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Abstract:

The media has great importance as a means of promoting democratic societies, as well as a criterion of the
level of freedom of opinion and expression. The matter that requires states to allow the freedom of the media
to deal with public affairs, among which is the expansion of the reasons for permissibility and justification in
media crimes and publishing issues. One of these restrictions is taking reasons of permissibility in
consideration when we deal with media and publication crimes. A journalist and ordinary citizen cannot be
judged equally in terms of criminal liability in libel and slander crimes. This is due to the fact that the aim of
a journalist is to achieve the public interest and inform his society.

Despite this importance, various criminal and media legislations tend to deal cautiously with the principle
of reasons of permissibility in libel and slander crimes in particular. The reason is the difficulty to reconcile
two fundamental rights and two important values. These values are the public interest and the individual
interest in protecting its honor and reputation. It is hard to balance between these two types of interests,
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especially when we have to ignore one in the favour of the other. This is the essence of legislating reasons of
permissibility based on the use of the right without the abuse of rights.

According to what we said earlier, the aim of this paper is to identify the reasons of permissibility in
media crimes in Algerian legislation compared with French and Egyptian laws. It will shed light on the most
important reasons for the excluding of criminal responsibility in media crimes, which are the right in media,
publishing news, the right to criticize, and the right to criticize a public servant And people who hold a
power position. The paper will conclude with the most important conclusions and some useful
recommendations and to what extent has the Algerian legislator succeeded in perpetuating the reasons for
permissibility in media crimes
Keywords: Freedom of opinion and expression - Media crimes — Reasons of Permissibility - press
criticism.
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