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Language Imprisonment and the Translation of Islamic Legal Terminology

Abstract: Although there is an abundance of literature about the problems of
translating religious, Islamic, or legal terms, | couldn't find any writer who looked into this
sensitive field from the perspective of the (prison of language) which has wandered from
one discipline to another; its first appearance being Nietzsche's philosophy; the second
being the linguistic field and especially the Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis; and the third and last
being Islamic legal studies the most prominent scholar on which in the western world is
professor Wael Hallak. So, after depending on God, | intended to reveal this significant
paradox which still is responsible of distorting many western conceptions and fanatic
attitudes concerning Islam and its rulings.

Key words: prison of language, Islamic legal terms, Islamic law, holy war
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“Wir horen auf zu denken, wenn wir es nicht in dem sprachlichen Zwange tun
wollen, wir langen gerade. noch bei dem Zweifel an, hier eine Grenze als Grenze zu

sehn".(z)
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barely reach the doubt that sees this limitation as a limitation” .
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“We have to cease to think if we refuse to do it in the prison-house of language;

for we cannot reach further than the doubt which asks whether the limit we see is really a

limit” ©
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