ISSN: 2437-041X Lizglgsg i dlea
E-ISSN:2588-2325 2022 2! 02 :30c 08 iz

21 ASLAL 1 el 5531 n Bmlall 315l (§ gt
Al dgall Llgsh casllg § Jomill 2z slss o il 4)lan
> dgasl — 8,8y (Lol Aalaie Ll o)
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Abstract:

The springboard of the current study of Sufism in the Algerian Society is the wish to
investigate the attitudes of Algerians from different walks of life toward the roles of the Sufi
Zaouias in the Ziban Region of Biskra. The data collection tool was an unstructured
interview, which revealed once the data were analyzed that most of the interviewee did not
see the Sufi Zaouias in afavorable light. These negative attitudes that range from considering
the Sufi Zaouias as nests of corruption of the Islamic faith and a breach of ethics at worse
and synonymous of superstition and heresy at best. It seems that the interviewees confuse
Sufism and asceticism and monasticism, which are regarded by Islam as unacceptable.
Regardless of the fieldwork findings, the Zaouias played a quintessential role in the colonial
period when they preserved Islam by perpetuating the recitation of Qor'an and its related
sciences along the teaching of Arabic and its arts. Thus, the Zaouias preserved both the faith
and the cultural heritage (viz., identity). On score of that this study attempts to address the
following questions: What are the reasons behind such negative attitudes? What are the new
roles incumbent upon the Zaouias to meet the socio-political as well as socio-economic
challenges in modern times?

Keywords: Sufism, Zaouias, ascetism, profane, Sacred.
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