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Abstract:

This paper addresses lan George Cunnison's views on the anticipated role of
anthropology in the economic development in Sudan and other developing countries and
the relationship between anthropologists and administrators in this regard. These views
feature in three articles he wrote during his tenure at Khartoum University. The paper uses
his links to other Sudanist anthropologists and his biography, research experience, and
theoretical interests in understanding his views in these articles. It considers him as one of
the professional researchers who were part of the utilization of anthropology for governance
purposes, which began in Sudan in 1909 as invitations by the colonial government to these
researchers to conduct research on some tribes. The paper shows how the pattern of
professional anthropological research, which prevailed in that period, changed with the
arrival of Cunnison to Sudan and thus detects the main turning points in the development
of anthropological research in Sudan.

Keywords: development, research, anthropology, anthropologist, administration.
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