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Religious beliefs in the city of Portus Magnus through the ancient period
monuments and sculptures
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Abstract

This article aims to study a set of archaeological witnesses that constitute the
votives and funerary monuments and some sculptures belonging back to the Roman
and Punic periods, which were provided by the site of the ancient city of Portus
Magnus (currently Betioua). The purpose of the present study is to deconstruct the
symbols on its sufaces in order to understand the ancient religious beliefs prevailing
in this city. These archaeological pieces were found north of the ancient city during
the excavations conducted by the French researcher George Simon in 1897 and Malva
Maurice Vincent between the years 1933 and 1960.

Studies have shown that the symbols and scenes on the surfaces of these
monuments are not different from other monuments found in other North African
cities and archaeological sites. These scenes are mainly represented in religious,
astronomical, architectural symbols, and weapons, in addition to decorative and
animal symbols.

Keywords: Portus Magnus; funeral monuments; votive monuments; symbolism;
Roman and Punic period
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