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Visual rhetoric in Press photo speech in development media In Saudi news sites
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Abstract:

The study sought to identify the implications of visual discourse in addressing
development issues in Saudi news sites. The sample consisted of (4) press photos on news sites
(Okaz, Al-Arabiya, Al-Sabiq, Al-Riyadh), with an image from each site, during the year 2021, and
care was taken into account in the selection It includes four issues of different development topics,

environmental development, tourism, poverty eradication, economic development - provided that
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it is rich in symbols, connotations, signs, and semiotic symbols that help reveal the basic
meanings, and analyze them qualitatively by decomposing the components of the images into
(elements visual) in order to reach the basic connotations and meanings that the visual discourse
seeks to communicate to the target audience, using the media and semiotic survey method, the
study concluded that the news sites under study use visual elements (colors, shapes, symbols,
lighting, shadows and sizes) to reach rhetorical connotations ( Similarity, metonymy, exaggeration,
contrast, repetition, metaphor, pun) to achieve visual persuasion for photojournalism, visual
discourse and persuasion uses symbolism instead of realism because it is more effective and
persuasive in conveying meaning indirectly.

Keywords: Development media, Visual discourse, Saudi journalism, Economic

development, Graphic elements.
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