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Introducing Michael Sandel's book

The Tyranny of Merit : What's Become of the Common
Good?
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~Summary
In his recently published book, The
Tyranny of Merit : What’s Become of
the Common Good? Sandel attempts to
diagnose the crisis situation and the
profound transformation in American
society, Showing how over the past four
decades the social bonds in this society
and the mutual respect between citizens
each other have collapsed. Sandel argues
that in recent decades, the divide
between winners and losers has been
deepening, poisoning politics, setting
fellow citizens apart. This divide is
partly about inequality. But it’s also
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about the attitudes toward winning and
losing that have come with it. Those
who landed on top came to believe that
their success was their own doing, a
measure of their merit, and that thos who
lost out had one to blame but
themselves. The result is that those on
top look down upon those on bottom.
The consequence is a brew of anger and
frustration that has fueled populist
protest and extreme polarization, and led
to deep distrust of both government and
fellow citizens. So Sandel argues that to
overcome the rancorous politics of our
time, we must rethink the attitudes
towards success and failure that have
accompanied globalization and rising
inequality. This book seeks to explain
and illustrate how this transformation
occurred by highlighting the hubris
meritocracy  generates among the
winners and the harsh judgement it
imposes on those left behind. He offers
an alternative way of thinking about
success- more attentive to the role of
luck in human affairs, more conducive
to an ethic of humility, more affirming
of the dignity of work and more
hospitable to a politics of the common
good.

Keywords:  meritocracy;  merit;
deservingness; hubris; common good.
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Michael Sandel
The Tyranny of Merit
What’s Become of the Common Good?

First published in the United States of America by Farrar, Straus
and Giroux 2020, New York

First published by Allen Lane 2020, Londres
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