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The Role of Writing in Legal System’s Development: A Sociocultural Reading
of Hammurabi’s Laws
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Abstract:

This research paper discusses the role of writing in the emergence and development of the first
written legal system in ancient times, that is, the Hammurabi Act, which brings together historians and
jurists from all over the country and time, representing the progress and strictness of legislation. Never
seen in the history of administration; how can it not contribute to justice and social organization in
Mesopotamia? This makes it a human rights and legal framework as well as a regulatory, social and
cultural framework. The sociocultural interpretation enables us to draw some conclusions, the most
important of which are summarized as follows:

*The comprehensiveness and universality of Hammurabi Law, as well as the diversity of issues it
deals with, whether social, economic or administrative issues;

*t contains various legal rules and regulations, many of which are still valid today;
*To clarify the moral nature of these laws, justice and equality are the goals Hammurabi pursued most;
*The Hammurabi Act is the inspiration of many politicians and jurists around the world.
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