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Abstract

Al- Faruqi is one of the
leading contemporary
Islamic figures in the field of
the history of religions,
comparative religions and
philosophy of religion. He
was interested in the
phenomenology of religion,
but he did limit himself to
adopting and implementing
that approach. He was also
interested in studying the
approach itself, presenting it,
and scientifically criticizing
it.

He was not satisfied with
the approach of  the
phenomenology of religion
and religious experience,
particularly with regard to
its principles of the “Epoche”
and “understanding”.

He felt that the religious
phenomenon is a living the
phenomenon that needs
another methodological step
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which complements the phenomenological approach. Therefore, he proposed a
"meta religion" as a more objective approach to the study of religions.

This paper aims to address this problem. It tries to analyze what Al-
Faruqi accomplished in the study of religion, by his move from the
phenomenology of religion to the meta religion, to establish a critical world

theology.

Key Words: Phenomenology of Religion, Meta Religion, Al-Faruqi, Methodology,

Critic, Study of religions
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WORLDVIEW”, Keynote address delivered at the International
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1. Ismail Raji al Farugqi, “Towards a Critical World Theology", in Towards
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3. Ibid, p.414.
4. Ibid, p.414-415.
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