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The scientific situation in Algeria during the Ottoman period
(18th and 19th centuries), through the journey of Abi “Ras
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Abstract:

This article deals with the scientific situation in the Ottoman’s
Algeria in genaral, and especially during the period of Abu Ras El-
Maaskari. Exactely about the midle of the 12th hijri century /the 18th
centuryAD (1150 h — 1757 ad) and the first half of the 13th hijri
century/the 19th centuryAD (1238 h — 1824 ad). That period knew the
domination of the islamic sciences such as figeh, Ussul, Hadith and
Sufi sciences, and some litterature sciences especially grammar, prose
and poetry.

The scientific centres were -just- mosques and zawaya and domes, in
addition to several scientists in Algeria in that period, such as the
author of the studied journey in this article: Abu Ras El-Maaskari,
who wrote in many fields and sciences.

The specifity of science in that age is tradition and simulation and
memorizing. That’s why its too rare to find an innovator. Almost of
the scientific productions in that period was rewritings of the previous
ones, by footnotes or comments. It was the age of the scientific inertia,
although the big number of scientists and books.

Keywords:

Algeria, Ottoman period, scientific situation, journey books, Abu Ras
El-Maaskari.
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