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Discourse of violence and transformation of the city’s Image in contemporary Algerian Literature-
Novel of Our Lady of Maqam by Wasini Al-Araj as a Model
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Abstract :

The city is considered one of the most important symbolic spaces that the contemporary Algerian
novelist worked on, due to its compact connotations and intense dimensions capable of absorbing the
writer’s thoughts, opinions and different ideologies in reality, which is what daily life shows with its
multiple practices in every corner of the city. The intellectual feature of the writer Wasini Al-Araj in his
novel “The Lady of Maqam” prominently and dominantly, according to distinct narrative techniques,
through which he expressed the repercussions of the national crisis that Algeria was subjected to
following the demonstrations of October 1988, including the lonely and harsh memories that have a

strong resonance in the psyche of every Algerian, so he was The place serves as a focus of the gloomy face
of the city of Algiers based on the political, cultural and social transformations.

This discussion resulted in the following problematic: What are the political and social dimensions that
Wasini Al-Araj embodied through the space of the city in his novel The Lady of Maqam ?

Keywords: City, symbolism, narrative, crisis, transformations.
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