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“The Arab model as a second parallel discourse in
Brazilian literature: Through an examination of
Machado de Assis’ work —The Psychiatrist
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Abstract :

Careful examination of Brazilian cultural production models, for example
in Literature, reveals that the initiation of a real intellectual dialogue with
classical Arabo-Islamic culture had occurred in the XIX th century. This took
place at the same time in which the exotic and romantic view produced by the
works of Latin American explorers, who visited Arab countries, established its
dominance.

there is no doubt that inspiration from the action of intellectual
phagocyting”’, which is based on a special philosophy reflecting the aboriginal
inhabitants’ view concerning the dialectics of the “ego” and the “other”, has
helped the Brazilian intellectuals who refused the European intellectual
dominance to confront the “doctrine” of complete modernism and to celebrate
cultural diversity. This began with phagocyting and modifying European models
instead of rejecting them. Moreover, it appears that the Brazilian culture drew
some inspiration, instead, from the classical model of Arabic culture, which does
not relate to it - as do European models - through the colonial power relationship
lasting about four centuries, in its quest to question the basis upon which is built
the enlightenment program which decries projects of previous periods, abolishes
differential treatment, and rejects the multiplicity of standards and the coexistence
of different truths.

To approach this kind of Brazilian-Arab cultural dialogue, we have
chosen to examine one of texts produced by Joaquim Machado de Assis, the
founder of the Brazilian Literary Academy and one the internationally-known
writers. He is considered by the world critics as the most important member of the
realist school of Literature in Brazil in the end of the XIXth century and the
beginning of the XXth century. His works — which marked, historically, the
maturity of Brazilian literature - paved the way for the intellectual movement
seeking to modernize this literature during the 1920’s, which is based on the
action of “intellectual cannibalism”, in its endeavour to transform the meeting of
powers between Europe and Latin America into a fruitful one within the
framework of settling of the differences between the two cultures.

It should be pointed out in this regard, that our purpose in studying the
text “The Psychiatrist , which takes as its focal object “Psychiatry “ and the two
concepts of “Reason” and “Madness”, we are not studying the image of an Arab
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within the traditional sense of image; rather, it is an attempt to take stock of the
interaction between a culture which tries to affirm its independence and maturity
in the height of the dominance of the model imported from France, and a culture
which provided a space for ambiguity, the multiplicity of perspectives and
dimensions during its golden periods.

Keywords : Brazilian culture - XIX th century- classical Arabo-Islamic culture -

dialogue —multiplicity of perspectives
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