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Abstract:

The Arabic language is the most influential language on the culture and
social life of the Africans long time ago and up to the recent time. It played
a significant role in the training of the people of Africa both intellectually
and mentally. It is also a language which saves their past, present and
concentrates on building their future .These and other meaningful reasons
made people to concentrate on its study and write about its significance. But
a great number of the writers have not written on Open and Distance
learning most especially on Arabic language as a programme. This is so
because of the newness of the programme in the history of Nigeria
Education. The writer therefore is using this medium to submit his own
contribution on the subject matter and to expose Arabic readers to the
position and status of Arabic language in the Islamic world of which Nigeria
is inclusive. The paper emphasizes much about the Arabic in the past and
those who have written on it and have spelled out issues about open and
distance learning together with its evolution and development in Nigerian
content. Some suggestions are singled out on how to improve the teaching
and learning of Arabic for the betterment of the language and its speakers.

Keywords: learning: Arabic language: Non- Arabic speakers:
Open and Distance learning: Nigeria.
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Summary

ARAA483 intends to introduce you to Arabic rhetoric. It exposes students
to

various aspects of communication and expression of Arabic Language.
Arabic

rhetorical discourse was influenced and partly shaped by the dogma of
the

inimitability of the Qur’an and the problem of correct interpretation of
figurative,

elliptical, or any other obliquely referential language in the scripture.
You are

expected to comprehend the topics in the Course. This will enable you to
improve

your reading ability and have competence of adapting some styles into
your own

Arabic writings. Upon completing this course you will be able to
comprend the

degree of eloquence that the Qur’an constituted as the miracle that
proved the

prophethood of Muhammad, fully comprehend the intended messages of
poetry and skillful writing of prose writers, adapt word order, word use, use
of metaphors and figures of speech in order to enhance your competence in
speech and writing of Arabic.

We wish you success in the course and hope that you will find it
interesting.

(S. A. Shittu 2012, ARABIC RHETORIC, P11.)
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Definition of Al-Balaghah

Al-Balaghah (Arabic Rhetoric), has been defined as the art of using
languages as topersuade or influence others. Columbia Encyclopedia
defines rhetoric as the “the art of swaying an audience by eloquent speech”.
Webster’s New Encyclopedia Dictionary defines rhetoric as “the art of
speaking or writing effectively. In Arabic, the word al-Balaghah is derived
from the root verb balagha meaning “to reach, to attain, to arrive at or to get
to; and etymologically it interprets the art of reaching the utmost perfection
in the style and context of a composition. Al-Balagha is therefore, a science
that deals with clarity, correctness and beauty in Arabic writing and oral

expression.
(S. A. Shittu 2012, ARABIC RHETORIC, P 13.)
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