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The Ruling on Establishing the Crescent (Start of the Lunar Month) by Astronomical Observatories
and Calculations -A Comparative Jurisprudential Study-
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Abstract: Praise be to Allah, and His prayers and peace be upon the Messenger of Allah.
The issue of establishing the sight of the crescent moon (start of the lunar month) with
astronomical observatories and calculation is one of the important issues about which a
lot of debate has been taking place in recent years. With the endeavor of revealing some
key aspects related to this issue, | decided to write this short communication. In this
study, | first deal with the original Islamic way of establishing the entry and exit of the
month followed by a discussion of the modern astronomical observatories and their role
in sighting the crescent. The study then examins astronomical calculations for
determining the start of the month. The points of concensus and disagreement related to
the previous issues are explained. Reference is made to the evidences supporting the
different opinions and the cause and origin of the dispute. Finally, the study concludes
by presenting the chosen opinion followed by a conclusion in which the most important
results and recommendations are highlighted.

Keywords: Crescent, start of the lunar month, astronomical observatories, astronomical
calculations.
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