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Abstract:

During the Ottoman era, Algeria was known for the spread of
education, and the reason for this was the abundance and spread of religious

institutions such as corners, schools, mosques and libraries, which were not

devoid of any neighborhood in the cities or any village in the countryside.
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Rather, they were widespread even among the people of the desert and in
the remote mountains, and the latter was adopted. It was funded by
endowments that were numerous and diverse, and the entire population
contributed to them due to the Ottoman rulers’ preoccupation with
defending the land.

Legal and linguistic subjects dominated the education system in Algeria at
that time compared to the experimental sciences, and even the production of
Algerians in the mathematical and medical sciences was small compared to
their production in jurisprudence, language, Sufism, history, and literature.
There were no distinguished natural scientists, just as there were
distinguished Sufis and jurists.

said that the Algerian endowments during the Ottoman era contributed
greatly and played an important role in preserving the Islamic faith by
funding their sources, which were schools, zawiyas, and bookshops that
taught Islamic sciences, thus preserving the Islamic identity of the Algerian
people. Therefore, the occupation authorities strove hard to eliminate them.

Keywords: The Ottoman era, Algerian endowments, religious influence,
schools, zawiyas.
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