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Aspects of the colonial exploitation of Moroccan agriculture
during the period of protection 1912-1956
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Abstract: The Moroccan agriculture has historically played an important social and
economic role in the life of Moroccans, and has for a long time been meeting the needs of the
population quantitatively and qualitatively; although the production of this sector remained
subject to climatic changes. Other factors have contributed to changing its features, especially
the new ones that the colonial intervention produced. AS the colonizer entered Morocco, it was
able to seize the most fertile and best-quality farmlands, making use of the Moroccan tribes'
ignorance of the legal methods of the registration and acquisition of land, thus reducing the
agricultural space of the Moroccan local farmers against the rise of colonial farms, especially in
fertile agricultural areas with flat, unfriendly dams and canyons. The local farming is thus
weakened by the lack of interest and colonial support, as opposed to the development of the
colonial agriculture which has benefited greatly from all the technical, moral, and material
support that colonialism provided.
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— Annuaire Economigque et financier du Maroc, 1921-1922.
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