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Cultural and civilized discourse and its implications
Girls of Riyadh novel by Rajaa Al-Sanea
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Abstract

The present article attempts to monitor the most important manifestations of the cultural and
civilized discourse, and the ways of its formation, through the novel (Girls of Riyadh) [Banat al-
Riyad] by the Saudi writer Rajaa al-Sanea. This novel, upon its release, saw the light in Beirut in
2005 and caused much sensation between proponents and opponents. Our main goal in this
article is to understand the reasons for the resounding resonance of this novel and to dismantle
the mechanisms of its "opportunism”, that is, its response and compatibility with the spirit of the
times.

Key words: Discourse analysis - Youth - Computers - East and West - America, Riyadh and
London.
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