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Roman military architecture in the Volubilis region
(the camps historical and archaeological study)
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Abstract:

The subject of military architecture in Mauritania Tangitana is one
of the topics that have not yet received the attention it deserves by
scholars. This is despite the fact that it shows to a large extent the main
role of the military apparatus, and highlights its contribution to the
control of the Roman settlement in this province. The Volubilis region
is an important area of this province, strongly defended by the Romans
for its strategic location and also its economic importance. Where they
worked to build a group of camps, known wide spread and regular
distribution, linked by a group of watchtowers, in order to protect the
area and monitor the movements of the Mauri tribes and confront their
strong attacks. In this article, we will try to talk about the Roman
military architecture that tightened its control over the population of the
region, focusing on the camps by revealing the roles entrusted to them,
as well as identifying the characteristics and stages through which the
construction of these facilities passed, not to mention the study of the
types and engineering forms in terms of construction techniques and
development Its architectural elements, then its history and
identification of its builders.

KeyWords: Mauritania Tingitana; Volubilis; Roman; Camps;
Watchtowers; Military units.
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L. Pomponius Mela (1843), Chorographie, 111,10, Texte établi,
trad.Baudet, éd, Panckouke,Paris, 1843

2. Pline I’Ancien, Histoire Naturelle, V, 1ére partie (I’ Afrique du
Nord), Texte établi, Trad. Et commenté par J.Desanges, Paris, Belles
Lettres,1980
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4. Limane (H), Makdoune (M), la mise en valeur antique de 1’arriére-
pays de Volubilis, probleme de sources et approche géographique,
AR, XI1,1996,p.326.
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8 - Tissot (CH), Recherches sur la géographie comparée de la
Mauritanie Tingitane, Mémoire présentés par divers savants étrangers a
I’ Académie des inscriptions et belles-lettres, 1e s., IX, Paris ,1878., p.
294,
°- La Martiniére (H. de), Découvertes archéologiques au
Maroc,C.R.A.1,1890,p.24

10 _Euzennat (M), le Limes Tingitane, la frontiére méridionale,
C.N.R.S, Paris, 1989, p.257.
11 - 1bid,p.258 .
12 _ Lenoir (M), Le Camp Romain Proche-Orient et Afrique du
Nord,E.F.R, Paris,2011,p.271.
13 _ Baradez (J), Deux missions de recherche sur le limes de
Tingitane,C.R.A.1, 1955, p.294.
14 Lenoir (M), op,cit,p.271.
15 - Euzennat (M),op,cit, p.260.
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- Rebuffat (R)Implantation militaire romaine en Maurétanie
Tingitane, Afri Rom, 4, Atti del IV convegno di
studio(sassari,1986),Sassari,1987,pp.31-78.p. 59.
17~ Lenoir (M), op,cit,p.271.
18 _ Ibidem.
19 - Euzennat (M),op,cit,p.261.
20 _Lenoir (M),op,cit,p.271.
21 - 1bidem.
22 _ Euzennat (M), op,cit,p.262.
23 - Lenoir (M), op, cit, p.271.
24 - Ibidem.
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- Cagnat (R), I’Armée romaine d’Afrique, et I’occupation militaire de
I’ Afrique sous les empereurs, imprimerie national : E. Leroux,
Paris,1913,p. 259 ; Chatelain (L), Le Maroc des Romaines, Etudes sur
les Centres Antiques de la Maurétanie Occidentale, Paris, 1944,p. 119-
120 ; Thouvenot (R), Les dipldmes militaires trouvés & Banasa,
P.S.A.M, T. IX, 1951, p.175; LA.M,, 821
26 _Lenoir (M),op,cit,p.271-272.
2! - Euzennat (M), Le limes.. ., op, cit, p. 255.
28 _ Euzennat (M),Marion (J), Inscriptions Antiques du Maroc 2,
inscriptions latines, éd. C.N.R.S, Paris, 1982. p.424.
29 - Euzennat (M),op,cit, p.268.
%0 - Rebuffat (R), Inscriptions militaires au Génie du lieu d’Ain Schkour et
Sidi Moussa bou Fri, B.A.M., 10, 1976, pp. 151-160.

A oy 3355l Tongres ayie ) as ™

3L Lenoir (M),op,cit,p.272 ; .LA.M. 2, 824,
%2 . Euzennat (M),op,cit,p.264 .
33 - Lenoir (M),op,cit, p.272.
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3 - Euzennat (M),op,cit, p. 237.

35 _ |bid, p.239.

% - Thouvenot (R), Fragement de dipldme militaire trouvé prés de
Volubilis,B.A.M, T.VII, 1967,p,643-647.

37 - Euzennat (M), Le limes. ..,op,cit,p.276.

38 _ |bid,p.279.

%9 - Lenoir (M),op,cit,p.272.

