the consensus and the 
rules of imitation.  This is what I have put under discussion through the different detailed 
components of this research. 
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