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Language Acquisition: A Comparative Study Between the Behaviorist
Theory and The Nativist Theory
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Abstract:

This study aims to know the behavioral and the nativist theory views and
interpretations about language acquisition, and some criticisms. Behaviorism
considered language as a simple social behavior, like all other human behaviors.
its acquisition is limited to link stimulus and response, and the presence of several
principles, such as: repetition, imitation, trial and error, training and
reinforcement ...

While, the nativism considered language a human biological property,
because he is equipped with a language acquisition device; which allows him to
acquire the complex language system in a short period, despite the poverty of
eXperience, and builds language competence...

Keywords: Language Acquisition - The Behaviorist Theory - The Nativist
Theory - Language Acquisition Device.
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