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The literary tools in writing of the Prophet's biography to orientalists (Book:
Muhammad in Mecca, by William Montgomery Watt as a model)
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Abstract:

Orientalists were interested in writing the Biography of the Prophet. if their references
and goals differ, they took writing in this biography as a way to achieve their goals. One
among them was British orientalist (William Montgomery Watt) who wrote two books about
prophetic biography namely (Muhammad at Mecca) and (Muhammad at Medina), we will
focus on the first book in which he spoke about the important historic events in the life of
Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, and we will start from the following problematic:
What were the literary tools that he used to present the prophetic biography? And what is the
reference did he rely on in this presentation?

We concluded that Montgomery adopted a set of literary tools such as hisskeptic style,
his questions and his use of argument of sophistryas a means to induce the reader and
propagatehis suspicions.
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