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The Legendary Novel and Hypertext
Abstract -

The use of legend in any literary production is due to the fact that it is the raw material
in any imaginary narrative act. This is so, for the narrative can only realize its poetic
aspect if it is inspired by legend on both the structural and thematic levels. Thus, in the
same text, the novelist tries to unite legends belonging to the universal heritage, by
nourishing his narration of legendary themes or by adding to it, purely aesthetically,
images of this kind .However, some critics believe that literature is none other than the
rewriting of the legend. The latter thus imprison the novel in the legendary context and
denies the novelist any creativity and any imaginative act. This is all the more
questionable because even if one takes inspiration from the legend, the novelist uses all
his creative imagination to express and question the world at a given moment in
history. Thus, we believe that if legend was the original form of literary expression, the
novel opens up other perspectives insofar as it incorporates legend and many other
genres to become the most complete genre. Consequently, we can rightly regard the
novel as a receptacle of literary genres whose legend is but one element among many,
despite its undeniable importance.

Keywords: Imaginary narrative, thematic level, universal heritage, creative
imagination, receptacle
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