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The Image of the City in the Novel "Guardian of the Shadows" by Wassini Laaradj.
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Abstract :

The contemporary Algerian novel contains a clear cultural dimension, in which it combines the mechanism of
culture and interwines with the techniques of modernity, which is always striving for innovation and
experimentation, in order to keep the pace of the continuous and rapid changes of the times. Therefore, the
Algerian novelist had no alternative but to join these innovative movements, which made the city, with its rapid
movements, various themes, and its diverse human categories, an important space through which penetration into
the human life’s heart takes place to consider first, its vision of the self, second of the other and the world., As a
result, it transformed the direction of the creative ship from the countryside, the village, and the static nature to
the city characterized by its movement, noise, jostling of fates and the accelerating temporal and spatial
transformation in it.

The vivid images included in the city, strips the human soul of its glamor and adornment and reveals its true
nature, it has also made of this space a real artistic phenomenon that replaces the false Utopia with a realistic and
vivid Dystopia which is able to absorb the characters’ actions, their attitudes and their struggles, as it really occur
in people’ lives and in their daily activities. And this is what the Algerian novelist actually adopted; so, he did not
surrender to his subordination or tendencies towards the village or the countryside as his predecessors did, but
rather, he tried to adapt to the city, because it is his current destiny, thus, he got into a fierce struggle with it,
discussing its circumstances and its life as it in reality, with its daily crisis and problems, also trying to address
them in a smooth manner full of vitality and contemporary artistic spirit.

Proceeding from this fact, we have decided to make of this article an opportunity to treat the city as a fictional
subject that seeks to clarify the concerns of the contemporary civil society. On this basis, the novel «Guardian of
the Shadows"

Written by Wassini Laaradj was selected as a sample of contemporary Algerian novelist production, which is
interested in depicting the city in a detailed and accurate manner and encompasses its various physical and moral
details, which is also closely related to our history and memory; and not only that, but this novel also carries with
it unique resistance strategies through which its author stand against any attempt to obliterate his identity, history
and glorious past.

Keywords: Guardian of the Shadows, city, ugliness, resistance.
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