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The role of the General Union of Algerian Workers in activating the course
of the liberation movement: a workers' union or a mass organization to

support the revolution 2
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Abstract:

Since the advent of the International Labour Organization (1919); trade union action increased
quite significantly at the level of the European countries as well as the countries colonized by the latter.
At the national level, Algeria, a country at war, experienced on February 24, 1956 the birth of its first
union of Algerian workers; it is the General Union of Algerian Workers. The latter constituted a real
mass organization bringing together Algerian workers regardless of their affiliation and whatever their
sector of work.

Therefore, the following question arises: What were the real motives involving the establishment
of the G.U.A.W.. during the Algerian war of liberation, were they purely professional motives or was it
really a political action plan?

Thus, this study aims to determine the true nature of the G.U.A.W. in time of the war of national
liberation, as well as to demonstrate its political contribution in the liberation action of Algeria.
Subsequently, it includes two main axes, the first of which deals with the interactive relationship between
the legislative action of the I.L.O. in the field of freedom of association and trade union action at the
national level. And the second of which aims to determine the political character of the G.U.AW.; A
mass organization aimed at the supervision and mobilization of workers in favor of national liberation
action.
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