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Summary:

This work seeks to draw a rough social and economic map of
Mauritanian society prior to colonialism, to explore its joints and
impact centres, and its system of relations.

In fact, Mauritania's pre-colonial social structure was in the
form of a pyramid at the top of which the Hassan Group (holders of
political and military power) and AL-Zawaya (holders of spiritual and
scientific power) and at the base of that pyramid came subordinate
groups ( Artists, Handicraftsmen and former Slaves.(
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Through the study, we have tried to track the functions of all
these groups within society and the roles of each social class, the
nature of their composition, numbers and economic activities that they
use both in pastoralism and agriculture and in foreign trade with
Europeans on the coasts through statistics.

Through the study, we have followed the functions of all these
groups within society and the roles of each social class and the nature
of their composition and enumeration through statistics and their
economic activities in the fields of pastoralism, agriculture and foreign
trade with Europeans on the coasts.

Key words: Social classes, Mauritania, Hassan, and Al-
Zawaya, French colonizer.
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