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Abstract

Indiscriminate housing is one of the oldest and most complex problems that the city of
Nouakchott suffers from, which prompted the Mauritanian state to adopt many policies and
approaches to eliminate this phenomenon. These policies produced major spatial transformations
(economic, social, service and environmental). The process of restructuring slums, which was
launched in 2008, represents the most important experience in the history of dealing with this
phenomenon. This article aims to present and evaluate this experience, which concerns 64.719% of

the 1,200,000 population of the capital, Nouakchort, according to 2022 estimates.

This restructuring project enabled thousands of families to gain access to real estare
ownership, in addition to organizing the urban outlook of the city through paving streets with

infrastructure, urban equipment, and services, in addition to increasing the real estate value of the
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prepared lands. The lack of awareness among the target population, and poor monitoring of urban

spaces, led to the emergence of new centers of random housing in the study area.

Keywords: informal housing, restructuring, accommodation, real estate ownership
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