40 _ ptolemy (C), The Geography, 1V,7, translate and edited by Edward
luther stevenson, with an introduction by josef fichers, New York,
1991.
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42 - Tissot (M),op,cit ,p.156-157.
43 - Euzennat (M), Le Limes..., op,cit, p.240.
4 - Ibidem.
%5 - Chatelain (L), Le Maroc des Romains...,op,cit,p.131.
46 - Lenoir (M),Le Camp romain...,op,cit,p.277 .
47 -Roget (R), Index topographique antique du Maroc, P.S.A.M,
T.4,1938 p.156.
¢ 7o 1800 Lyjel emll o az>lins & 48
Euzennat (M),Le limes...,op,cit,p.251
49 - Lenoir (M), op,cit,p.277.
%0 - Euzennat (M), Archéologie Marocaine de 1958 & 1960, B.A.M, T.
IV, 1960,p.560.
1. 1d, Le Limes...,op,cit,p.248.
%2 - Lenoir (E), Les Thermes du nord a Volubilis : Recherches sur
I’époques Flavienne au Maroc, these de doctorat dactylographiée, Paris
Sorbone, 1986, p.343-344, d’apres Lenoir (M), le Camp
romain...,op,cit,p.277.
%3 - Euzennat (M), Archéologie Marocaine, 1955-1957, B.AM, T 2,
1957, p. 225; Id, Le Limes...,op,cit,p.303.
% - Lenoir (M), le camp romain...,op,cit,p.277.
% - Chatelain (L), le Maroc des romains. ..,0p,cit,p.131.
% - Euzennat (M), Le Limes...,op,cit,p.252.
5 - Lenoir (M), op,cit,p.277.
%8 . Baradez (J), Deux missions...,op,cit,p.292.
%9 - Chatelain (L), Le Maroc des romains...,op,cit, p.133.
80 - Euzennat(M), Le Limes...,op,cit,p.245 .
61 . Euzennat(M),I’ Archéologie Marocaine,1955-1957...,0p,cit,p.224,

fig.11.
62 . Lenoir (M), Le camp romain...,op,cit,p.277
63 - Ibidem.

64 . Chatelain(L), Le Maroc des romains...,op,cit,p.133.
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%5 - Lenoir (M),op,cit,p.277-278.

%6 - Euzennat( M),le Limes...,op,cit,p.252.

o7 . Euzennat (M), I’ Archéologie Marocaine,1955-1957..., op,cit,p.225.

68 - Euzennat (M), Le Limes. ..,op,cit,p.254.

%9 . Rebuffat (R), Implantation militaire...,op,cit,p.40 ; Lenoir
(M),op,cit,p.278.

70 Ibid, p.67 ; Ibidem.

L - Euzennat (M), Le limes...,op,cit,p.254.

2 - bid, p.274.

73 - Lenoir (M), Le camp Romain...,op,cit,p.278 ; Rebuffat (R),

Implantation militaire...,op,cit,p.62.

74 . Baradez (J), Deux missions ,0p,cit,p.294-295.

7> - Euzennat (M), Le Limes, op,cit,p. 189.

76 - Ibidem.
T - Lenoir (M),op,cit,p.273.
78 _ Ibidem.

79 - Ibidem ; Euzennat (M), Le camp Romain de Sidi Moussa bou Fri
(Région de Volubilis), B.C.T.H, 12-14B, 1976-1978, p. 246-247.
80 - Euzennat (M), Le Limes...,op,cit,p.187-195.
81 _ Lenoir (M),op,cit,p.273.
82 _ Baradez (J),op,cit,p 294.
8 . Rebuffat (R), Implantation militaire. ..,op,cit,p.59.
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8 _ Lenoir (M), le Camp romain...,op,cit,p.273.

8 _ |bid,p. 274.
87 _ Ibidem.
8 _ Ibidem.
8 _ Ibidem.

% - Euzennat (M), Le Limes...,op,cit,p.190.
%1 . Lenoir (M),op,cit,p.274.

9 _ Ibidem.

% _ Ibidem.
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% - Lenoir (M), Le camp de Tamuda et la chronologie de quelques
camps du Maroc, in : 113e Congrés national des Sociétés savantes,
Strasbourg, 1988, IVe Colloque sur I’histoire et I’archéologie de

I’ Afrique du Nord, T II, Paris 1991, p.363.

% _ Lenoir (M), Le camp Romain...,op,cit,p.274.

% _ Ibidem.

%7 . Baradez (J), Deux missions...,op,cit,p.293.

% _ Lenoir (M),op,cit,p. 274.

% _ Ibid, p. 275.

100 - 1hidem.

101 _ |bid, p.274-275.

102 _ Lenoir (M), op,cit,p.274.

103 . Baradez (J), Deux missions,op,cit,p.295; Rebuffat (R) , Inscriptions
militaires du génie du lieu d’Ain Schkour et de Sidi Moussa bou Fri,
B.A.M, 5, 1976, p.152; Id, Implantation militaire,op,cit,p.39 ; LA.M,

814.
104 _ Lenoir (M), op,cit, p.275-276.
105 _ |bid,p.275.

106 . Euzennat (M), Le Limes...,op,cit,p.194.

107 Lenoir (M),op,cit,p.275.

108 _ 1hidem.

109 . Rebuffat (R), compléments au recueil des inscriptions antique du Maroc,
Afr,Rom,IX,Atti del IX convegno di studio ( Nuoro,1991),Sassari,1992,

D.465 .

110 |_enoir (M), op,cit,p.275.

111 _ |pid,p.275-276.

112 _ Euzennat (M), Le Limes...,op,cit,p.189.

113 . Baradez(J), Deux missions...,op,cCit,p.292.

114 . Euzennat (M), Le Limes...,op,cit,p.191.

115 _ |bid,p.195.

116_ Chatelain (L), Le Maroc des Romains...,op,cit,p.117-110.

117 Rebuffat (R), Implantation militaire...,op,cit,p.61.

118 _ Euzennat (M), Le Limes...,op,cit,pp.195-198.

119 _ Ibid, p.197 ;1.A.M,2,299.

120 _ 1hidem.
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121 _ Jpid, p.198.
122 _ Rebuffat (R), Implantation militaire...,op,cit, p.38.
123 _ i, p.61.
124 _ Euzennat (M), Le Limes...,op,cit,p.196 ; .A.M,2,298.
125 _ i, p.195.
126 _ |bid,p. 276.
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