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Abstract:

This research paper aims to explore the extent of jurisprudential Ijtihad
(reasoning) in cases of urbanand societal development in the lives of
people, to highlight the vastness of the Islamic Sharia and its adaptability
to various human experiences, as well as its accommodation of the
cultural output of citizens around the globe. There are many examples
of this in such matters asplaces of worship, the various types of
transactions, political systems and so on. Among these matters is the
construction and ornamentation of mosques.This paper explores the
subject of urban development in Islamic countries and its growth from
basic to developed and elegant, a development from which mosques
have not been excluded, resulting in issues being introduced to Islamic
jurisprudence that were not apparent during its inception. This has led
to  jurisprudential  differenceswith  regards to  construction,
ornamentation and elevation along the lines of either restrictive or
lenient. This paper discusses the source of this difference and presents
the evidence for and against both sides, intervening in the matter by
presenting conclusive evidence in favour of the lenient school of
thought, in order to attain greater broadmindedness of the Muslim
intellect in its conscientious responsestemming from the sacred sources
and clear-headedljtihad, which eftects a good and successtul
stability. This in turn makes Islam a companion of citizenship and
culture, a haven for creativity and anabode for beauty, in accordance
with the universal monotheistic vision which proves the design of Allah
the All-Knowing, Who perfected the creation of everything as He is
the Most Perfect of creators, obligating Muslims to follow the example

of this beauty in all areas of life.
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