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Civilization Conflict and the Writing of Current History
In the Novel "Al Qahira Assaghira" by Amara Lakhous
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Abstract : The Arabic novel has dealt with the issue of civilizational conflict' since its
beginnings, but its concept has evolved over time. It has developed its method in dealing
with the current civilizational conflict, which is based on globalization and the information
flow that led to a change in the human relationship and history provides us with a good
example of this state of fact. As for the novel in general and the Algerian novel in
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particular, it has been interested in writing the present since its beginnings, and this has
been consolidated in the last two decades. Novelists have engaged in artistic treatments
more aware of the challenges of the globalized era, as illustrated in the novel “Al Qahira
Assaghira” by Amara Lakhous. This article aims to clarify the current civilizational conflict
as depicted by in the novel by studying its artistic and event structure diagnosis of the
civilizational conflict and the possible interactions of the self and the other. The most
important result we have come up with is the effectiveness of the of the dual representation
technique in revealing the extent of falsehood and misunderstanding embedded in social
frameworks and perceptions that are governed not only by experiences of the present, but
also by a heavy burden of the past that did not settle in minds and psyches until it passed
through many mediations that distorted “the truth ”.

Keywords : civilizational conflict ; the writing of the current history ; representation ; self
and other ; memory
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