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Historical imagination: or the third way between the novel and history A reading of the
novel "The Petersburg Manuscript™ by the Syrian-Kurdish novelist Jan Dost
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Abstract:

This study attempts to reveal the manifestations of fictional imagination in the novel "The
Petersburg Manuscript”, a novel that revolves around the end of the nineteenth century,
specifically about the reasons for writing a manuscript written by a Kurdish scholar named
(Mullah Mahmoud al-Bayzidi) at the request of the Russian Consul (Auguste Gabba), Then
focus on their relationship. We will try to answer the following question: What is the
imaginary dimension in this novel? And what did he add to history? Especially since its
characters and events are historical and real. The novel will open up on many issues,
including: the relationship of knowledge to power, the relationship of the East to the struggle
of empires over areas of influence, and the role of Orientalism in this conflict.
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