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Ethnic status and the ethnographic characteristics in the Moroccan
oasis

An oasis of Ferka as a model
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Abstract:

Introversion and lack of communication is what characterizes the different
ethnic groups in the southeast oases of Morocco (Draa Tafilalet region). It actually
has a direct and indirect influance on social relationships. Typically, the Ferkla
oasis represents the ethnic plight in the region. In this area social relationships
looks to be cautious, marriage is done between the members of the same ethnic
group, implicite and explicite conflicts over common lands, electoral competitions
are based on ethnicity, unproductive political practices and a deep flaw in social
public and private relationships. The result is a big failure in developing the local
community and people.

Keywords: Draa Tafilalet, Ethnic groups, the Igbliyn (the Haratin), Ferkla oasis,
social hierarchy.
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