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The participatory approach and the question of managing the local

development of the urban sphere in Morocco
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Summary :

Development, in its comprehensive or partial connotation, is not an easy
matter to be realized on the ground. Rather, it is a complex and complicated
process, with a multiplicity of dimensions and various economic and social levels
in the first place, on the one hand, and the presence of distinct actors in the living
world on the other hand. Which makes the opportunity to implement it mainly
dependent on the nature of the system of society as a whole, and the organizational
institutions on which it is built are supposed to be loaded with free and responsible
rational will with the requirements of the present and its challenges, the future and
its horizons , and the past and its relics. It is a vision whose form and content can
only be reached through a political philosophy based on the major foundations and
the logical and normative basis of the participatory approach, which is summarized
in the phrase working with instead of working for.

And whoever contemplates the modern history of Morocco since the dawn
of independence until almost the present day, he discovers that most of the public
and social policies related to the process of managing local development problems
in the urban sphere, for example, are controlled by the logic of central
guardianship and the lack of clarity in the vision and methodology, with the
recognition of the country's highest authority (the king) in More than one national
occasion, that is, the absence of what is called participatory management that
guarantees for all segments of society in all geographical areas a decent living and
a happy life. This increases the production of the belts of misery, poverty, and
social and spatial vulnerability as well, which inevitably leads to unsound social
facts and phenomena such as migration, crime ...etc. , which have a negative
impact on the lives of individuals and groups in their individual and collective
existence.

That is why only the participatory approach in our intellectual and
methodological perspective, and what it entails in terms of social contracting,
moral and legal responsibility, and social solidarity between groups and fields on
the one hand, and the interactive relationships that link them with the philosophy
of other paradigms of different dimensions and levels, such as participatory
democracy and good governance on the other hand. They are the necessary
methodological tools capable of confronting all the economic and social cracks
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that afflict the structure of society as a whole, and reaching a local development
full of the spirit of active and creative citizenship in the process of social policies.
Key words: participatory approach - local development - urban sphere - social
policies - management.
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