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Abstract
The participation of children in armed conflicts is very dangerous, and it raises concern for the
international community, as this phenomenon has spread and pervaded in many conflicts around the
world, as this fragile group has become subject to recruitment by national armed forces, as is the case
in African countries, or by Armed groups as it existed in Iraq and Syria. These children end up carrying
arms and actively participating in the fighting, and they can also be used to perform supportive roles
such as carrying supplies or gathering military intelligence, which exposes them to many and great
risks. This is a clear and explicit violation of the rules and principles of international humanitarian law.
International humanitarian law has taken care of this phenomenon and given it sufficient attention in
various international documents and texts, by extending a kind of protection to such vulnerable groups
in society.
In this study, we address the phenomenon of children recruited in wars and internal conflicts,
introducing the child soldier, and touching on the international efforts devoted to protecting their rights

and confronting the crime of their recruitment.
Keywords: recruited kids, children's rights, international crimes, international humanitarian law
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