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Abstract:

The changing nature of conflicts and wars in the current period poses many challenges

to the applicability of international humanitarian law to state and non-state actors in
today's conflicts.

The new characteristics of conflicts and wars have brought to the fore new
issues, such as: the ambiguity in the distinction between violent conflict, the changing
nature of the parties involved in conflicts, the challenges of asymmetric warfare, the
challenges of negative reciprocity, and the ability to deal with all parties to the conflict.
These issues go to the heart of the purpose of international humanitarian law. The often
ineffective nature of the international system, is driving formal changes to International
Humanitary Law to reflect the reality of situations in a more flexible way.

Keywords: International Humanitary Law; Implementation of IHL; Changing
conflicts; Non-state Actors; The Future of IHL.
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