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Abstract:

The captives who lived in Algeria during the Ottoman era left many memoirs which today
represent extremely important sources for writing the history of modern Algeria. Due to the
condition of being captives and the accompanying psychological circumstances, the
impressions recorded by these captives were not merely a historical record of the events they
witnessed. Rather, they were an expression of judgments that these prisoners launched against
the state and the people they considered to be the cause of their suffering and separation from
their families and their pains. This study aims to examine these images that European and
American captives recorded about Algerians as Muslims. These captives believed that Islam
was the religion that dictated Algerians' behavior, controlled their way of life, and their
perspective on things. By adopting a Imagology approach, we will uncover the difference
between what is historical in these images and what is simply a continuation of the stereotypical
image that European Christians have carried about Islam and Muslims since the Middle Ages,
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especially since the violent encounters of the Crusades, where this image remained entrenched
in the Christian imagination about Islam.
Key words: The captives; Ottoman era; Imagology; John Foss; Gerit Metzon.
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