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Abstract
Apostasy and Freedom of belief in Judaism

This article discusses apostasy and freedom of belief in Judaism,
especially mass apostasy in different periods of their history. The article
analyzes the criteria for declaring someone as apostate and the
requirements and procedures of repentance and return to Judaism.
Reference is made to few cases from the Israeli High Court about
repentance and return to Israel. The article also elaborates various Jewish
views on the punishment on apostasy. The article concludes with examples
on the effects of apostasy on Israeli Family Law.
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1. Jacob Neusner and others, The Encyclopedia of Judaism, Koninklijke
Brill NV, Leidon, The Netherlands, 2000, Vol. 1, p.368.
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2. Lindsay Jones (ed. in chief), Encyclopedia of Religion, 2nd ed., New
York: Macmillan Reference USA/ Thomson Gale, 2005, vol. 1, p.431.

3. Isidore Singer (ed.), The Jewish Encyclopedia, New York/ London:
Funk andWadnalls Company, 1905, Vol. 2, p.13.
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6. Lindsay Jones (ed. in chief), Encyclopedia of Religion, op.cit, vol. 7,
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2. Jacob Neusner and others,The Encyclopedia of Judaism,
op.cit,pp.367-368.
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2. Ibid., p.367.

Jerusalem ) ey djgnr Gy "0 of (3500 U " (529 sesli 250l U Jlae .3
taY @ e pge JEM L2007 sz 11 e (Post
http://wwg;w.jpost.com/Jewish-World/Jewish-Features/Ask-the-Rabbi-Am-I-
-2015/8/12 :ps piadl ¢ Jewish-or-not

4. Philip Neal, Judaism-Revelation of Moses or Religion of Men?,
California: York Publishing Company, 2010, p.185.

ol Joual 2IS 4dlayl aslall 5olall we 4 Aasls

Created using

easyPDF Printer


http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP

2017 Olgm> — 42 dae 289 Sleall Uxa

Mg wngs Baing o B ) B3sed) e iz ) g~

G oW oY s8ly Com (il Yl bwgn re ) oY)
ey ddged) Y1 U] Lesie by Sy aseidl anzy e al) alle
2 A S35 18 pay ) LGN any Aiky 4,

o W) as La> &l (Gerald Blidstein) cpliiady Ui sus
A dlee @ J Y o) o Je Ledl jgaall 3 el wlls”
P& ot lo e s ) 3y ¢ G gl O) o el
Gby Ve V] ol G5 iy Yy e WUT i b Cn ol pie o o3
oo o dam Ul sy sy A SN Boggdl Wy OF LS cissed) Slaid)
Jelas M (o356l OB (s ghazy Log A o3l Ll fslos (3 LT L anl )
.3¢>\}¢\ o oA Ll adelas e ainles fE Y Co OLEY alalas

I oLENT Ol (e LANST o LeasT il e L 5Ye al W
S s A~ I8 am— fo V) R 2 Wy e OF o)
Al Sapall )3 13 gl Blisl ol Ul 22 Yy ase pb o 8 La
Ll oslis)l o ot ) Jo oggdl angs Lind WM (35edl OF ) J2m 59
ot wsin g by LV aliles Oglaly (BB 3 dm Ity p U1 6sYf
Jad 33l 8 e 2y ol e o Gl ) (e oled) 0 o
4 wild Qo asl W) BB (i egdl Al > & FICAPN (olp M Lase
Vol oY1 53y dn wsVgy A O e Gy camal By ansse @ 820 ol Sy

