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The manifestations of harem and virility discourses in the
writings of Fatima Mernissi - a sociocultural approach -
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Abstract:

EISSN : 2588-2317 ISSN: 1112-8152

Fatima Mernissi addresses sensitive humanitarian issues in society, Such as
issues of women, violence and marginalization in the crucible of the harem, as they
transcend the features of the culture of virility and wardship. Hence, Mernissi’s
writings fall under the category of cultural practices which establish a counter and
resistant discourse (the harem discourse) which aims to expose an implicit
consciousness based on power, dominance and marginalization. As a cultural system
(discourse of virility) it extends over two views: a local Arab view and a Western
oriental view.Therefore, the writer sought to restore the absent or repressed
woman’s voice in the context of the implicit format (Taboo), as well as to reveal the
falsehood of the culture of representation and the dominance of the single voice in
our Arab societies through her explicit call for women to regain their self-expressing
voice. Thus, from the sociocultural perspective, the research problematic revolves
around how the concepts of harem and virility is emerged in a cultural pattern which
shows a dual discourse between dominance and resistance.
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