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Abstract

Sufism is still able to provoke inquiry and debate about
its definition, nature, and connections with various elements
of Muslim society, whether it be the government, elite,
intelligentsia, or the numerous other parts of the population.
That I1s not to mention all the functions and duties it
undertook throughout the history of Islam and the fact that it
continues to be relied on for these functions today. The fact
is that Sufism today is rightly considered the most powerful
antidote to the religious radicalism, called fundamentalism,
as well as the most important source for responding to the
challenges posed by modernism.

This article attempts to show that In the broad context
of Islam in the 6th- 10th centuries higri 12th-17th C.E. ,
during which tumultuous time the Muslim World took its
now-familiar shape, we can recognize three distinct
transformations where there is a change of rulership
combined with the return to power of Sufism. These are the
beginning of the Almohad Dynasty — the subject of this
article, the Ayyubid Dynasty In Eg?/pt and Syria, and the
Ottoman Dynasty in Turkey. We will limit ourselves to the
description of the return of power and Sufism which
occurred after the decline of the Almoravid Dynasty and the

rise of the Almohads in Maghrib and the Andalus.
Keywords: Sufism in North Africa and Andalus -

Muslim society - medieval Islam - Almoravid and Almohad
periods - Muhammad ibn Tamart - Abi Hamid al-Gazzali.
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