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The role of the Royal Gifts in the provision of military equipment to
Algeria in the Ottoman era (926-1246 AH/1520-1830 AD)
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Abstract:

This study attempts to highlight the role of sultanic gifts in supporting the defensive power of the regency in the light of
important writings, such as Devoulx's, especially in his book "Tachrifat,” which is an important source due to its valuable
information. The book was from the French occupation period, in which the writer relied on direct sources from the Ottoman
period, where we found detailed contents of sultanic gifts, as well as notes from Consul William Schaller, and other writings
that help us learn about the Western view of these gifts and compared them with the local writings that dealt with or referred
to the subject, so that we could complete the picture on both sides. We also relied on archival documents that go back to the
studied period, which also contain details of these gifts, including a collection of documents from the Algerian National
Library and the Algerian National Archives, classified in the Humayoun font.

The relationship between the Ottoman State and Algeria's regency was characterized by friendship, respect and mutual
cooperation. One manifestation of this is the exchange of gifts between them, as the latter was sending gifts to the Ottoman
Sultan on various occasions and, in exchange, he was also sending gifts to Algeria, often of a military nature; cannons,
ammunition, shipbuilding materials and the Military Industry House. These sultanic gifts were essential to strengthen its
defensive apparatus, especially when they were most needed when exposed to European campaigns, such as the Exmouth
Campaign (1223 AH/1816 AD), which destroyed most of the ships of the regency fleet, so the ottoman state helped to rebuild
it.

Keywords: Algeria’s regency, gifts, military equipment.
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