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Participatory democracy in Algeria between text and practice

Summary:

The Algerian legislator has enshrined the principle of participatory democracy
through various legal texts in order to involve and integrate civil society in local
decision-making as well as in the management of local affairs in accordance with the
local governance policy, despite the dedication and the new trend adopted by the
legislator to bring citizens closer to the administration.

However in practice the exercise of this right is limited because of the imbalance
resulting from the permanent monopoly of decision makers at the local level, as well
as the local administration only informs the citizen without actually integrating it into
the conduct of local development.

Key words:
Participatory democracy, local governance, administrative information, elected
council, local community.

L a démocratie participative en Algérie entretexte et pratique.
Résume:

Le principe de la démocratie participative est consacré en droit algérien. Ce
principe, permettant la participation du citoyen a la prise de décision au niveau locale
n’est, cependant, pas suivi au plan pratique compte tenu de la constance de
I’immixtion du pouvoir central dans les affaires des collectivités locales. En outre, le
role desdites collectivités en la matiére se limite a ’information du citoyen sans
I’intégrer réellement comme acteur du développement local.

Motsclés:
Démocratie participative, gouvernance locale, I’information administrative, conseil
¢lu, communauté locale.
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