43-‘-’\&1-’ 3))«4’ \-Pj-@-e jw

1. Lindsay Jones (ed. in chief), Encyclopedia of Religion, op.cit., vol. 7,
p.4860.

2. Ibid,vol. 7, p.4860.

3. Jacob Neusner and others,The Encyclopedia of Judaism, op.cit,p.369.

Jerusalem ) covs: djgnr dioea "V ol (e3500 UT 8" (6397 sasle o204 U Jlie 4
1Y @Bkl e g JU 2007 jeies 11 )l (Post

ol Joual 2IS 4dlayl aslall 5olall we 4 Aasls

Created using

easyPDF Printer


http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP

2017 Olgm> — 42 dae 290 Sleall Uxa

i @ ol (Bl slasVL (eoed) e oy oS5 3w (sl Mg
Ayl 05 01 09> adged) Blael (35l Ll (sl & B U] e
S S sl ) selosl L5 63 OB Wl 30 o0 250
) sl e ) Je 50 plas Jee LN Gl Sl udg
aégll) 59q U3 alal oy sggdl L 8358l sl & (g1 OLsT ) odo 1yaled
3 @i (Shabbetai Zevi) i-s @bt bl ) wehol amp il
2058 A oYl ade (K& Uy bzl Aol e sl ely asled)
By sl ey we sl b e il Blie el plel —ade 2l
Maisy (o)l o i oY Bl OIS Y wlzsl OF aslsl o 09y dizel
Sy ity Ayl W e Sans (gl me ogd o R AN S
ssll s Ny | 03 mislsh oMYtk oS 3 S sse eadpl
Apdgedly Akl gl gaasa) 1l Bnsedl deled) e Absll s
28 Ogpim wm3Vsl OV ssedl aelodl ) sl @ EVsle coad
S mlo Lgy o iz oF @Bl or e OB UL g Pt
Cnabendly o b lusla O L tisladl ol e Wbl Joy Eo i)
529 Wl sl ey aB Sad) Wt Wl calls agusse A5 o~
dela alnall delay 35 LIS L)) (3 ST cansn lily ezl s LoVl
.3"2\.¢JL>- Ldeg
B3gm 5y @o9ed) petl OF A2 Al sse e e L OV ey

http://www.jpost.com/Jewish-World/Jewish-Features/Ask-the-Rabbi-Am-I-Jewish-
-2015/8/12 :ps: mieadll & .or-not

5 138l 25k pdly deligll B3sgdl Sl (B Alys dbsdl WY (gpnd) Ol e 1
.101-100_> (52001 /21422 (3,21

103 o canis g b il Slagll e 2

Samly Slahll (reips) 1h Blidr 30y WS (B Aedglll 35 Al (g e 3
44-42 2 (p2003 dslaz=Yly 5Ly

ol Joual 2IS 4dlayl aslall 5olall we 4 Aasls

Created using

easyPDF Printer


http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP

2017 Olgm> — 42 dae 291 Sleall Uxa

el By gl & LY Abal) adladd ST Zad) e el 0l 356
el el ¢ padly 350

s o) e a5l des 3 salb UL Gl a4 LS
& Sl dgedl Bl OVl oy 3 2 apdl i ) bl
DU e el DL s Wl O Gl Capadl s3sed) i
oo P aoser oY Wy o 20 OF — e ) O By 3> el sna
B VKl LS e S o Y1 S ) Gl 5y 332
pdag— S5 3l G L) ga Ly padl Ving Fissed bl U s
ol or agdse 57 52 Lase Sl B 3 S e — Y ) e
o S o S et Bse pp 35l el 8 i OB ey Rose
Plsges dn Y dser 2 oy 3ssr O r gl B O o 3 Plosgy e

o DS e Oy s Opialy BB OpdloYl g U
Base 8 ply @ase O e 3gll) ikl O 21892 ple ~SoY) sl
Usser g 20L3 0 Bgedl G ile AL OL) U0l gl Lssg 0SS
Leos &) dosed) Bl ek Bl b oy candy bl o Ll
TS50

PRV RV W T PN I T PR S CI W I AN
Daniel &), JWls) o o5 #1962 ple ali WY Ll 2SS )

1. Lindsay Jones (ed. in chief), Encyclopedia of Religion, op.cit, vol. 7,
p.4860.

217 e (P o & 143 94! s Ledl s Ols 2
3. Philip Neal, Judaism— Revelation of Moses or Religion of Men?,
op.cit,p.184-185.

