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Abstract:

Types of ‘deforming tendencies’ in the translation of children’s books according to the theories of
Antoine Berman

— a comparative study of selected examples of children’s stories translated from Swedish into Arabic
Dr.Nejood Al-Rubaye, Dalarna University/ Sweden
arn@du.se

This article studies four children’s stories by the writer Gunilla Wolde that have been translated from
Swedish into Arabic. The analysis is based on a comparison between the original text and the
translated text according to the principles of translation coined by Antoine Berman. The French
philosopher and theoretician of translation counts as one of the supporters of literal translation, the
attention to the original text and the faithfulness to it. Berman rejects the ethnocentric way which
makes the translator bring the text into his culture and language and counts that as a type of distortion
of the text and he connects that with the ethical aspects of translation and the honesty expected of it.
Berman named these type of changes ‘deforming tendencies’ and accounted for 13 different
tendencies. This article aims at searching for the presence of these deforming tendencies in short texts
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written for children. The results show that parts of the selected samples contain literal translations but
there are several examples of deforming tendencies. The deforming tendencies have been classified
according to four of the tendencies mentioned by Berman: rationalization, clarification, expansion and
ennoblement.

Keywords: Berman; Literal translation; ethnocentrism: distortion; rationalization.
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