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the Sufi discourse between methodological
awareness and spontaneity of subjective experience, An
exploratory approach on spiritual experience in Al-
Futuhat al-Makkiyya by Ibn Arabi

Abstract:

This scientific approach aims at discover the truth
of the Sufist spiritual experience to one of the patriarchs of
Sufism; Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi through an investigation into
the mechanisms of Sufi discourse elaborated in a view of
discovering the limits of methodological awareness in the
area of Sufism.

Discovering the truth of the Islamic Sufism
scientifically speaking requires digging in the world of
gratitude (Irfan) and its different appearances . The
observer into previous academic researches dealing with the
works of Ibn Arabi, will notice that they were confined
merely to the investigation of the personal and
philosophical aspects of his works or the study of the
esthetic discourse at its different levels. Namely, stylistics,
narrative, structuralism, communication and semiotics, in
addition to the other modern scientific approaches.
Nevertheless, the rational investigation into the Sufi
discourse of Ibn Arabi, as we know,did not get its full
share of deep scientific research. | consider that digging
into Ibn Arabi’s works, notably, his work entitled “Al
Futuhat al Makkiyya”, deserves to be highlighted through
investigation and research to give more insight about its
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hidden philosophy and throw light on its approach on the
basis of the following problematics: First, can Sufi
discourse be characterised by rationality, henceforth, does it
follow the rules of methodological reasoning? Second, did
Ibn Arabi commit himself to a strong methodology in his
categorisation of “AjFutuhat al Makkiyya”or did he follow
a spontaneous aspect that featured his works? Third, what is
the nature of the approach adopted by IbArabi in the above
stated work? Finally, did it emerge from a concise
methodology that specifies the parts of “AL Futuhat al
Makkiyya” and their dissimilarities?

Key words: Sufism-lbn Arabi —Opening Makith“AL
Futuhat al Makkiyya” -Gratitude (Irfan) - Appearances —
Sufis Discourse — internal Sciences
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