Bl Sgstd! 88 o el Slagll e 4
5. Philip Neal, op.cit,p.184-185.

6 Lindsay Jones (ed. in chief), Encyclopedia of Religion, op.cit, vol. 7,
p.4859.

.219-218 c@l—bu B3 cig),.@.,‘]\cc\;é Aol A O 7

ol Joual 2IS 4dlayl aslall 5olall we 4 Aasls

Created using

easyPDF Printer


http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP

2017 Olgm> — 42 dae 292 Sleall Uxa

3by B3ged) ikl e gt S\ Filiyl moly 2300l el (Rufeisen
348 gl a1 dpidl ] dL el e g )l Taasall 05"
- O amst adb a8V S cumby 55,5l 5.50e Ll > 33le
ol oLl ol ciissadl pb s At ) J3E 4y b (o5 patd Bk
25 3seld Brta sl Blole 3 dy g Bl SRl WG ) slsy)
.1@&5\

Henya ) Sdsy Lin Lol hose dlal aad Laf alsed) g
o 21975 ple cmai & (el & mdse ol oo s (Zebedovsky
A ASIIE e 35 i BT W]y SIS s o)
Gkt Y1 Bk e Ll b 21985 ple 3y (LW ] 3 dey Ol
C3 Ol dnrg s sl iedd Sl BT didas (5201 R
33l 0P Wb Lgreior B3laza s ll 35 4] Moy condiiy Loomy o
O gy o (ST o (a8 BBl o 2 e Al sy Bl Sy
deorll gegazt BT aaSA Cadge OIS (L)l 21 1) (650iy 3TN ool
slasd onle BT s OF ey (ol Bls Jl o8 ool 18 055
Zsssel sl

A29gd) Ana pId) 2 5a,Y Aagde (EILY cullal)
L) s of (Jacob Neusner) jws sin 356l EU) ST
Ly ) me (354d) B0ay slass Wb by 3501 Bighe OF ) pis @)l aal) 3
Jasd) SULS L 2y 2 W) dgaall b Lede i &l gns tiadl py (3 olik

221-219 o (e @-}\ cCL:é Aot b O L1

(Jerusalem Post) s fgper 2o 3 j5iin 390 saskd S256d) U L o YE 2
Y B e pen JUL L2007 pene 11 by
http://www.jpost.com/Jewish-World/Jewish-Features/Ask-the-Rabbi-Am-I-Jewish-
.2015/8/12 o cé.,a_:J\ ¢ .or-not

ol Joual 2IS 4dlayl aslall 5olall we 4 Aasls

Created using

easyPDF Printer


http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP

2017 Olgm> — 42 dae 293 Sleall Uxa

Lo dslons) dpgie aib by 351 dsie Jam J) bf W1 Cpdd) aally Lo
o o g et Wl dasls dgde 0SS el By e e il
i Ao b OG (3 (6354 ?;».1umg\@@\ O WS el 83
1 - . . " g
C AT S et Wsnie (S ¥ aib bl of 851 gue
dgns do Y ) ey 8500 Lgiay glan Lo ssaddl) O o L) o gl
\.A)j\-i P9 cLﬂs)'j\;; s;;\,w’;’d 8= N \zj.b- Aj,«.u\ C..al Eo c.lajfi«l\ el
o el Slo2 0% o cCadamdly ASI G Osad B L RsA max
Pl SMA ST ey aleY) Biad gt ol 05
53l (Cidomd) e YU Lede Lol ) LA e Teliadl” (3 59 34
RPN W I CETCI BTGP
& sl 0L 53l sty ) a2l dgal) o geai b ST

