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SUMMARY
This study aims at knowing one of the most eminent critics
that the world has even known — Roland Barthes, through his
book S/Z, which exceptionally impressed literature critics.
In this book, Barthes decoded a short classical story by the
French writer Balzac, entitled “SARRASINE”. This latter
includes about 20 pages, but R. Barthes analyzed and
interpreted it in 200 pages, taking into account Balzac’s
sentences and their deep meaning.
Barthes divided his book — S/Z — into 561 reading units and
explained them on the basic of five important codes that he had

deduced from Balzac’s story:
1- Hermeneutic code (the voice of truth).
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2- Cultural or referential code (the voice of science [or
knowledge]).

3- Proairetic code (the voice of empirics).

4- Connotative [or Semic] code (the voice of the person).

5- Symbolic code (voice of the symbol).

Barthes had chosen The story “SARRASINE” for its shortness
first, and for its content multicity of meaning as well ; in fact, the
writer believed and called for the diversity of meaning, in that
the story had given rise to the multi-semantically expressed
ideas, thing that Barthes believed in and had been looking for.

Barth found in “SARRASINE” more than a meaning: he read
it, analyzed it, decoded and enjoyed it as well.

Key words : SARRASINE, the five codes, text, S/Z
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