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Abstract

The theory of media reception has been marginalized in media
research in the Arab world, compared to the interest it is given in literary
studies. The reasons for this marginalization are multiple, the most
prominent of which lies in the predominance of media effect theories on
media reflection. The emergence of the trend of sociology of use in the
eighties of the last century, which focused on the study of the relationship
between the user and the technical tool, did not serve the theory of media
reception.

Some researchers argue that reception theory is overtaken by the
development of communication technology since usage and interactivity
have replaced reception. And they challenge us to reflect on the limits of
the receiver's relationship with the text in the digital media ecosystem.

The present study argues for the use of both the theory of media
reception and the trend of sociology of uses and the implementation of
their conceptual devices in the study of digital media.

Keywords: Reception; Usage sociology; Appropriation;
Interpretation; affordances.
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