F

sl ol Jory S ) elladd o) el a3 ey (3 3g 1) il i
ol W domey (ol BAT dimyy Loy congs ol b))l 5 3 5 Ynis
sy Syt ogl 4 s s et d o IS o adl) f sl
B el 3 S S ek 6 AT S W) 13 1 sy
Sl St ) el ) el 3 ells Jab gl STL el o ) el
KB Y i gl B sees B 5 pdals o3 e o5t 5 Bkl aily
ol cmdd) i ol @ b Yol e 0555 55620 el L dly als o e
Felly e I s
Sl o slban gl Shie | e e O L Bl i & el
B gz O Iy Sllany o o S AT 08 Y L S

1. Jacob Neusner and others, The Encyclopedia of Judaism, op.cit,
p.368.

2. Ibid, p.369.

3. Ibid, p.372.

(7-2:17) &l o 4

ol Joual 2IS 4dlayl aslall 5olall we 4 Aasls

Created using

easyPDF Printer


http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP

2017 Olgm> — 42 dae 294 Sleall Uxa

Y3 M ey iy caamdy i |l BT dmiy s
A2l W O L pad (o 3 o) 3 b 25 0Ty s
Loy ) Ll S fed i) as Ltls e L L S L dy i
S Y A U 05K L) Ol LS Ll 85 Bl UL 3,4y Ll
ey

ol o Dl g caa ale 08 ad] el " il i 3 by
21Nl o OIS S5 caslokl JS eag S i )

Iy 4z (3 9] cpll) wagh ol SN g O @801 0T AN S5 6y
J6 2 ol 33l 53, o b gy Lo 1S5 Linmy pgiany iy O Jomad
3&‘”’”@75\4@;&0’&(%4 ‘s‘fd\su% rdls
A KT S cemy e 2 55 5 Ko B ey g
a2t A

Al JB L e @:;\ o= JA Ll ‘u}& eSS (g ald) Ll
S8l a0 S b 385 Sl 38 J usll o S35 oa % 3G )
Jo Pgad x N o ad Bl dok ak cls o 2 &
Vool s ¥ iU Of Sl aUT (3 B 0B (B! e 3 (sl
Vs ol Vs coslSTy ¥ O el g ol e OF $By Ll ¥y (o
61

4

ol Y Je5 OF 3L (3 &l ) 1 JB GVl cogmly

(16-12 :13) &) i .1

(16-15 :24) o i .2

[21420 Wlo ) fge 1gpy S anl 32 OTAN Jogb B OLl qolr (gl : i) .3
732 <2z (:2000

544N G by 4

97 V) b 35 .5

3632 (187 LT A Jygb B Ol palr (sl .6

ol Joual 2IS 4dlayl aslall 5olall we 4 Aasls

Created using

easyPDF Printer


http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP

2017 Olgm> — 42 dae 295 Sleall Uxa

By oy gl ool el (i 055 6 B3 dpgie OF e U el
o) e il 0585

WA s i 3l s Y sl ] s Sl e cadyy
se 0855 OV Wpe 093 e & el et G Dpesn p pose iy
S5 e coladl n T (g dsed) Al ) B gally sl g pdllas Gl
) Osallang (Sl Iase @Bapin Isals b dsed) oo o)y il gt OF
el o U b slisTy clf O t0sese p owse s ey
S ol s (254 il oo Ogens 3200 Wy sy DU 3 1l
Uit Yy alnd 8 Vogor 0550 Vg laal) (S0 (3 05 545 o> & sy
S 3 i 6 iy Seed sl s ol WY e ) ams il
wEolel e 35l foms OF il o LUl Lagelis (3 gLl oY ¢ laall
@l ol OF o2 Y6 Gl agm (] daled) BLogll vy il b oo
Vs ] e
O | W93 2 Apadmidt JigaM 59318 153,01 HBT ani cdialf

Lo 3 g0

ihsdly 19

o5 sl At I O e OF Y deasedd) QI W) 0956 (3 sl
Lads of ol Bhs cuabll asl o guel 13 @ssedly (35l (o adadd
.2J5-T

b @ el Ladlly pll g 1Ll i)l dal by s B (o396l
O 1B (il aea bps Cndlly ) OF sl AT 0 19-18-17

.31&46\,«5‘ ul;f Qgope p (9 -1
s dsgdly Gyladly ppebeel] dnasiddl JIgmY1 a1 2 0 wiis @ a2 LS 2
1240 7 o b cgl.{a.fd! slgV esd e &)lhs dgds 459

ol Joual 2IS 4dlayl aslall 5olall we 4 Aasls

Created using

easyPDF Printer


http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP

2017 Olgm> — 42 dae 296 Sleall Uxa

O ey g i) 592 S5 5T Condo pn ol =31 s 18 n SV s
L) 130y Ly Blael Coadll of pall el & LT LeusT OIS ) o iy
) 3] SISy il Fo Basel Bnpdl Lol 8y Sl m95 £ )]
OSe iRl OB mssedl Al Gosle 3y el cogp ¢ Rl

Moo

o Sl aged gy ol RS asedl gy LAY Op 1 e s
79 Vs Sl osed gy st Y oDy LA e 396 U g
YV oaisly hle LSS Ais o2 #loll M 20 O masrl 130 cissel 54l
o osdsll Ll s JeeS slasm W i e g M Ve ey LI Ol
.Z'Uﬁ;s S Lie

Bsedl ol (ased) oy o G | ased) il O am G Uy
334 i merd nb gl 5 e AW YR ety ol 3
dende (3 it o0 Cade Bl oy 32 by Lol Coadl) s jaels S
Phasel) 3 Olade Loy ¢ AL RILE 15 o
Sl dorg ) gl

oyl 13" el e ol e daszdl JIe= Y1 e (305) sl o
R R =5y sy bty S ol an S e T

o el 13 gl Al dmgdl ux” el e (178) Bl s LS
M2 e aade b Ly b

3V f gl cdll 15 Bl Bai Lai” il e (177) 85U a5y

g il B cpedanadl 189 modenal) s plozr Y1 BN (O il T OB e S .2
89,2 (#1980 iyl diagd) I3 1gp) OPWlg dormmedly 43¢ 19 LNy

91 ks wom M) Oy Cpien) sl o .3

ol Joual 2IS 4dlayl aslall 5olall we 4 Aasls

Created using

easyPDF Printer


http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP

2017 Olgm> — 42 dae 297 Sleall Uxa

1!1 " £

5L oSy Jol o dy LN 3 oy BT o L) sl ) Ll
15) Liasl o ) OF Liade (3500 i 239 o) 2 ¥ Bssad Bnp2dl OF Lo
Logon dejia- bals LS‘U.’-") M9 A 5]5.5\ Ca-&;j \Jbﬂ.& ‘_;i :Xibj.@.:.“ o J.E:j\

. 4"")’3

Sl el S ) S
agl o S Adegdl 3y ) ased) 8 OF s (226) 5 ez
)BT e Vg ol o oy Y ansgdl e Wy ) sl Ll osgdl b 4l
gl ol o on ¥ S 08 e (446) U sy s
oo SOl Jas 0ssl) 03Vl an dg 358 ey Sjly S ol e Ofy di3sed)

SEPLPEEN

@ ssedl a3 Sl Wlge e b Bssedl e 830 OF eian aney
S YV wogedl um U O LS il o Rggdl n o)) (5ed 2 L
DU Bl I s gl IS iy Yy e 3]y 354 b 03Vl

Aol
Ay 055 g o Wl s F Sl r B e L) I
e B L BT D SO LI R R S o
Joll s b HEB) wsa mgn dapy OGSV Salid gy e gall 155
Al Slslar] () g sl JE1 By 098 wagdly B9 G Ol
gl OF LaS™ xlall §alian o vgaie Lgte OISy (gl ] 3358l o gnled

130 o bl g 1 Ol il w0l L1
.248 o anss C"-JU .3

ol Joual 2IS 4dlayl aslall 5olall we 4 Aasls

Created using

easyPDF Printer


http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP

2017 Olgm> — 42 dae 298 Sleall Uxa

o gl 4 830 e Lyl Wse 15081 15 aid) dgad) Ll ) oY)
Sy agle Vel Sl Sy el ek e e il 1508
J s Loy (Ul Jomall o o5l5 (3 1580 08 e 158 wi Ll
sVl s el Bpaie G ds5 ) (g S sk wey 2SS )
568 el LoVl Ll ¢ Bl slas¥lsa Lo Loy ¢ gl clos) jatey 3
1IN P O ol Joll & o S szl U [RXPINORY oy
Ly 33 mo mosedl BLog¥l am o Jalos jgby Y1 ) o) ) (s

Apdegdl o o)t A ey Udsgy A e O ool A 8 085

a1l Aaald

ella)l s el 1h @l Je sses 15daiy 388 Adggdl o o) -
64-62 > (11986-21402 citast!

el gl 1555 1l 8L (OLAYI Bylie Ak (35t (L anT -
1z (¢1988

& rmodenddl g el et Aoz Y BN (01 el O -
gl Aagdl s 1) Pl donally L3sgdly dadlull dnyid)

(#1980
ch.EJ\ BIERHE RPE) 4L canlday o)\jlaT céé}@,}\ @AJ\ ﬂ\ WU =
.(¢1999/21420

Rge toam) SUa Al gad OTEN gl B Ol aelr (bl -
2z (+2000/21420 L)

ronll) Dose) Aigegeally 39gdly 35! Agmse (ondl Slagdl e -
Bl ((p1999 (Bapidl ls 13 aldly 1h (3,4

2L dydly Laladl s el SIS (3 au) s tddsd) dd) (ol Oladl e -
(2001 /21422 Gyl s 13,20

ol Joual 2IS 4dlayl aslall 5olall we 4 Aasls

Created using

easyPDF Printer


http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP

2017 Olgm> — 42 dae 299 Sleall Uxa

(r2002 (3,2l jls 13,81y BL Cs35gd) 98 ((rdl Olagll e —

& dydod) Ol Gl 2 143 5] B ded) ds Ol -
(¢2002/21422 ¢ les 15 105,31 11 i3 s

3581y yladly pabuall el JIg W oA 7 o8 caiis gb Aoz -

10 U e s Lll e il gag mload) QS Ogaen o (svse =
dsn Ol Ogaamns aduslon aibgg 0 plb (Bliiee

o ps) 1b B $Uy WS & dodgld) dogy Aid> ¢ fugyd S —
(+2003 cislezx Vg 2L Y) g ly ol ll

e'}'\..»:)’\j M: . | ‘;9 ("hjﬂﬁ @)\.’J\ B O}é"ﬁ'.a.’\ :}@.&5‘ oley cawe —
(2010 g~ LS ls 138l 52ms) 1D (g Lagud

Gy dgpr Ao 3 jsdae ($29p seskd e g M Jle -

:gﬁ\ c’ji‘ e e JBU 2007 jene 11 ‘CUL::, (Jerusalem Post)

http://www.jpost.com/Jewish-World/Jewish-Features/Ask-the-Rabbi-Am-I-Jewish-
.or-not

2015/8/12 1ps pehead) ¢

LY !

— Jacob Neusner (ed.), The Encyclopedia of Judaism,
Koninklijke Brill NV, Leidon, The Netherlands, 2000, Vol.
1.

— James Hastings, Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics,
Scotland: T&T Clark Ltd, 1994

— Lindsay dJones (ed. in chief), Encyclopedia of Religion,
2nd ed., New York: Macmillan Reference USA/ Thomson
Gale, 2005, vol.1

— Isidore Singer (ed.), The Jewish Encyclopedia, New York/
London: Funk and Wadnalls Company, 1905

— Philip Neal, Judaism—Revelation of Moses or Religion
of Men? California: York Publishing Company, 2010

ol Joual 2IS 4dlayl aslall 5olall we 4 Aasls

Created using

easyPDF Printer


http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP

